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BOBCAT TALES

Superintendent’'s Welcome

No organization thrives for
140 years without tremendous
staff and a supportive
community. | continue to be
impressed by the dedication
and professionalism that I
have witnessed during my first
school year at NYSSB. Our
staff have dedicated their
professional lives to helping
people with visual
impairments achieve greater
independence and that is what
makes NYSSB such a special
place.

This past school year has
been marked with many
significant events including
several open houses for the
community, the organization
and Grand Opening of the
NYSSB Museum, outreach
presentations at several
BOCES CSE/ CPSE Chair’s
meetings, a curriculum review
of the pre-vocational program,
the restructuring and
relocation of the Resource

Center, Big Events filled with
creative instructional ideas,
recreational activities driven
by students’ interest and
community outreach, and all
of the other school wide
activities put together to make
the 2008-2009 school year a
tremendous success.

As with any organization,
during the next school year we
will be focusing on continuing
to increase student
achievement and
independence. We will
continue to promote a
community of learners by
having all staff participate in
targeted professional
development activities. The
teachers and related service
providers will be participating
in a literacy circle reading the
Read- Aloud Handbook by
James Trelease. The Special
Education Assistants and the
Child Care Aides will have
targeted professional

development on disability
awareness, the IEP process,
Alternative Assessments, and
Social Skills Training. The
entire school will be exploring
Transition services for the
students preparing to exit our
program. [ am looking
forward to a productive 2009-
2010 school year.

&nin Sainben

Hyelee and Mrs. Fairben at
the Ribbon Cutting
Ceremony for our new
NYSSB Museum.

You're Invited—Opening Ceremony

Please join us on
September 8, 2009 from
6:00-8:00 pm in the
NYSSB Gym for a musical
presentation by Glenn
McClure to celebrate the
opening of the 2009-2010
school year.

Glenn McClure is a
composer and arts

integration consultant who
also teaches at the
Eastman School of Music.
His compositions have
been performed in
Carnegie Hall and at
Lincoln Center. Mr.
McClure's main
compositional interest lies
in the mixing of classical

music with ethnic music
traditions.

A two-time recipient of
the prestigious Continental
Harmony Commission by the
American Composers Forum,
Mr. McClure, who has a
severe stutter, is also a
passionate advocate for the
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A Word from the Education Department Head—Deborah Stamp

The 2009-2010 school year promises to be a learning adventure. Functional academics of math, science, English
language arts, history, social skills and skills of daily life will be addressed daily during exciting activities in the
classroom, campus and community. The NYSSB education and residential life look forward to promoting literacy,
encouraging each student to dream, set personal goals and believe that what they wish and strive for may come true.

A Spotlight on some of our Incredible Teachers

N ANNE BIRD Ms. Bird has been an instructor at NYSSB for 26 years. She received both her
‘ Bachelor's Degree in Special Education and her Master's in Teaching of the Blind and Visually :
\ : Impaired from SUNY at Geneseo. This upcoming year Ms. Bird is looking forward to continuing to  :
i/ : help her students advance academically to their grade levels, while incorporating the expanded core
; curriculum skills that they need to be successful outside of NYSSB. Coordinating a variety of :
: grade levels and skill-based needs within one classroom is challenging, but very motivating as well.

JACKIE CACKETT The 2009-2010 school year will be Ms. Cackett's seventh
year teaching at NYSSB. She started as an Instructor Assistant and decided to go
back to school to get her Master's in Special Education from D'Youville College in
Buffalo. She taught at Batavia Middle School for 2 % years before returning back to
NYSSB in 2003 to teach. Ms. Cackett is looking forward to taking her class on field
trips and working with her students to grow and develop their independence levels in
all their skill areas.

RENEE D'ANGELO Mrs. D'Angelo has been working at NYSSB for a year and a
half. She has been in the field of teaching for 7 years. She has her Bachelor of
Science Degree in Elementary and Special Education with a specialization in Early
Childhood Education. Her Master's Degree is in Literacy Education. She is currently
working on completing her second Master’'s Degree in Blind and Visual Impairment. Her
classroom is looking forward to growing and changing in all areas. They are excited
about field trips and fun activities that the students will experience and enjoy doing.

JOMARIE MCMULLEN Mrs. McMullen has been at NYSSB for 29

years. She has a Bachelor's Degree in Special Education and a Master's
Degree in Blind and Visual Impairment. Her class is looking forward to the
academics and she is looking forward to teaching Earth Science lessons. The
students enjoy the experiments and interactive lessons.

REGGIE NEUBERT Ms. Neubert started her career at NYSSB in 1974. She has
undergraduate degrees in Special Education and Elementary Education, and has a certification in
Education of the Blind from Geneseo. She received her Master's Degree in Administration in 1983
from Brockport. Ms. Neubert has continued to supplement her knowledge of special education and
education of the visually impaired by attending conferences and education seminars. This coming
school year the major focus for the classroom will be preparing the students for life after NYSSB.
With students that are near or over the age of 18 the emphasis will be on transition skills. This
includes life skills, career exploration, functional academics, social skills and general knowledge.
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17-A Guardianship

®Before your child turns 18 you
should get them a non-driver ID or
other formal picture identification
card. It is harder to get after they
turn 18.

