PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE REGULATIONS OF THE COMMISSIONER OF EDUCATION RELATING TO THE REQUIREMENTS FOR STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES TO GRADUATE WITH A LOCAL HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA

PUBLIC COMMENT SUBMISSION COVER SHEET – MUST BE RECEIVED NO LATER THAN NOVEMBER 30, 2012
At the October Board of Regents meeting, a revised proposed amendment to section 100.5 of the Regulations of the Commissioner of Education relating to the requirements for students with disabilities to graduate with a local high school diploma was approved through emergency adoption.  The State Education Department is accepting public comment on the revised rule.  Comments will be reviewed by the Board of Regents in January 2013 in consideration of permanent adoption of the revised rule.  
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	Section 100.5 of the Regulations of the Commissioner of Education

	The revised proposed amendment expands the options for a student with a disability to earn a local diploma to include the following ‘compensatory option’. 

1. scores between 45-54 on one or more of the five required Regents exams, other than the English or mathematics exam, but scores 65 or higher on one or more of the required Regents exams, in which case the lower score(s) can be compensated by the higher score(s); and 

2. obtains a passing grade, that meets or exceeds the required passing grade by the school, for the course in the subject area of the Regents examination in which he or she received a score of 45-54;

3. has a satisfactory attendance rate, in accordance with the district’s or school’s attendance policy for the school year during which the student took the Regents examination in which he or she received a score of 45-54, exclusive of excused absences; provided that

4. a student may not use the compensatory score option if the student is using a passing score on one or more Regents Competency Tests to graduate with a local diploma.
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