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2018	PHASE	I:	Letter	of	Intent
Created:	07/06/2018	•	Last	updated:	07/09/2018

Basic	Contact	and	Application	Information

New	Applicant	groups	and	Existing	Education	Corporations	interested	in	submitting
an	application	to	establish	Regents-authorized	charter	schools	are	asked	to	complete
this	brief	information	sheet.	The	Department	will	use	this	information	to	plan	and
coordinate	peer	review	panels	with	appropriate	expertise	to	evaluate	all	application
materials.

Please	indicate	whether	a	New	Operator	Applicant	Group	(which	does	not	operate	a
Regents-authorized	charter	school	or	does	not	operate	any	schools	currently)	or	an
Existing	Education	Corporation	(which	operates	one	or	more	Regents-authorized
charter	schools)	is	submitting	this	Round	1	Letter	of	Intent.

New	Operator	Applicant	Group	(operating	no	charter	schools	at	all	or	in	New	York	or	not	operating
Regents-authorized	charter	schools)

Proposed	Charter	School	Name
(Please	write	out	the	full	name	of	the	proposed	new	charter	school,	and	include	the	words
"charter"	and	"school"	in	the	naming).

Proposed	School	Name The	Bronx	Arts	and	Science	Charter	School

Grades	Served	(K-5,	.6-8,	9-12,	etc.)
During	Initial	5	year	Term K-5

Max	Number	of	Students	During	Initial	5
year	Term 360

Proposed	or	Current	Board	Chair	and	Public	Contact	information,	including	mailing
address,	phone	number,	and	email	address.
(The	entire	chart	may	not	be	visible	on	your	screen.	Use	the	"tab"	key	to	move	from	column	to
column.	The	first	column	will	remain	static	as	you	do	so).

First	and	Last	Name Best	Phone	Number
(###-###-####)

Email	Address

Proposed/Current
Board	Chair Adaline	Walker	Santiago

Public/Media
Contact	Person Turan	Balik
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If	available,	please	provide	the
URL	to	the	website	established
for	the	proposed	school	or
existing	education	corporation.

http://thebronxcharter.org/

List	of	Key	Design	Elements
List	the	key	design	elements	which	are	those	features	of	the	school	that	are	innovative	or
unique	to	the	school’s	mission	and	goals,	are	core	to	the	school’s	overall	design,	and	critical	or
integral	to	its	success.	The	design	elements	may	include	a	specific	content	area	focus;	unique
student	populations	to	be	served;	specific	educational	programs	or	pedagogical	approaches;
unique	calendar,	schedule,	or	configurations	of	students	and	staff;	and/or	innovative
organizational	structures	and	systems.	Approved	schools	will	be	accountable	for	implementation
of	the	key	design	elements	included	in	their	charter.

1 Technology	Integration

2 STEAM-Based	Approach

3 Use	of	Data

4 Coaching	Model	and	Professional	Development

5 Positive	School	Culture

6 Opportunities	for	Growth	and	Enrichment

7 (No	response)

Proposed	Management	and/or	Partner	Organization(s),	such	as	a	charter	or
educational	management	company	or	a	university,	academic	program	partner,	or
whole	school	change	partner.
(Refer	to	the	application	kit	for	definitions	and	guidance	as	only	"substantial"	partnerships
should	be	listed	here).

Proposed	Management	Company iLearn	Schools,	Inc.

Partner	Organization	1 (No	response)

Partner	Organization	2 (No	response)

http://thebronxcharter.org/
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Date 2018/07/05

Proposed	Board	Chair	Signature

(Internet	Explorer	may	not	support	this	feature.	Open	the	portal	using	Google	Chrome,	Firefox,	or	Safari).

Thank	you	for	completing	this	form.	
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Table	1:	Applicant	Group	Information
Created:	07/06/2018	•	Last	updated:	07/09/2018

Must	include	a	minimum	of	5	members	proposed	as	Trustees

Applicant	Group	Information

Name/Phone/Em
ail	Address

Current
Employment

Relevant
Experience/Skills
and	Role	on
Applicant	Group

Proposed	Role	in
School	(e.g.,
trustee,
employee,	none)

Proposed
Position	on
Board	(Officer,
Trustee,
Constituent	Rep)

1
Lorita	Watson,

Self-Employed

Education/Teachi
ng	Experience,
Community	Ties
(CB7	Board
Member),
Administration/M
anagement;
Applicant	Role:
Input	on
Educational
Plan/Community
Engagement,
Public	Outreach

Trustee Member

2

Adaline	Santiago
Walker,	M.A.

Self-Employed

Education/Teachi
ng	Experience,
School
Administration,
Pre-K	to	8th
Bilingual	Special
Education
Teacher/Supervis
or,	Former
Community
Board	7
Chairperson,
Community	Ties,
Media	Relations,
Public	Speaker,
Event	Organizer
Applicant	Role:
Community
Outreach/Public
Relations
Leader,
Community
Engagement

Trustee President
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3
Keith	Taylor,

Self-Employed

Governance,
Education,
Public
Safety/Security,
Organizational
Coordination/Pla
nning,
Administration,
Criminal	Justice;
Applicant	Role:
Input	on
Organizational
Plan/Safety	&
Security

Trustee Member

4

Myrna	Calderon, Executive
Director,
Fordham	Hill
Oval
Cooperative

Governance,	K-
12	Education
Experience,
Community	Ties,
HR/Recruiting,
Real	Estate,
Applicant	Role:
Input	on	Real
Estate	and
Facilities,	Public
Outreach

Trustee Member

5

Ozgur	B.	Kan,
PhD,	CFA,	FRM,

Managing
Director,
Berkeley
Research	Group,
LLC

Business,
Finance,	Legal,
Governance;
Applicant	Role:
Input	on
Organizational
Plan/Financial
Management

Trustee Member

6
Sidy	Ndiaye, Managing

Director	at
Deloitte	&
Touche	LLP

Business,
Finance,
Community	Ties;
Applicant	Role:
Input	on
Financial	and
Organizational
Plan

Trustee Member

7
Fitore	Balidemaj Mizuho

Securities	USA
Inc.,	Assistant
Vice	President

Data	analysis,
community
engagement;
Applicant	Role:
Input	on
Organizational
Plan

Trustee Member
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8

Yanivis	Hage, iLearn	Schools,
Chief	Academic
Officer/ELA
Program	Director

Administration,
teaching,
charter	school
experience,
public	outreach;
Applicant	Role:
Educational	Plan

Employee	of
proposed
management
organization

9

Nihat	Guvercin,
iLearn	Schools,
Chief	Executive
Officer

Administration,
teaching,
charter	school
experience,
public	outreach,
technology
integration;
Applicant	Role:
All	aspects

Employee	of
proposed
management
organization

10
Lori	Cobb,	(201) iLearn	Schools,

Chief	Academic
Officer

Administration,
teaching,
charter	school
experience,
public	outreach,
technology
integration;
Applicant	Role:
Educational	Plan

