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THE STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT / THE UNIVERSITY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK


OFFICE OF P-12 EDUCATION: Office of Special Education 

NEW YORK STATE SCHOOL FOR THE BLIND, 2A Richmond Avenue, Batavia, New York 14020

Telephone: (585) 343-5384
Fax: (585) 344-5557


October 11, 2012
To the Parents/Guardian,
The 6th annual Braille Challenge® will be held on Saturday, March 2, 2013 from 11:00 AM until 4:00 PM (snow date of March 9, 2013) at the New York State School for the Blind (NYSSB). Your child is invited to participate in this event with braille readers from across upstate New York.    

The Braille Challenge® is a unique event exclusively for students who read and write braille. This academic competition is unlike any other, and supports the hard work and achievement for students of all ages who are blind.  This contest is designed to motivate braille readers to emphasize their study of braille, while rewarding their success with a challenging day of events. 
During the competition, participants, ages 6 to 19, will compete in six challenging categories requiring them to read and write braille.  Contests are designed to test the students’ braille skills in several areas—reading comprehension, braille spelling, chart and graph reading, proofreading, and braille speed and accuracy.  For more information about these contests, go to the following link: http://www.brailleinstitute.org/contest_categories .  
Students from across the United States and Canada will participate in the local preliminary rounds in hopes of qualifying for the 60 spots available at the national competition.  The top scorers in the regional round will advance to the national finals and get the opportunity to represent their state as they compete against the top blind students from across the United States and Canada!  This regional Braille Challenge® is the first step on the road to the national competition, which will be held June 22-23, 2013 at the Braille Institute’s headquarters in Los Angeles.  
We would like to congratulate two of the students participating in the preliminary round at NYSSB, who went on to the finals and placed in their division: Nicholas H., First place Jr. Varsity winner, and Kelly C., Second Place Freshman winner. Congratulations!
While students are participating in the contests, activities will be available for families, and have the opportunity to talk with other parents of students from all over our great state!  Lunch will be provided between 11 AM and 12 PM for all who are attending.
What can you do to encourage your child to participate in this event?  Simply complete the enclosed permission form, and return it to your child’s teacher as soon as possible!  Please indicate your child’s T-shirt size and who will be attending the event (numbers are necessary to plan for lunch). 
T-shirts are provided to all students participating in the Braille Challenge® day, and to teacher volunteers working the program.  However, if families are interested in purchasing a t-shirt, the cost is $7.00 each, and you may Indicate on the back of the permission form what sizes and number are needed.  

We hope you will attend with your child so that you can learn more about how to encourage his or her braille skills, meet other parents, and enjoy the fun!  

If you and your child are not able to attend the event but you would still like your child to participate in the contests, you may wish to arrange with their teacher of the visually impaired to complete the contests during school hours. This option must be indicated on the permission form, and the contests must be done the week prior to the event.
If you would like additional information, please contact Michelle Campbell, NYSSB Regional Braille Challenge™ Coordinator from one of the options below. 
Sincerely,

Michelle E. Campbell
Michelle Campbell, 
Student Support Services and MDT Chairperson
New York State School for the Blind

2A Richmond Ave., Batavia, NY 14020
Phone: (585) 343-5384, extension 339

E-mail: mruble@mail.nysed.gov
The New York State School for the Blind does not discriminate on the basis of age, color, religion, creed, disability, marital status, pregnancy, veteran’s status, national origin, race, gender, genetic disposition or carrier status, or sexual orientation in its recruitment, educational programs, services, and activities. Inquiries regarding this policy of nondiscrimination should be directed to the Office of the Superintendent, New York State School for the Blind, 2A Richmond Ave., Batavia, New York  14020.  Telephone (585) 343-5384.

