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	Thursday, May 28, 2015

	AGENDA ITEM
	KEY POINTS

DISCUSSION/RECOMMENDATIONS
	NEXT STEPS

	Welcome and Get Organized


	· Introduction of members

State Education Department (SED) staff provided instruction on travel reimbursement; reviewed agenda and materials and informed members of the following 2015-16 Commissioner’s Advisory Panel (CAP) dates reminding them to place a hold on their calendars in addition to notifying their supervisors of the following dates:

· November 5 and 6, 2015

· February 25 and 26, 2016

· June 2 and 3, 2016
· SED staff discussed changes to SED administration 
· Commissioner MaryEllen Elia appointed – begins July 6, 2015
· P-12 Deputy Commissioner Cosimo Tangorra resigned  
	SED staff will resend CAP 2015-16 meeting dates to CAP members

	Minutes


	A motion to accept the February 2015 minutes was made and seconded. 
Motion approved. Minutes approved. 
	

	Public Comment
	· CAP Chairperson reviewed rules for public comment

· Michael Lucow from Council of New York State Special Education Administrators (CNYSEA) provided public comment regarding the following:

· Proposal to eliminate minimum frequency requirements for consultant teacher and resource room services 
· Teacher certification process for special education


	

	Information Sharing 
	Members shared information about issues and events in their region of the State.
 
	

	State Systemic Improvement Plan 
	· Discussed United States Department of Education’s Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP) expectations regarding State Systemic Improvement Plan (SSIP) and responded to member questions
· Reviewed SSIP

· Increasing the percentage of students with disabilities performing at levels 2 and above in grades 3-8 English Language Arts State assessments
· Reviewed improvement activities, strategies to improve infrastructure, theory of action and targets
· Member Discussion and Recommendations
· Current teacher certification structure is challenge to implementation of SSIP goal to address literacy in grades 3-8

· Revise test accommodations manual to assist in implementation of SSIP


	Members to consider how to further advise SED on SSIP process


	Blueprint for Success for Students with Disabilities
	· Members reviewed draft Blueprint and provided the following comments and recommendations:
· Overall member support for proposed key principles; emphasis on all teachers being  teachers of students with disabilities and focus on career development
· Some schools become intimidated when students are taught about self-advocacy and their civil rights. Recommend increased focus on active participation of students in individualized education program (IEP) meetings and teaching students how to participate in CSE process; Regional Special Education Technical Assistance Support Centers (RSE-TASC) training on student directed CSE meetings was excellent. 
· Recommend videotaping and posting effective practices on the website and celebrating and acknowledging district success in aligning instruction with principles of Blueprint

· Some general education teachers may not be experienced with teaching students with disabilities; recommend professional development on how general and special education teachers can co-plan and ensure time for co-planning is built into school schedule
· Some students with disabilities receiving services in the general education classroom indicated to their parents they feel like they are “visiting” the general education classroom; there is also some confusion regarding what constitutes least restrictive environment (LRE) and a frequent misconception that inclusive settings with significant supports are more restrictive than special classes
· Appropriate access to accessible instructional materials is issue for students with disabilities

	SED staff to share June 2014 field memorandum on the Role of the Committee on Special Education in Relation to the Common Core Learning Standards

	Preschool Policy
	· SED staff presented information and responded to member questions regarding:

· Number of preschool students with disabilities and preschool programs in the State
· Student outcome data

· Preschool approval and monitoring process

· Draft federal policy statement regarding inclusion

· Significant variations throughout State in preschool students receiving services in the LRE

· Data regarding suspension and expulsion of preschool students
· Existing and potential supports for preschool children with behavioral issues

· Potential changes in Special Education Itinerant Services, assignment of one-to-one aides, instruction based upon the learning standards, requirements related to progress monitoring and standards for behavioral support
	· Future discussion on preschool policy issues related to LRE, suspension and services
· SED staff to share NYS Pre-Kindergarten Foundation for the Common Core Learning Standards and the United States Department of Education Draft Policy Statement on the Inclusion of Children with Disabilities in Early Childhood Programs

	State Policy
	· SED staff provided information and responded to member questions regarding:
· District data and determinations