Employee	of
proposed
management
organization

11
Turan	Balik, iLearn	Schools,

Events/Programs
Coordinator

Charter	School
Experience,
School
Administration,
K-8	Teaching,
Community
engagement,
Family
Involvement,
Technology
Integration;
Applicant	Role:
Public	Outreach

Proposed	School
Leader

12

Mustafa	Coban,
iLearn	Schools,
Chief	Finance
Officer

Finance,
Operations,	NY
charter	school
experience
Applicant	Role:
Organizational
and	Financial
Plan

Employee	of
proposed
management
organization

13

14
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15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Application	History

Identify	whether	any	member	of	the	current	applicant	group	has	ever	applied	to	this	or	another	charter
entity	to	open	this	proposed	school	or	another	charter	school,	either	in	New	York	State	or	outside	of	New
York	State.	Indicate	the	date	on	which	the	application(s)	was/were	submitted	and	to	which	charter	entity;
briefly	describe	the	outcome	of	the	charter	entity’s	decision;	and	provide	a	concise	description	of
significant	modifications	made	in	this	application	(if	applicable).
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Nihat	Guvercin,	the	CEO	of	the	CMO	with	whom	The	Bronx	Arts	and	Science	Charter	School	proposes	to
contract,	has	applied	and	successfully	been	approved	to	open	three	charter	schools	in	New	Jersey:
•	Passaic	Arts	and	Science	Charter	School:	application	3/31/2010,	opened	Sept.	2011
•	Paterson	Arts	and	Science	Charter	School:	application	3/31/2012,	opened	Sept.	2013
•	Hudson	Arts	and	Science	Charter	School:	application	,	opened	Sept.	2016

Mr.	Guvercin	has	also	submitted	applications	to	open	Wayne	Science	and	Technology	Charter	School
(3/31/2009),	Northeastern	Arts	and	Science	Charter	School	(10/15/2011),	Clifton	Arts	and	Science	Charter
School	(10/15/2012	and	10/15/2013),	Essex	Arts	and	Science	Charter	School	(10/15/15)	and	Union	Arts
and	Science	Charter	School	(10/15/2014).	The	NJDOE	denied	these	applications,	mainly	due	to	political
climate	and	funding	concerns	in	those	districts.

Two	applications	to	open	The	Bronx	Arts	and	Science	Charter	School	(The	Bronx	ASCS)	were	submitted	to
SUNY	CSI.	Nihat	Guvercin	and	Fitore	Balidemaj	are	current	members	of	the	application	team	that	were
involved	in	the	application	submitted	on	February	28,	2014.	This	application	was	withdrawn	on	May	17,
2014.	Nihat	Guvercin,	Lori	Cobb,	Mustafa	Coban	and	Fitore	Balidemaj	are	current	members	of	the
application	team	that	were	involved	in	an	application	submitted	on	February	29,	2016.	This	application
was	withdrawn	on	May	30,	2016.

A	major	concern	for	SUNY	was	the	lack	of	experienced	leadership	at	the	Board	level.	In	response	to	their
feedback,	we	have	recruited	Board	members	from	the	Community	School	District	10	as	well	members
having	extensive	experience	in	governance,	leadership	and	school	administration,	real	estate	and
facilities,	financial	management,	community	engagement	and	charter	school	experience.



Table 2: Public Outreach Information 

Table 2 is not counted toward the page limits 

 

Date(s) of 
Outreach 
(mm/dd/yy) 

Target Stakeholder 
Group 

Description of the Outreach Location of Outreach Input Obtained Action Taken on Input Number of 
Attendees 

Ongoing-Online All stakeholders; Open to 
public - Community 
members, families, students, 
elected officials.  

Public outreach efforts on social 
media platforms and website; 
Informing the community about the 
proposed charter school 
 
Website available  in 13 languages 
including in English, Spanish, 
Albanian, Bengali, Hindi, French  

Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.co
m/TheBronxCharter  
 
Twitter: 
@TheBronxCharter 
Instagram: 
@TheBronxCharter  
 
Website: 
http://thebronxcharter.or
g/  

Received 259 Likes to 
date, received 
comments on how to 
enroll their child, when 
it would open  

Responded to comments 
and feedback by providing 
additional information  

Facebook: Our video 
“Bronx Families 
Supporting Our 
Educational Model” had 
1,969 views which was 
uploaded on​ 12/07/17 
 
Click here to watch the 
video!  
 
Website had 879 visitors 

9/14/17 Democracy Builders (DB) Consulted with DB to assist with the 
community engagement aspect of 
the RFP charter school application 

Passaic Arts and Science 
Elementary School, 
43 Clifton Ave, Clifton, NJ 
07011 

Members of Democracy 
Builders’ Executive 
team visited iLearn 
Schools’ Passaic, NJ 
campus 

All parties decided to move 
forward with a contract 
agreement 

9 attendees: Mr. Balik 
and  members of iLearn 
Schools Executive and 
Academic team, 
 
Princess Lyles- DB, 
Executive Director 
 
Dan Clark- DB, National 
Director of Organizing 
 

10/26/17 Democracy Builders Fund 
(DB) 

Met with Dan Clark to discuss public 
outreach planning for coming 
months: 
-Where canvassing will occur 
-Which elected officials to visit 
-Making appointments with 
community boards, organizations, 
businesses, and daycares 
-How to go about informing 

DB Headquarters 
2130 Adam Clayton Powell 
Blvd. 

Entered a contract 
agreement with DB on 
11/17/17 to assist with 
the community 
engagement aspect of 
the RFP charter school 
application 

Launched an outreach plan 
to include a full canvassing 
effort in high foot-traffic 
areas (December through 
June) 

2 attendees:  
Turan Balik and Dan 
Clark 

2018 Board of Regents New Charter School Application 
 

https://www.facebook.com/TheBronxCharter
https://www.facebook.com/TheBronxCharter
http://thebronxcharter.org/
http://thebronxcharter.org/
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https://www.facebook.com/TheBronxCharter/videos/vb.340189316121405/978121612328169
https://www.facebook.com/TheBronxCharter/videos/vb.340189316121405/978121612328169


community as part of iLearn 
school’s public outreach plan 

12/03/2017 Meeting with Congressman 
Adriano Espaillat 

Meet & greet with Congressman, 
solicit feedback on proposed 
charter school, received his full 
support and help in finding a facility 

2130 Adam Clayton Powell 
Jr Blvd 
New York, NY 10027 

Need for more high 
quality schools, 
additional space 
needed for students 

Thanked Congressman for 
his full support and offering 
to help find a suitable 
facility 

4 including CEO of 
iLearn Schools and 
representative from 
Democracy Builders 

12/4/17 - 
1/1/18 

Students, families, 
community members within 
the Community School 
District (CSD) 10 catchment 
area 

Phase 1- full canvassing launch 
 
-Informed community about 
proposed school 
 
-provided information to 
community about proposed 
educational programs, target 
student population, and grades to 
be served 
 
-shared potential locations 
 
-Solicited input from parents within 
CSD 10 

Within CSD 10 
- Canvassed Belmont Area, 
D & B trains, Fordham and 
Grand Concourse 
-Outreach area 
PS 3, PS 59, PS 279, PS 
209, PS 315 
-Housing Developments 
Bronx River Houses 
 
