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Commissioner’s Advisory Panel for Special Education Services 
November 3-4, 2016 

Comfort Inn and Suites, East Greenbush, New York 
Meeting Notes 

Thursday, November 3, 2016 
AGENDA ITEM KEY POINTS 

DISCUSSION/RECOMMENDATIONS 
NEXT STEPS 

Welcome and Get 
Organized 
 

 Introduction of new and existing members 
 Reviewed by-laws, agenda and materials 
 Reviewed dates and times for the remaining CAP meetings which are held on Thursdays 

(11:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.) and Fridays (8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.).  SED staff also asked 
members to place a hold on their calendars for the remaining meeting dates.  The 
scheduled dates are: 
• February 2-3, 2017 
• June 1-2, 2017 

  

SED staff will email 
remaining meeting dates 
to CAP members  

Minutes 
 

A motion to accept the June 2016 minutes was made and seconded.  
Motion approved; Minutes approved  

 

Election of Officers  Edward Escobar continues as chairperson as appointed by the Commissioner 
 Members voted and elected vice chairperson and secretary: 

• Yvonne Sinisgalli as vice chairperson 
• Jacqueline Harris as secretary  

 

 

Public Comment There was no official public comment received.  

Information 
Sharing 

Members shared information about issues and events in their region. 
  

 

Discussion with 
Assistant 
Commissioner 
 

The New York State Education Department (NYSED) leadership provided information and 
responded to member questions about Office of Special Education (OSE) priorities 
regarding: 
 Teacher certification and shortages 
 Parent engagement and understanding of the special education process (the NYSED is 

revising the Parents Guide and is directing its networks to engage parents more 
effectively)  

 Quality instruction across settings and the continuum of services 
 Services to students in non-public schools 
 Preschool funding 
 Redesign of the State Systemic Improvement Plan (SSIP)  

Information regarding 
Office of Special 
Education Programs 
(OSEP’s) technical 
assistance initiatives will 
be shared with members. 
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 The NYSED’s OSE will be updating guidance documents in the coming months and 
providing drafts to CAP members for comment prior to release.  Draft materials that are 
shared for review should not be shared with the public.  

 The Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP) monitoring visit: 
• As a result of the monitoring visit, the NYSED will be increasingly engaging in OSEP 

sponsored technical assistance.  States are provided a level of support by OSEP 
based on specific risk factors.  NYSED and OSEP staff participate in bi-weekly calls 
to address identified issues and technical assistance needs. 

• OSEP staff recommended increased collaboration between the NYSED’s OSE 
program and fiscal offices.  This work has already begun. 

 
Member comments and recommendations: 
 Acknowledge the good work schools are doing; identify and share effective models of 

program delivery 
 Provide professional development to school administrators to ensure they understand 

special education issues and requirements  
 Review requirements for teacher and administrator preparation programs specific to 

competencies related to the education of students with disabilities  
 Ensure schools offer the full continuum of services and educate students in the least 

restrictive environment (LRE) 
 
Member recommendations for new format for CAP: 
 Subgroup committees based on key topics with members working together between 

meetings 
 More breakout sessions during meetings with deeper discussion on topics and increased 

member input 
 Members to develop work products and recommendations for the Commissioner 
 Invite the Commissioner to attend CAP meetings at least once per year 
 Members would like to meet at the NYSED at least once per year 
 Increase diversity in membership 
 Develop strategies to enhance public engagement 
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 Receive executive summaries from the NYSED so members have talking points to bring 
to the field 

 Receive CAP materials in advance of the meetings to review 
Parent’s Guide Small group discussions focused on suggested edits to the draft Parent’s Guide SED staff will review and 

make edits as appropriate  
State Policy SED staff provided policy updates and responded to member questions regarding: 

 OSEP’s Differentiated Monitoring System (DMS)  
 Superintendent Determination for a Local Diploma for Students with Disabilities: 

members recommended the Superintendent Determination as an appeal process so the 
teacher, school personnel and student could also request it. 

 4 + Career Development and Occupational Studies (CDOS) Commencement Credential 
as a pathway to a diploma 

 Approval of Work Readiness Assessments for Option II of the CDOS Commencement 
Credential   
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Commissioner’s Advisory Panel for Special Education Services 
November 3-4, 2016 

Comfort Inn and Suites, East Greenbush, New York 
Meeting Notes 

Friday, November 4, 2016 

AGENDA ITEM KEY POINTS 
DISCUSSION/RECOMMENDATIONS 

NEXT STEPS 

Early Childhood 
Direction Centers 
(ECDC) 

SED staff and a panel of five ECDC representatives provided information on services offered 
to parents and early childhood programs.  Members engaged in small group discussions in 
which they brainstormed potential solutions to:  
 LRE at the preschool level and what factors influence high rates of segregation 
 Lack of providers for preschool special education services and what factors are 

contributing to the shortage of providers 
 How ECDCs best promote their services and best develop connections with providers 

and districts 
 

A summary of comments 
from small group 
discussion notes will be 
shared with members  

Every Student 
Succeeds Act 
(ESSA) 

NYSED leadership provided information, responded to member questions and engaged 
members in discussion regarding the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) with a particular 
focus on: 
 New York State’s draft high concept ideas for ESSA 
 Legislation specific to changes in the one percent cap on alternate assessments for 

accountability purposes  
 
Member discussion and recommendations: 
 Continue to advocate for instructional level assessments 
 Provide training and guidance for committee on special education (CSE) chairpersons 

and parents on which students may be most appropriate for alternate assessments 
 Support holding schools accountable for closing gaps for student subgroups 
 Support high school success index specific to receiving potential credit for students 

receiving a high school equivalency diploma by passing the Test Accessing Secondary 
Completion (TASC) with mixed support for partial credit for attainment of the CDOS 
credential as a stand-alone credential 

Members will respond via 
survey monkey to provide 
comment on high concept 
ideas 

 