· Diploma options (4 + 1), social studies coursework and assessment changes 
· Health Homes for Children initiatives
	SED staff will e-mail members the website for district data and determinations when posted

	CAP Accomplishments and Goals
	· NYSED staff reviewed CAP accomplishments from the 2014-15 CAP year 
· CAP members recommended the following potential topics for the 2015-16 CAP year: 
· Incorporate sharing time (issues/events happening in region) into each CAP meeting

· Collaborative meeting with Youth Panel and CAP members
· Invite Parent Center representatives to CAP meeting to obtain additional information on what Parent Centers do and discuss recommendations on how districts can better support parents 

· Additional information and impact of Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA) on transition age students

· Identify resources to support Blueprint (videos and webinars) – share practices with SED

· New York's State Systemic Improvement Plan (SSIP)

· Teacher certification structure and impact on outcomes for students with disabilities

· Presentation and discussion regarding disproportionality with Technical Assistance Center on Disproportionality (TAC-D)

· Challenges associated with CDOS Commencement Credential and how to find/create work-based learning experiences 

· Update on the transition to the Test Assessing Secondary Completion (TASC) and consideration of the TASC as a regular high school diploma option 

· Closer to Home initiatives and the impact on schools specific to the need for additional behavioral supports

· Follow-up on preschool issues and advise on future regulatory changes

· LRE/Inclusion 

· Higher education and preparation of general education teachers to teach students with disabilities


	SED staff to share May 2015 Board of Regents update on TASC



	Commissioner’s Advisory Panel for Special Education Services

May 28-29, 2015
Comfort Inn and Suites, East Greenbush, New York

	Friday, May 29, 2015

	AGENDA ITEM
	KEY POINTS

DISCUSSION/RECOMMENDATIONS
	NEXT STEPS

	Assistive Technology
	· NYSED staff presented information and responded to members questions on Assistive Technology (AT)
· Member Comments
· Lack of individuals qualified to provide AT evaluations

· Some vendors pressure parents into purchasing certain devices
· Some teachers do not allow students to use AT devices
· Some teachers believe allowing students to use an AT device provides them with an advantage that is not available to other students; they do not understand that the device ensures equal access to the learning standards  
· Many students need to use their AT device at home for completing homework; some districts will not allow the student to take the AT device home and/or provide a second device for the home
· Newer devices are often low cost, effective and easier for the student to manage/transport (e.g. ipad)
· Transporting and protecting AT devices from loss or breakage is a challenge  
· Member Recommendations

· Provide training on AT to CPSE/CSE chairpersons 

· Offer Statewide AT Conference 
· Additional guidance on use of AT for district and State assessments - include information in test accommodations manual 
· Develop brochure on AT

· Parent training on AT requirements, services and devices
· Provide guidance/training on AT evaluations and appropriate use of the internet in school settings 
· Enhance district knowledge about AT and capacity to provide technical support
· Increase funding for AT and expand existing resources 

	SED staff to share SED’s website for Accessible Instructional Materials 

	Positive Behavior Interventions and Supports – Tier 3: Wraparound Services
	· Dr. Kevin Quinn, Associate Professor of Special Education in the School of Education at the State University of New York at Albany and Arthur Tobia, Behavior Specialist with the New York City RSE-TASC, provided information and facilitated a discussion on the structure of Positive Behavior Interventions and Supports (PBIS) in NYS and the wraparound process for students with significant behavioral disabilities  
· Presenters provided the following information:
· Data regarding students with behavioral difficulties

· Tier 3 supports/wraparound supports 
· Challenges faced by schools regarding wraparound process

· Importance of consistency of wraparound teams

· Operationalizing wraparound services at the school level and how CAP members could support Tier 3 interventions
· Members provided the following comments and recommendations:
· Ensure access to providers for families who do not have insurance and/or individuals who are undocumented 

· Provide services in culturally competent manner

· Identify and address challenges regarding re-integration into the community

· Increase parent awareness of wraparound services

· Increase focus on strategies for the identification of students in need of wraparound services

· Provide information on the role of district in facilitation of wraparound services

· Emphasize the importance of family voice and choice to wraparound process

· Increase the availability of wraparound services
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