Twin Parks East 
 
West Tremont 
 
Murphy Houses 
 
-Daycares and Churches 

Collected surveys from 
parents within the CSD 
10 catchment area 

When applicable, 
responded to CSD 10 
residents’ questions and 
addressed their concerns 
and challenges within the 
educational framework and 
model of the proposed 
charter school.  Followed up 
via email,  encouraged 
parents/participants to 
follow us on our social 
media platforms to receive 
updates and further engage 
them in the process  

2 Canvassers each 
canvassing day 
 
(In 4 Canvassing Phases, 
collected 515  surveys in 
total)  

12/05/2017 Board members of the Youth 
& Education Committee, 
Community Board 5; plays an 
important advisory role in 
matters relating to the 
communities welfare 

Presentation on proposed charter 
school, shared info on target 
student population, enrollment, 
description of the educational 
program, received input, solicited 
feedback, comments 

Bronx Community Board 5 
2038 Davidson Ave, Bronx 
NY 

Need for additional 
quality school, public 
schools are 
overcrowded, 
underperforming, 
lacking 
resources/support, 
shared potential 
building site 
Asked iLearn Schools to 
attend next meeting 

Called and followed up on 
potential building site 
 
https://www.propertyshark
.com/mason/Property/5140
3/1980-Jerome-Ave-Bronx-
NY-10453/ 
 
Facility address: 1980 
Jerome Avenue, Bronx 

14 attendees, including 
board members, district 
manager and supportive 
community members 

12/13/17 General Board meeting for 
Community Board 5 

Presentation on proposed charter 
school, shared info on target 
student population, enrollment, 
description of the educational 
program, received input, solicited 
feedback, comments 

Bronx Community Board 5 
2038 Davidson Ave, Bronx 
NY 

Need for additional 
quality school, public 
schools are 
overcrowded, 
underperforming, 
lacking 
resources/support, 
shared potential 
building site 

Addressed 
questions/concerns 
regarding curriculum, 
model, grade level, facility 
options. Attended meeting 
but request for letter of 
support couldn’t be 
considered for voting 
because they weren’t able 
to get a quorum 

30 attendees: including 
general board members, 
district manager, 
representatives from 
elected officials and 
community members 

2018 Board of Regents New Charter School Application 
 



Asked iLearn Schools to 
attend next meeting 

12/19/17 Education Committee 
Meeting, Community Board 8  

Info-session, gave a presentation; 
Presentation on proposed charter 
school, shared info on target 
student population, enrollment, 
description of the educational 
program, received input, solicited 
feedback, comments 

Board Office, 5676 
Riverdale Avenue, Suite 
100 

Receptive and 
supportive, however 
indicated that they can 
only give letter of 
support if we can 
guarantee the location 
of the school in their 
neighborhood 

Gave a presentation, 
responded to questions 
regarding enrollment, 
ELL/ESL services, 
admissions criteria  

10 

12/20/2017 Bronx Community Board 6; 
Youth and Education 
Committee 

Presentation on the proposed 
charter school, discussion on 
innovative educational model, key 
educational elements, and seek 
support to provide high quality 
education to students in the Bronx 
community 

Bronx Community Board 6 
1932 Arthur Ave., Room 
403-A Bronx, New York 
10457 

Very supportive, 
inquired about location, 
provided a list of 
available lots in the 
neighborhood, gave full 
support 

Obtained letter of support, 
responded to their inquiries  

8 

1/9/18 Youth & Education 
Committee Meeting, 
Community Board 5 

Provided additional information 
that was requested from previous 
meetings (non-profit designation 
letter, financial records)  

2038 Davidson Avenue, 
Bronx, NY 10453 

Requested non-profit 
designation letter, 
financial reports for 
iLearn Schools 

Provided requested 
documents  

25 

1/9/18 District 14 - Councilman 
Fernando Cabrera - New York 
City Council  
 

Public outreach to elected and/or 
appointed officials - informing 
about the proposed charter school 

Email correspondence, 
phone calls, visit to 
councilman’s office  

Receptive and 
supportive, requested 
additional information 
on performance during 
our presentation to his 
staff members (chief of 
staff on Feb. 2nd) 

Provided additional 
information on Feb. 6 by 
visiting office in the Bronx  

6 

1/9/18 Assemblywoman Latoya 
Joyner, 77th District of the 
New York State Assembly 

Public outreach to elected and/or 
appointed officials - informing 
about the proposed charter school 

Met with Beny Poy - 
Community Liaison at CB 5 
General Board meeting, 
requested to meet with 
Assemblywoman Joyner 

Requested more 
information via email, 
inquired about the 
location of the school  

Addressed comments and 
emailed requested 
information on 1/9 

2 F 

1/1/18 - 2/2/18 Students, families, 
community members within 
the Community School 
District (CSD) 10 catchment 
area 

Phase 2- full canvassing and 
literature drops in housing 
developments 
 
-Informed community about 
proposed school 
 
-provided information to 
community about proposed 
educational programs, target 
student population, and grades to 

Within CSD 10 
- Canvassed Fordham 
Area, 
Fordham Road, Largest 
foot traffic in the Bronx 
 
-Outreach area 
PS 33, PS 32, PS 399, PS 
85, PS 241, PS 46, PS 340, 
PS 307, PS 86, PS 20 
 

Collected surveys from 
parents and flyered 
housing developments 
within the CSD 10 
catchment area 

When applicable, 
responded to CSD 10 
residents’ questions and 
addressed their concerns 
and challenges within the 
educational framework and 
model of the proposed 
charter school.  Followed up 
via email,  encouraged 
parents/participants to 
follow us on our social 

2 Canvassers each 
canvassing day 
 
 
(In 4 Canvassing Phases, 
collected 515  surveys in 
total)  
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be served 
 
-shared potential locations 
 
-Solicited input from parents within 
CSD 10 

-Housing Developments 
Twin Parks West 
 
Bailey Ave West 
 
Murphy Houses 
 
-Daycares and Churches 

media platforms to receive 
updates and further engage 
them in the process  

1/11/18 Dr. Shannon Waite, EdD, 
Clinical Assistant Professor, 
Division of Educational 
Leadership, Administration & 
Policy 

Reached out to Dr. Waite, 
requested letter of support and 
invited her to visit our schools in 
North Jersey 

iLearn Schools Central 
Office, 465 Mola Blvd, 
Elmwood Park, NJ 07407 

Requested more 
information about the 
proposed charter 
school, inquired about 
enrollment criteria, 
special education 
services, ELL services as 
well as finances and 
funding  

Dr. Waite visited our 
Paterson ASCS on Jan. 29th 
at 10 am, met with our 
Executive Team, PASCS 
admin team, tour of the 
school, spoke with PASCS 
admin team and received 
information on the 
educational model of the 
school, enrollment, special 
education services, funding, 
and ELL services  

8 attendees in total 
including Chief Schools 
Officer, Chief Academic 
Officer, CEO and PASCS 
admin team  

1/11/18 Senator Gustavo 
Rivera 

Spoke to Paola, made 
appt. For 2/7/18 at 1pm- 
Requested letter of 
support 

2432 Grand 
Concourse, 
Ste. 506, Bx, 
NY 10458 
718-933-2034 

Senator’s office 
requested 
more info 

Sent information requested 
and obtained letter of 
support 

Representatives of 
Senator Rivera’s office 
and iLearn team 

1/11/18 Senator Jeffrey D. 
Klein 

Spoke to Viola, made 
appt. For 2/15/18 at 
2pm. Requested letter 
of support. 

