
21621 Briarcliff St.
Saint Clair Shores, MI 48082

November 7, 2014

Greetings Fellow Alumni,

As I write this, autumn has definitely come to Michigan, the World Series is over, and the Bills are on a winning streak. I do have a lot to be thankful for, and I hope this letter finds you both healthy and happy.

The program committee has been toiling since August planning our 2015 reunion. A lot has been decided, but a few things are still in the works. Here is what we know so far. Anything not included here will appear in the 2015 bulletin.
Our reunion will take place from Friday, June 12 through Sunday, June 14 at the Clarion Hotel, 8250 Park Rd., Batavia, NY 14020. Many of us plan to arrive early allowing for more time to socialize and put the finishing touches on the reunion. I understand that there will be a school play next year, which is top secret so far. This will influence when we arrive in Batavia. No doubt, the bulletin will reveal all.
The price per night at the hotel is $87 for standard rooms and $107 for suites. These prices do not include tax and are available only if you register directly through the Association. To receive this lower tax-free rate, you must register by May 1, 2015 with our treasurer, Chester Smalley. You can contact him by phone at (814) 866-3949, by email at, chet_smalley@neo.rr.com, or by mail at 541 W. Gore Rd., Erie, PA 16509-2329. You will be responsible for all taxes if you register directly with the hotel.

We have scheduled three planned meals through the hotel along with the continental breakfast on Saturday morning, the picnic with the students at NYSSB, and a sandwich lunch following the business meeting on Saturday.
The choices for Friday dinner include fish fry with French fries and coleslaw for $15, roast beef on kimmelweck with French fries and horse radish for $12, and Julienne salad for $15. All meals include rolls and butter, chocolate cake, coffee, tea and soda.

Menu choices for the banquet include rib eye steak with mushrooms for $25, Apple Stuffed Chicken with Cinnamon Apple Vinaigrette for $22, Grilled Salmon with Béchamel Sauce for $22 and Vegetable Primavera with Creamy Alfredo Sauce for $20. The rib eye, chicken and salmon meals include baked potato with butter and sour cream and green beans almandine. All meals include garden salad with ranch and French dressing, rolls and butter, cheesecake, coffee, tea and soda. Prior to the banquet, we will have a cocktail hour with platters of fruit, vegetables, cheese, crackers and pepperoni served at each table, and wait staff will be available to take drink orders. Murry Dimon will MC the banquet, and our speaker will be nationally known meteorologist Kevin Williams from WHEC TV, NBC 10 in Rochester.

Our Sunday brunch will include fluffy scrambled eggs, bacon, sausage, breakfast potatoes, French toast sticks, Danishes, orange juice, coffee and tea. The cost is $12. All hotel meal prices include a 19% gratuity.
Following the business meeting, we will have lunch in the hospitality room consisting of submarine sandwiches and salads from Tops Friendly Market. The price is $8 and also includes chips, dessert and beverage.
Our schedule of events promises to be busy, fun and a bit different. On Thursday, we will travel to NYSSB to party with the students and staff. We will collect $10 per person to cover round trip bus transportation and our share of the food. For all bus trips, you will need to submit a ticket or show a meal ticket prior to boarding the bus.
On Friday afternoon, we will hold an extended technology demonstration along with Bingo. If you wish to play bingo, we will collect a $2 donation at the door to cover the cost of prizes.

Friday evening will find us in the Severne Hall auditorium for our opening meeting. The program will be NYSSB trivia with President Ed in charge, so bring those thinking caps! We will again have bus transportation to and from the school, which will cost $5 per person.
The hospitality room 300 will be open following evening activities until midnight, with quiet hour starting at 11:00.