O@If they don't yet qualify, you can
apply for Medicaid and SSTI when
they turn 18.

®Males need to register for the
draft when they turn 18.

®At 18, your child becomes an adult
and is legally able o make their own
decisions. Not all of our students are
able to handle making some of these

HIN1

Every year parents and schools
struggle with the onset of flu
season. Differentiating between a
cold and the flu can be difficult for
many people. Then last spring there
was a scare related to the HIN1,
Swine Flu virus. The reason that the
Swine flu is a concern is that it is
not normally transmissible from
human to human. Transmission can
occur from swine to human but that
is where it ends. However, a
mutation occurred that allowed
human to human transmission and
since it is a hew virus to humans, a
far greater number of people are
susceptible and tend to have worse
symptoms.

Symptoms of swine flu are similar to
the common flu: Fever (>100.0
degrees F), cough, sore throat, body
aches, headache, chills and fatigue,
and sometimes diarrhea and vomiting
or a stuffy nose. Swine flu can also
cause pneumonia, which can make it
hard to breathe.

Fall 2009

adult decisions and so we encourage
families to go through their local
Surrogate's Court to gain 17-A
Guardianship of their child. This legal
guardianship allows the petitioner to
be the decision maker for the
disabled person and their property in
their adult life. It also allows the
petitioner to appoint a standby
guardian that can take over in the
event that something would happen to
you.

The (CQC) Commission on Quality of
Care and Advocacy for Persons with
Disabilities has a section of their
website dedicated to 17-A. You can

Kids need immediate medical
attention if they have any of these
symptoms: fast breathing or trouble
breathing, bluish skin color, not
drinking enough fluids, very sleepy or
lethargic, have a fever with a rash or
have flu-like symptoms improve, then
return with fever and a worse cough.

To help protect yourself and your
family from swine flu, the CDC
recommends:

Washing your hands frequently with
soap and water or hand sanitizer, and
avoiding touching your eyes and
mouth.

Cough or sneeze into tissues instead
of your hands.

Stay home from school or work if
you are sick and limit contact with
other people to prevent the spread of
illness.

Contact your health care provider if
you have flu symptoms, and live in or
have recently traveled to affected

Wash your hands
for 30 seconds or while you sing
“Happy Birinday” iwice)

print your own forms or call 1-800-
624-4143 for your free CDRom
that will provide you with forms and
a Planning Guide. http://
www.cqc.state.ny.us/
guardianshipforms/guardintro.htm

Mental Hygiene Legal Services will
sometimes represent the child, and
their best interests, in court for
guardianship proceedings. Families
from the Buffalo to Syracuse area
can use this web address to find their
local office. http://
www.courts.state. ny.us/ad4/mhls
MHLS_Default.htm#Rules

areas.

Ask about a vaccine. Vaccines
currently given to prevent against
seasonal flu are unlikely to prevent
swine flu, however, there is a
concerted effort fo produce a swine
flu vaccine. It is strongly
recommended that your child get the
vaccine when available. Presently,
mid-October is the anticipated
distribution date.

Generally, kids without chronic health
conditions tolerate infection with flu
viruses fairly well. But if your child
does have a chronic condition, like
asthma, make sure to check with your
doctor to help ensure the condition is
under control. Like regular seasonal
flu, swine flu can trigger problems in
underlying chronic conditions.

Flu spreads easily. If you suspect
your child is getting the flu, it is
important that he/she does not
attend school or go anywhere else—
such as group childcare, the mall, or
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H1N1 continued...

sporting events—where other people
would be exposed to flu germs.

If we all practice good hygiene,
health officials believe we can limit
the spread of swine flu in our school
at this time.

While it is unlikely we will close, if
your local school closes,
transportation to us may not be
available. Keep in contact with your
local school district in regards to
closings and flu outbreaks.

Please stay informed by paying
attention to media reports. You
can get more information at
www.flu.gov, www.cdc.gov,
www.nyhealth.gov,
www.schoolhealthservicesny.com, or

the 24 hour toll-free hotline that
New Yorkers across the State can
use to get answers to their questions.
The hotline is 1-800-808-1987.

Thank you for your cooperation in
keeping our children and our school
healthy.

Sincerely,

Erin Meehan-Fairben,
Superintendent

Eric S George, RN
Nurse Administrator
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Corner

Next Meeting: Monday 10/5/09
before Homecoming
(we are trying Yo arrange a fraining
for this night, perhaps a binder
training to teach us how to keep
track of all of our children's medical
and educational records)

* We will be using our fundraising
money to buy a Tops gift card for
$900. Each teacher will have access
to $100 to buy snacks for their
classroom and items for cooking
projects.

* We would like to make an inventory
list for the cooking lab to help keep
that stocked as well for cooking
projects.


http://www.flu.gov/�
http://www.pandemicflu.gov/�
http://www.nyhealth.gov/�
http://www.schoolhealthservicesny.com/�
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