1250 Waters Pl. Ste 1202, 
Bx, 10461 
718-822-2049 

Inquired about 
educational model, key 
elements of the 
proposed charter, 
receptive and 
supportive, requested a 
visit to our schools  

Arranged a visit to Paterson 
Arts & Science Charter 
School on March 14th @ 10 
am 

4 attendees; Met with 
District Director- Jose 
Rodriguez and District 
Representative- Farrah 
Ruben at Klein's Office  

1/11/18 Assemblyman Jose Rivera Several calls and emails to request 
meeting and letter of support- Rosa 
Hernandez 

One Fordham Plaza, Ste 
1008, 10th Fl. Bx, NY 
718-933-2204 

Assemblyman’s office 
requested 
more info 

Provided information 
requested and obtained 
letter of support 

4 

1/11/18 Assemblyman Michael Blake Several calls and emails to request 
meeting and letter of support- 
Joseph and Scheduler- Chief of Staff 
Sabrina 

780 Concourse Village W. 
Gr. Fl. Professional, Bx 
10451 
718-538-3829 

Need to follow up N/A N/A 

1/11/18 Assemblyman Jeffrey 
Dinowitz 

Several calls and emails to request 
meeting and letter of support- 
Peter and AM Dinowitz 

3107 Kingsbridge Ave. Bx, 
10463 
718-796-5345 

Need to follow up N/A N/A 
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1/11/18 Assemblyman Victor 
Pichardo 

Several calls and emails to request 
meeting and letter of support- Heidi 

2175 C Jerome Ave. Bx, NY 
10453 
718-933-6909 

Need to follow up N/A N/A 

1/11/18 Councilman Andrew Cohen Spoke to Leila, made 
appt. For 2/6/18 at 
11am. Requested letter 
of support.- 
Scheduler Ariana Collado 

277 W. 231st Street, Bx 
10463 
Meeting at 250 Broadway, 
Suite 1868 
718-549-7300 

Receptive and 
supportive, requested 
to learn more, wanted 
to visit one of our 
schools in North Jersey  

Arranged a visit to Paterson 
Arts & Science Charter 
School on March 14th @ 10 
am 

Budget and Legislative 
Director- Nick Tenore, 
visit: 10 attendees, 
Paterson admin. team, 

1/11/18 Councilwoman Vanessa 
Gibson 

Several calls and emails to request 
meeting and letter of support- 
Justin Cortes and Jeffrey Velasquez 

1377 Jerome Ave. Bx, NY 
10452 
718-588-7500 

Need to follow up N/A N/A 

1/24/18 General Board meeting for 
Community Board 5; plays an 
important advisory role in 
matters relating to the 
communities welfare 

Presentation on proposed charter 
school, shared info on target 
student population, enrollment, 
description of the educational 
program, received input, solicited 
feedback, comments 

Bronx Community Board 5 
2038 Davidson Ave, Bronx 
NY 

Need for additional 
quality school, public 
schools are 
overcrowded, 
underperforming, 
lacking 
resources/support, 
shared potential 
building site 
Asked iLearn Schools to 
attend next meeting 

Attended meeting but our 
presentation couldn’t be 
considered for voting 
because they weren’t able 
to get quorum (again) 

45 

2/5/18 - 3/2/18 Students, families, 
community members within 
the Community School 
District (CSD) 10 catchment 
area 

Phase 3- full canvassing and 
literature drops in housing 
developments 
 
-Informed community about 
proposed school 
 
-provided information to 
community about proposed 
educational programs, target 
student population, and grades to 
be served 
 
-shared potential locations 
 
-Solicited input from parents within 
CSD 10 

Within CSD 10 
- Canvassed University 
Heights Area- 
 
4 Train, Fordham Road 
and Jerome Ave. 
 
-Outreach area 
PS 226, PS 291, PS 91, PS 
396, 
-Housing Development 
University Ave. Rehab 
 
-Daycares and Churches 

Collected surveys from 
parents within the CSD 
10 catchment area 

When applicable, 
responded to CSD 10 
residents’ questions and 
addressed their concerns 
and challenges within the 
educational framework and 
model of the proposed 
charter school.  Followed up 
via email,  encouraged 
parents/participants to 
follow us on our social 
media platforms to receive 
updates and further engage 
them in the process  

2 Canvassers each 
canvassing day 
 
 
 
(In 4 Canvassing Phases, 
collected 515  surveys in 
total)  
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2/21/18 Senator Marisol Alcantara Several calls and emails to request 
meeting and letter of support- 
 
Elka Morety, and Chief of Staff- 
Angel Velasquez 

5030 Broadway, Ste 701, 
NY, NY 10034 
212-544-0173 

Senator’s office 
requested 
more info on several 
occasions 

Provided information 
requested, several times. 
Senator’s office changed 
our appt. Several times… 

3/16/18- appt. @ 10am 
w/Chief of Staff Angel 
Vasquez, actually met 
with Jetsenia Cenices. 
6/20/18- appt at 1:30pm 
w/C.o.S. Angel Vasquez 

2/23/18 Youth & Education 
Committee, Bronx 
Community Board 7 

Several calls and emails to be added 
to to ask to attend Youth and 
Education Committee meeting, and 
for a letter of support, gave a 
presentation on proposed charter 
school, shared info on target 
student population, enrollment, 
description of the educational 
program, received input, solicited 
feedback, comments 

229-A 204th St. Bx, NY 
10458- 

Receptive and very 
supportive, 
chairwoman requested 
a visit to one of our 
schools, attendees 
were excited to have a 
high quality school 
option for 
students/families in 
their neighborhood, 
recommended 3 
potential 
facilities/buildings 
within their 
neighborhoods  

Addressed their concerns 
regarding enrollment, 
ESL/ELL services, 
admissions policy, arranged 
a school tour in North 
Jersey (Paterson Arts and 
Science Charter School)  

20 

2/28/18 General Board meeting for 
Community Board 5 

Presentation on proposed charter 
school, shared info on target 
student population, enrollment, 
description of the educational 
program, received input, solicited 
feedback, comments 

Bronx Community Board 5 
2038 Davidson Ave, Bronx 
NY 

Need for additional 
quality school, public 
schools are 
overcrowded, 
underperforming, 
lacking 
resources/support, 
shared potential 
building site 

Board members had 
quorum and gave the letter 
of support 

50 

3/5/18 - 
3/30/18 

Students, families, 
community members within 
the Community School 
District (CSD) 10 catchment 
area 