Please plan to attend our business meeting Saturday morning and help lead our organization into the future. We have several proposed bylaws amendments to discuss, and are already contemplating our centennial reunion in 2018. It’s closer than you think!
Following lunch, we will travel by bus to the LeRoy Historical Society. There we will learn all about Jell-O, that wiggly dessert often served with fruit or whipped cream at our dear old NYSSB. We will collect $10, which will cover $5 for round trip transportation and $5 for admission to the Jell-O Gallery, the historic LeRoy House and the Transportation Museum. Many of our members took this trip several years ago and really enjoyed it. 
On arriving back at the hotel, we will hold both a Bible study and a Catholic Mass if there is sufficient interest. If you wish to attend Mass, please notify Tom Flaherty. You can reach him by phone at (585) 957-0341, by email at tflah@aol.com, or by mail at 31 Berry St., Rochester, NY 14609.
Jean Mann will lead our memorial service. If you have information to share or want to participate, please contact her by phone at (518) 640-9572, by email at jmann40@nycap.rr.com or by mail at 100 White Pine Dr., Apt. 222, Albany, NY 12203.

Again next year, we will award two stipends of $200 to anyone needing financial assistance to attend the reunion. If you know of someone interested in receiving the stipend or feel you qualify, please notify any officer by March 1, 2015. We especially want to hear from anyone who has never attended a reunion before.
Now, since there is no auction on the schedule next year, I want to discuss how we will raise funds for the Association in 2015. Certainly enriching the treasury is a topic near and dear to the hearts of Chet and the finance committee and vital to our survival as an organization. During the reunion, we will raise funds for the Association with a 50/50 raffle. Tickets will cost $1 for one ticket, $3 for 5 tickets and $5 for 10 tickets. The program committee will be selling tickets throughout the weekend up to the banquet, and the drawing will take place at the banquet. The fund raising committee will also have t shirts, luggage identifiers and other items available for sale at the reunion.
As plants and shrubs are wont to do in the spring, our money tree will be in full bloom again next year. In the words of our Chief Gardner, “I do want to encourage all you money-loving Arborists and naturalists out there to keep our Money Tree in mind. The tree, come June 2015, will be even more abundant, nourishing and generous than it was last June, you just wait and see. Hint, Hint: Second and third place prizes, and a tree having generated 20% more leaves, man O Man, that photosynthesis, don't you love it? Not to mention buy six, get one free? Wow!”
Wow is right, Chet!
And our finance committee has been keeping really busy concocting other ways to raise funds for our organization. Among other things, they have developed four voluntary plans designed to provide the Association the use of funds in advance of our weekend, and would return credits toward reunion expenses to each contributor. The plans are gold, silver, bronze and copper. The larger the contribution required for each plan, the sooner the payment is due and the larger the credit you will receive. If you want to know the details or wish to participate in any of these plans, please contact Chester Smalley. His address appears earlier in this letter.
If you haven’t paid dues yet for 2014, it's not too late! Please send a check or money order payable to the NYSSB Alumni Association to Chester Smalley. As an alternative, he is now accepting payments electronically via PayPal. Send the payment to trea2014@neo.rr.com. Whichever method you use, payment is due by December 31, 2014. I want to emphasize that payments received on or before December 31, 2014 cover dues for 2014, which entitles you to receive the 2015 bulletin and reunion registration form. If you want to attend the 2015 reunion and receive the 2016 bulletin, you will need to pay dues again next year, either with reunion registration or by December 31, 2015. We don’t want anyone to miss out on the fun and friendship of next year’s reunion, or the chance to keep up with all the news from our association and our school.
And speaking of news, please submit all news, committee reports and other bulletin material to our editor, Rita Eggert, on or before January 15, 2015. You can contact her by phone at (518) 810-8158, by email at ritaeggert@nycap.rr.com, or by mail at 76 Harris Ave., Albany, NY 12208.
I have one more important reminder before I close this letter. Last summer, in an effort to sustain our organization, the membership voted to amend Article 2 of the bylaws to allow spouses and significant others of members in good standing to become full members of the Association. If you know anyone who might be eligible for membership under this new provision, please have them contact me in writing. My mailing address is at the top of this letter, and my email address is at the bottom. I will need the name, address, phone number, email address if any, and media preference, (braille, large print, electronic or audio cassette.) They should also include the name of the member in good standing.
I sincerely want to thank you for your continued interest and involvement with our association and urge you to tell your friends about us. I can’t wait to see you in June, 2015.
Sincerely,

Diane (Askew) Scalzi

Corresponding Secretary

(586) 337-5226

dscalzi@comcast.net
P.S. Dues are $15.