Phase 4- full canvassing and 
literature drops in housing 
developments 
 
-Informed community about 
proposed school 
 
-provided information to 
community about proposed 
educational programs, target 
student population, and grades to 
be served 
 
-shared potential locations 

Within CSD 10 
- Canvassed Marble 
Hill/Riverdale Area- 
 
1 Train- 225th Street and 
mall on 225th Street 
 
-Outreach area 
PS 360, PS 207, PS 24, PS 
340, PS 81 
 
-Housing Developments 
Marble Hill Houses 
Fort Independence Houses 

Collecte surveys from 
parents within the CSD 
10 catchment area 

When applicable, 
responded to CSD 10 
residents’ questions and 
addressed their concerns 
and challenges within the 
educational framework and 
model of the proposed 
charter school.  Followed up 
via email,  encouraged 
parents/participants to 
follow us on our social 
media platforms to receive 
updates and further engage 
them in the process  

2 Canvassers each 
canvassing day 
 
 
(In 4 Canvassing Phases, 
collected 515  surveys in 
total)  
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-Solicited input from parents within 
CSD 10 

 
-Daycares and Churches 

3/20/18 Congressman Adriano 
Espaillat 

Several calls and emails to request 
meeting and letter of support- 
 
Chief of Staff- David Bailey 

163 W. 125th Street, Suite 
507, New York, NY 10027 
212-663-3900 

Invited the 
Congressman and his 
Chief of Staff to visit 
existing schools in New 
Jersey 

Congressman cancelled 
twice… In the end, we 
obtained the letter of 
support 

Congressman Espaillat 
and Deputy Chief of 
Staff- David Bailey 

4/3/18 Bright Star Day Care At 
Rochambeau Inc. 

Called, emailed, and visited school 
to ask for a letter of support and 
building a feeder-school 
relationship 

3130 Rochambeau Ave, 
Bx, NY 10467 
718-864-8922 

Receptive and 
supportive, shared a 
common/mutual 
concern; a need for 
high quality school 
option for families, 
obtained a letter of 
support  

Addressed their questions 
and exchanged contact 
information, followed up 
via email to further engage 
in the process, shared social 
media handles, provided a 
flyer  

2 

4/4/18 Bronx Community Board 7- 
Education, Youth, and 
Libraries Committee 

Attended Youth and Education 
Committee meeting- second visit 

North Central Bronx 
Hospital, 3424 Kessuth 
Ave. 17th Fl, Bx, NY 10467 

Members requested 
performance data for 
iLearn schools, 
members indicated a 
need for high quality 
public schools, 
requested to visit iLearn 
Schools, provided real 
estate connections, 
inquired to become a “ 
board of trustees” 
member for proposed 
school, provided 
potential bldgs. Within 
their 
neighborhood/district: 
1. 2455 Sedgwick 
Avenue Bronx, NY 
10468 
Contact: Ms. Myrna 
Calderon, CB7 member 
2. Sam’s Carpeting or 
Sam’s Place, 3401 
Webster Ave. Bronx, NY 
10467- Norwood 
Terrace 
3. St. Ann’s- Catholic 

Invited to attend general 
board meeting on 4/17/18 
 
Provided performance data 
 
Arranged a school visit for 3 
CB7 board members on 
4/11 (Paterson Arts & 
Science Charter School)  

15 
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school closing on 
Bainbridge Ave. 

4/17/18 Bronx Community Board 7- 
General Committee 

Gave a short presentation, brought 
current student/parent to give their 
testimony about their experiences 
with iLearn Schools in North Jersey.  

3202 Steuben Ave B, NY 
10467 

Attended Education, 
Youth, and Libraries 
Committee agenda for 
4/17/18 @ 6:30. 

Invited to attend Education, 
Youth, and Libraries 
Committee on 5/2/18 

There were close to 75 
board members, elected 
officials, and other 
members of the the 
community present. 
 
Met with CSD 10 
Community Education 
Council President, 
Marvin Shelton 

4/20/18 Bronx Community Board 7 
public event, community 
leaders/elected officials, 
veterans  

Opportunity to meet with 
neighborhood veterans, active duty 
members and their families, elected 
officials 

Herbert H. Lehman 
College, Faculty Dining 
Room (Music Building) RM 
#1N, 250 Bedford Park 
Blvd, Bronx, NY 

Receptive and 
supportive, indicated a 
need for more schools  

Provided information, 
contact info, website/flyers  

50 

5/2/18 Bronx Community Board 7- 
Education, Youth, and 
Libraries Committee 

Info-session on proposed charter 
school (presentation to members); 
requesting letter of support and 
invitation to join our efforts 

229-A East 204th Street, 
Bronx, NY 10458 

Attended Education, 
Youth, and Libraries 
Committee meeting on 
5/2/18 @ 7:30 

Youth and Education 
Committe members and 
chairwoman gave full 
support, recommended to 
executive board, District 
Manager informed iLearn 
that they are currently 
looking to put more middle 
schools in the community- 
No letter of support 

20 

5/3/18 Assemblyman Victor M. 
Pichardo - District 86 

Public outreach to elected and/or 
appointed officials - informing 
about the proposed charter school 

Met at Veterans Brunch 
Awards organized by 
Community Board 7, 
Follow up via e-mail 
correspondence 

Requested more 
information, provided 
contact information 

Followed up with an email 
on 5/3  

N/A  

5/3/18 Shawn C. Kingston, VHA-CM; 
U.S. Department of Veterans 
Affairs 

Public outreach to elected and/or 
appointed officials - informing 
about the proposed charter school 

Met at Veterans Brunch 
Awards organized by 
Community Board 7, 
Follow up via e-mail 
correspondence 

Requested more 
information, provided 
contact information 

Followed up with an email 
on 5/3  

N/A 

5/3/18 Luis Soltero-Rodriguez, 
director of Lehman's Office 
of Veterans and Military 
Affairs 

Public outreach to community 
leaders - informing about the 
proposed charter school 

Met at Veterans Brunch 
Awards organized by 
Community Board 7, 
Follow up via e-mail 
correspondence 

Requested more 
information, provided 
contact information 

Followed up with an email 
on 5/3  

N/A 
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6/14/18 Bronx Times - Local 
Newspaper 

Public outreach - all stakeholders - 
Full page ad in color, 
Spanish/English - info on proposed 
charter school, website link 

Paper/Digital 
Advertisement 

N/A https://www.bxtimes.co
m/assets/pdf/2018_26bx
t.pdf  

https://www.bxtimes.
com/assets/pdf/2018
_26bxt.pdf​ (page 7) 

6/18/18 Local Businesses in 
Community School District 10 

Opportunity to meet with business 
owners  

CSD 10, in person visits to 
their businesses  

Receptive and 
supportive, inquired 
more about the 
educational programs  

Responded to 
comments/questions during 
our visit, Received 15 
letters of support from 
businesses  

20 

6/18/18 Adventure Daycare 
 
Noemi Hernandez Daycare 
 
Lil Inventors Child Care 
 
Crib to Crayons Group 
Daycare Inc. 

Informed daycare directors in 
person about the proposed charter 
school, provided information, 
introduced ourselves, requested a 
letter of support, building 
relationships  

Adventure Daycare; 133 

W 195th St.  

 

Noemi Hernandez 

Daycare; 30 W. 190th 

Street, Apt. 4D/4th Floor 

Lil Inventors Child Care; 

2260 Andrews Avenue 

Crib to Crayons Group; 

Daycare Inc. 30 W 190th 

St. 

Receptive and 
supportive, shared a 
common/mutual 
concern; a need for 
high quality school 
option for families, 
obtained a letter of 
support  

Addressed their questions 
and exchanged contact 
information, followed up 
via email to further engage 
in the process, shared social 
media handles, provided a 
flyer  

12 

6/19/18 Saint Jemuel Day Care Inc. 
 
Ana Rosario Group Family 
Daycare 
 
Ana Guzman Group Family 
Daycare 
 
Ken Ali, The Color Day Care 

Informed daycare directors in 
person about the proposed charter 
school, provided information, 
introduced ourselves, requested a 
letter of support, building 
relationships  

Saint Jemuel Day Care 
Inc.; 2838 Webb Ave. 
 
Ana Rosario Group Family 
Daycare; ​2302 Andrews 
Avenue Apt. PH, 1st Floor 
 
Ana Guzman Group Family 
Daycare; E. Mosholu Pkwy 
N. Apt. 2L, 2nd Floor 
 
Ken Ali, The Color Day 
Care 
 
 

Receptive and 
supportive, shared a 
common/mutual 
concern; a need for 
high quality school 
option for families, 
obtained a letter of 
support  

Addressed their questions 
and exchanged contact 
information, followed up 
via email to further engage 
in the process, shared social 
media handles, provided a 
flyer 

12 

6/22/18 Bronx Merchants 
Associations  

Community engagement/Building 
relationships  

Phone call Spoke with the 
secretary and left a 
message 

waiting for response, need 
to follow up  

N/A  
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6/26/18 NYCDOE Community School 
District 10  
 
Dr. Maribel Torres Hulla, 
Superintendent  
 
Mr. Marvin Shelton, CEC/CSD 
10  
 
Mr. Steven Birkeland, CSE 1 
(CSD 10) Chairperson 
 
Ms. Mariam Sandi, CSE 1 
(CSD10) Charter School 
Chairperson 

Reached out to district leaders to 
inform about the proposed charter 
school  

Phone call, Email 
correspondence, hand 
delivered letter, certified 
mail sent with info about 
the proposed charter 
school  

Had an opportunity to 
meet with Mr. Steve 
Birkeland, 
recommended to set up 
a follow up meeting in 
September  

Hand delivered letter and 
signed by secretaries.  
 
Will follow up to schedule a 
meeting 

5 

 

Add more rows and/or rotate page if necessary 
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Sample feedback/comments received from community stakeholders from our extensive public outreach efforts. 
Name Do you have a 

child attending 
New York City 
Public Schools? 

Which grade(s) 
is/are your child
(ren) currently in? 
(select all that 
apply

Are you satisfied 
with your school?

What do you believe are the 
greatest challenges present 
in the current public school 
that your child attends?

Do you believe 
that there is a 
need for a 
choice school in 
your 
neighborhood?

Would you 
consider 
enrolling your 
child to this new 
charter school?

Additional Comments:

Alma Doyling Yes 3 Somewhat 
Satisfied

More of our girls need to be 
exposed to science

Yes Yes Would like smaller classes

Anastasia Mason Yes 3, 10 Somewhat 
Satisfied

Overcrowded and safety Yes Yes Happy to support

Andrea Gavilanes  Yes 3, 5 Somewhat 
Satisfied

Not enough support/ 
attention

Yes Yes Interested in extra activities

Deja Shade Yes K, 1, 6, 10 Somewhat 
Satisfied

Too many students, not 
enough teachers. Bullying

Yes Yes -

Donna Clase No 1, 11 Not Satisfied lack of discipline and posture 
behavior system or support

Yes Yes More charter school independet 
of public schools

Dorothy 
Straughter 

Yes K, 2, 7, 8 Somewhat 
Satisfied

Techiques that they teach 
children referring to math

Yes Yes I want a school that is willing to 
teach and acctually support 
student having a hard time

George Barddes Jr Yes 9 Not Satisfied Overcrowded Yes Yes I support the school

Kadeem M Lo No - Somewhat 
Satisfied

I think the schools are 
crowded and the focus on 
science and mathematics 
must be incredible

Yes Yes I think that we need more focus 
on science and mathematics.

Nicholas Mullen Yes 1 Not Satisfied Overcrowded schools, 
parents are not informed 
about upcoming events

Yes Yes -

Salena Kinard No K, 1, 9 Somewhat 
Satisfied

They do not accomedate 
children with disabilities or 
learning impearments

Yes Yes -

Sundas Hamid No - Not Satisfied Crowded Yes Yes -

Vanessa Aguirre Yes K, 6, 9 Somewhat 
Satisfied

Not innovative, not 
challenging enough

Yes Yes -

Jennifer Dore Yes 5 Somewhat 
Satisfied

School Overcrowding Yes Yes -

John Rivera No 8 (Charter school) Somewhat 
Satisfied

Over Stuffed Yes Yes

Aminah Myrick Yes pre-k, 1,5 Somewhat 
Satisfied

Overcrowed Yes Yes

Hector Hernandez No Satisfied They need discipline, 
education, responsibility.

Yes Yes Open the school so it can better 
the problems that we are facing.

Francheska Ramos Yes 1 Somewhat 
Satisfied

Have more communication 
with the parents, to be 
honest, more security so the 
parents can feel secure to 
bring the children to school

Yes Yes I want to school to open so I can 
register my child as soon as 
possible. My child is in 1st grade 
now and I want to register my 
child at your school, and I am 
looking for work. 

Tawanna brown No 5 Not Satisfied Schools are overcrowded, 
curriculum is terrible

Yes Yes -

Anna Tauarez Yes 11 Satisfied Overcrowded classrooms, 
not enough resources

Yes Yes One of my grandchildren is born. 
Yes this would be an option

Victoria Brown Yes 3,4 Not Satisfied Overcrowed classroom for 
kids, teacher not always 
academically involved with 
the students. Not enough 
tutoring

Yes Yes

Ada Marmolejos Yes Pre-K Highly Satisfied Children aren't getting 
enough one on one 
attention when their in 
school because of over 
crowed class rooms

Yes Yes I would like to see more charter 
school in the bronx



        

     

             







Turan Balik 

Fwd: iLearn Schools- Important Links 
2 messages

Democracy Builders Fri, Apr 6, 2018 at 11:34 AM
To: Turan Balik

Hi Turan,
 
I hope the day is treating you well. We've been invited back to the General Board meeting at CB7. I'm not sure, but I think you should be prepared to make your
presentation.
 
Awesome!
 
 
Tonia Kennedy
Senior Administrative Canvasser
Democracy Builders

 
---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Democracy Builders  
Date: Fri, Apr 6, 2018 at 11:30 AM 
Subject: Re: iLearn Schools- Important Links 
To: "Bravo, Ischia"  
 
 
Thanks Ischia,
 
We'll be there. Your kindness is most appreciated.
 
Enjoy your day!
 
Tonia Kennedy
Senior Administrative Canvasser
Democracy Builders

 
On Fri, Apr 6, 2018 at 11:10 AM, Bravo, Ischia  wrote: 

Thank you for this information. I will make sure all of our board members have this information. I highly recommend you attend our General Board meeting
April 17, 2018. We will have all of our board members present as well as all the Elected official representatives. This would be a good way for our members
to get their questions answered and our electeds to state their opinions on this matter.



 

Details for the General Board meeting:

April 17, 2018

6:30pm

P.S/M.S 280

 

 

Note: I have included our Executive Board in this email.

Ischia Bravo

District Manager

 

From: Democracy Builders  
Sent: Thursday, April 05, 2018 1:51 PM 
To: Walker-Santiago, Adaline (CB) 
Cc: Bravo, Ischia;  
Subject: iLearn Schools- Important Links 
 
Hi Ladies,
 
It was such a pleasure to meet all of you. The positive energy coupled with the fantastic recommendations means the world to both Turan (Balik) and I. 
 
Here are some of the important links that we promised to you ladies last night at the Education Committee meeting. Most are videos, but be sure to check out the
performance data at the bottom. Please let me know if there is anything else that I can help with. I aim to please.



 
Everett's story: https://www.facebook.com/ilearnschools/videos/1838034643161206/ 
 
Why I choose to work at iLearn Schools?: https://www.facebook.com/ilearnschools/videos/1835238716774132/
 
Job Fair: 
https://www.facebook.com/ilearnschools/videos/1828518604112810/ 
 
iLearn Schools: 
 
https://www.facebook.com/ilearnschools/videos/1811133329184671/ 
 
https://www.facebook.com/ilearnschools/videos/1817204855244185/ 
 
www.ilearnschools.org   
www.thebronxcharter.org (proposed charter for Bronx CSD 10) 
 
Facebook Links: 
 
https://www.facebook.com/ilearnschools/ 
https://www.facebook.com/TheBronxCharter/ 
 
iLearn Schools: Performance Data:
http://ilearnschools.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/Performance-Data_Updated_iLearn_12142016.pdf
 
Tonia Kennedy
Senior Administrative Canvasser
Democracy Builders

 
 

Turan Balik Fri, Apr 6, 2018 at 6:34 PM
To: Democracy Builders <

Hi Tonia, 
Thank you for the notes and updates. I appreciate your detailed notes and for following up. 
 
I would like to have a current parent and student come to give their account (Everett and his mom) to the meeting to give their testimony. 
 
I will let you know once it’s confirmed. 
[Quoted text hidden]
--  
Turan Balik

https://www.facebook.com/ilearnschools/videos/1838034643161206/
https://www.facebook.com/ilearnschools/videos/1835238716774132/
https://www.facebook.com/ilearnschools/videos/1828518604112810/
https://www.facebook.com/ilearnschools/videos/1811133329184671/
https://www.facebook.com/ilearnschools/videos/1817204855244185/
http://www.ilearnschools.org/
http://www.thebronxcharter.org/
https://www.facebook.com/ilearnschools/
https://www.facebook.com/TheBronxCharter/
http://ilearnschools.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/Performance-Data_Updated_iLearn_12142016.pdf


Turan Balik 

Request to be added to CB 5 agenda 
10 messages

Turan Balik Fri, Dec 1, 2017 at 2:13 PM
To:

Good afternoon Kenn, 
 
It was my pleasure talking with you. We are kindly requesting to be added to your agenda for the CB 5 meeting on
Tuesday, Dec. 5th. We would like to share iLearn Schools' educational model that is being proposed for NYC with the
Community Board 5 members. 
 
Please see the attached flyer for The Bronx Arts & Science Charter School that is proposed and an introduction for iLearn
Schools. 
 
You may call me at  you need to reach me. 
 
Thank you and I look forward to meeting with you in person.  
 
Turan Balik 
Events/Programs Coordinator, iLearn Schools, Inc.

 | www.iLearnSchools.org 

 
 
2 attachments

The Bronx Arts and Science Charter School.pdf 
616K

iLearn Schools - Introduction.pdf 
38K

Brown, Kenneth Mon, Dec 4, 2017 at 9:32 AM
To: Turan Balik 

Hello Turan,

I had trouble opening your attachments.  Can you please brig about a dozen?

Thank you.

-Ken

 

 
Ken Brown
District Manager 
Bronx Community Board 5

http://www.ilearnschools.org/
https://www.facebook.com/ilearnschools/
http://www.linkedin.com/in/turan-balik-650621141/
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=566ace2414&view=att&th=160137f20466b9f1&attid=0.1&disp=attd&realattid=f_jao7opf50&safe=1&zw
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=566ace2414&view=att&th=160137f20466b9f1&attid=0.2&disp=attd&realattid=f_jaoa91oo1&safe=1&zw


From: Turan Balik  
Sent: Friday, December 01, 2017 2:13 PM 
To: Brown, Kenneth 
Subject: Request to be added to CB 5 agenda 
 
[Quoted text hidden]

Turan Balik Mon, Dec 4, 2017 at 9:42 AM
To: "Brown, Kenneth" 

Good morning Ken. 
 
Will do. See you tomorrow night.  
 
Thanks. 
Turan
 
Turan Balik 
Events/Programs Coordinator, iLearn Schools, Inc.

 | www.iLearnSchools.org 

 
 
[Quoted text hidden]

Turan Balik > Thu, Dec 7, 2017 at 10:43 AM
To: "Brown, Kenneth" 

Good morning Ken, 
 
Once again thank you for giving us the opportunity to present to the Community Board members.  I appreciate you
making us feel welcomed and glad to see the support of the members for the proposed Bronx Arts & Science Charter
School.  As a follow up to our discussion, we are currently exploring all potential facility options; we are looking for a
facility size of 15,000 sq ft up to 40,000 sq ft to have a suitable learning environment. We would greatly appreciate if
community members have a building in mind and urge them to contact me.  
 
I will have the number of our graduates who have been accepted to Rutgers ready for you at the CB5 meeting on Dec.
14th.  
 
We look forward to working with the community board members as to a bring a high quality public charter school to
Bronx. 
 
Please let me know if you have any other questions or requests. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Turan Balik 
Events/Programs Coordinator, iLearn Schools, Inc.

 www.iLearnSchools.org 

 
 
On Mon, Dec 4, 2017 at 9:32 AM, Brown, Kenneth wrote: 
[Quoted text hidden]
 

http://www.ilearnschools.org/
https://www.facebook.com/ilearnschools/
http://www.linkedin.com/in/turan-balik-650621141/
http://www.ilearnschools.org/
https://www.facebook.com/ilearnschools/
http://www.linkedin.com/in/turan-balik-650621141/


Brown, Kenneth Thu, Dec 7, 2017 at 11:58 AM
To: Turan Balik <t

Hello Turan,

Our pleasure to have hosted you and your staff.

Our General Board meeting is on the 13th, not the 14th.

I will circulate your specifications for a school.

Have a nice weekend.

-Ken

 

 
Ken Brown
District Manager 
Bronx Community Board 5

From: Turan Balik ] 
Sent: Thursday, December 07, 2017 10:43 AM 
To: Brown, Kenneth 
Subject: Re: Request to be added to CB 5 agenda 
 
[Quoted text hidden]

Turan Balik > Thu, Dec 7, 2017 at 12:08 PM
To: Nihat Guvercin , Dan Clark 

FYI - The general meeting for CB5 is on Dec. 13th. 
[Quoted text hidden]

Turan Balik Tue, Dec 12, 2017 at 9:03 AM
To: "Brown, Kenneth" 

Thank you Ken. I would like to plan and come prepared to the meeting tomorrow. Will we be on the agenda to do a
another presentation to the members at the general meeting?  I'm not familiar with the procedure and wanted to know
what to expect at tomorrow's meeting. Thank you and see you tomorrow at 6 pm. 
 
Turan Balik 
Events/Programs Coordinator, iLearn Schools, Inc.

 | www.iLearnSchools.org 

 
 
[Quoted text hidden]

http://www.ilearnschools.org/
https://www.facebook.com/ilearnschools/
http://www.linkedin.com/in/turan-balik-650621141/






 

 

April 20, 2018 

Dear Mr. Balik, 

 

I am writing to express my utmost support for the construction of the Bronx Arts and Sciences Charter 

School. The school would bring exceptional educational opportunities to the Community School District 

1o. With the integration of the STEAM program, combined with an emphasis on technological skills, the 

school will serve as a pillar for the youth of our community. The school will provide free tuition, as well 

as extracurricular activities. The school will also provide programs for non-native English speakers, and 

children with special needs, which are crucial opportunities for our community.  

 

The mission of the Bronx Arts and Sciences Charter School is to provide students with the capacity to 

surpass the standard grade level requirements, and succeed even further to help prepare them for college 

and their careers starting at a young age. The leaders who are making preparations for the school have 

designed a multidimensional curriculum, which includes a focus on literacy, community connections, after 

school activities, and technological integration. 

 

The Bronx Arts and Sciences Charter School will enroll students from kindergarten to second grade. At 

its inception, the school will serve approximately 180 students, with 60 students per grade. In the next 

couple of years, the school is looking to expand to children of the fifth-grade level and will eventually 

serve 420 students. These small grade levels will offer a unique experience for children to have one on 

one experience from teachers, and really get to know their fellow classmates. I am personally looking 

forward to the creation of this charter school and the positive impact I know it will have on our community. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Adriano Espaillat 

Member of Congress 

Proudly Representing New York’s 13th Congressional District 

 



New York State Education Department 

  

 

 

June 28, 2018 

 

 

To Whom It May Concern, 

 

I am writing to express my support for The Bronx Arts and Science Charter School (ASCS) a 

proposed charter school opening in District 10 of the Bronx in the fall of 2019. The Bronx ASCS 

will serve students in K-5 and will offer enrichment programs in the fields of STEAM-based 

education.  The Bronx ASCS will provide an educational choice to families, one with rigorous 

academics and the core values of honesty, integrity, respect, community, and excellence. High 

standards combined with an arts integrated approach to teaching a STEAM curriculum will 

prepare students for success in college and career, and create contributing, connected citizens. 

 

As a strong advocate for traditional public schools, I believe that The Bronx ASCS will be a 

tremendous asset to district 10 and an exceptional model for existing CMO’s in New York State.  

The structural design of The Bronx ASCS accounts for academic intervention services for all 

students, the model expects to provide special education services as well as services to ENL 

students.  Additionally, unlike the funding models for existing traditional public and charter 

schools in New York, the funding structure of The Bronx ASCS will not incentive counseling 

families that require significant resources because of their child’s educational needs into 

receiving less services or, as in the case of some charter schools, out of the school.  The CMO is 

strategic and intentional in their design to anticipate providing services to all families with the 

goal of helping all students achieve academic success. 

 

In addition to the reasons stated above, The Bronx ASCS will be an incredible asset and be of 

great benefit to students, families and this community because of the school offers: 

 

• High Expectations Coupled with Strong Support Systems  

• Extra Time and Resources Devoted to Literacy & Mathematics 

• Digital learning environment 

• STEAM based Approach 

• Positive School Culture 

• Opportunities for Growth and Enrichment 

• School-Home-Community Connections 

 

I ask that you take this application into serious consideration as I recognize the need across 

districts in NYC for more schools that have high expectations for all students and provide a high-

quality education. As proposed, The Bronx ASCS is innovative in its plan to provide strong 



support systems and build strong connections with students and families. 

 

I support the approval of The Bronx Arts and Science Charter School to serve students in this 

community and I think it is worth noting that parts of this district are among the poorest 

Congressional districts in the nation. I value the school's mission and believe strongly that this 

school is a critical option for families in this community. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Shannon R. Waite, Ed.D. 

Clinical Assistant Professor 

The Graduate School of Education at Fordham University 

Educational Leadership, Administration, and Policy 

 

 

 











        (Pending Committee Approval) 
BRONX COMMUNITY BOARD NO. 8 

                                               Minutes of the Education Committee Meeting 
     Held on December 19, 2017 at the Board Office 
 
PRESENT      AFFILIATION 
Sylvia Alexander     Education Committee, Chair 
Eric Dinowitz      CB8 Committee Member 
Marvin Goodman     CB8 Committee Member 
Rita Pochter-Lowe     CB8 Committee Member 
Judith Green      Community Committee Member 
GUESTS 
Roae M. Doyle     Manhattan College 
Robert Press      Community Resident 
Lisa Hendron      The Riverdale Press  
Turan Balik      I Learn Schools 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:40 PM. 
The minutes of September 25 and November 28 were approved as written. 
 
The Chair received a call from Mr. Balik on December 18th asking to present his 
organization’s plan to open a Charter School in District 10 in September 2019. 
His organization is called I Learn which has several Charter schools located in North Jersey.  
Even though this was not on the agenda, the Chair allowed the presentation.  The application 
to New York State has not been submitted yet but the name of the school will be The Bronx 
Arts and Science Charter School.  It is proposed to open with students chosen by lottery for  
K-2, adding a grade a year.  It will be a free public charter school with a safe and secure school 
environment, it will have a STEM based education in a digital learning environment 
with extended day and extracurricular activities. Students who are English language learners 
or require special education services are encouraged to apply.  A power point of existing 
schools under I Learn was viewed by the committee and there was a Q &A at the conclusion 
of the presentation.  The committee did not approve or disapprove the charter school since a 
site has not been identified in CB8. 
 
The Chair continued the agenda with the committee and discussion was entertained for 
possible topics for a community forum in the later part of the school year.  Planning will be 
continued. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:10 PM. 
         

             Respectfully submitted, 
        Sylvia Alexander, Chair 
        Education Committee  
      






