*Member News

*BUFFALO NEWS

Linda Kaminski reporting

Vinny Tagliarino’s daughter Colleen and her husband built a house in Clarence and moved into it in April of 2009.  If all has gone well, their third child was born in February 2010.

In October, 2008, Vinny and his wife went to Las Vegas where Vinny hit the jackpot!

On November 13, 2009, Mary Gryc passed away at the Cheektowaga Hospice Center.

John Schiavone recently moved to an assisted living facility. He can be reached by phone at (607) 277-1985.

On May 21, 2010, Tony Pezzimenti will retire from Erie County as a computer analyst.

On April 10 and 11, 2010, the ABBA Blind Bowling Tournament will be held at the Holiday Inn in Batavia. Bowling will be at Mancuso’s Bowling Lanes.

Linda Lazzaro is the proud grandmother of three grandchildren, Ravi, born July 22, 2006;  Quinn, born May 29, 2009;  and Sonya, born July 12, 2009. Chet Smalley, Linda’s former husband, takes equal pride in these beautiful youngsters, and he does so, along with his wife, also named Linda, from their home in Erie, Pennsylvania. Ravi, Quinn and Sonya are lucky little ones, what with grandparents all over the place.

Nancy Patterson was unexpectedly saddened by the sudden death at his West Seneca home of her younger brother John, who passed away on February 5, 2010. John, Nancy recalls with loving pride, loved tools and possessed every tool known to man. A little boy at heart, Nancy said he also loved cartoons such as Felix the Cat and David Seville’s Chipmunks, and other songs. John, who was just 56 last October 9, was cremated on February 12 at Forest Lawn Cemetery.

Nancy resides at the Broadway Group Home at 5528 Broadway Lancaster, New York 14086. Her phone number is (716) 683-6539.

*BATAVIA REPORT

Ed Cooney Reporting

A happy rarity occurred on Friday, January 1, 2010. Edith Gassman, the lady who nurtured boys on the first floor of Hamilton Hall from the 1963-64 through the 1974-75 school years celebrated her one hundredth birthday. Happily for Mrs. Gassman and those who love her, she, though quite frail, is still in her own home, supported by family and dear friends.

Edith Rachel (Meek) Gassman was born on Saturday, January 1, 1910 at home on Potomac Avenue in Buffalo, New York. She was the fourth of seven brothers and sisters.

There were two celebrations of Edith’s 100th birthday. The first occurred on Friday, November 27, 2009 at the Presbyterian Church in Attica, New York. Over 100 people showed up to share their love with Edith. This “Almost One Hundred” celebration was scheduled for the Thanksgiving weekend to accommodate the availability of distant family members and friends over the holiday weekend.

Her actual birthday celebration was held by family members who couldn’t make it to the first occasion but who very much wanted to be with Edith as she crossed that magic threshold into a second century of life. It was an honor to be there to share it with her.

It was reported in the January 2, 2010 Batavia Daily News that Leland C. Sanborn, former Principal of Batavia High School and Superintendent of the New York State School for the Blind, died on December 20, 2009 at his home in Cockeysville, Maryland. He was 98 years old.

Muriel Hammond recalled in a telephone call with this reporter that she well remembered Mr. Sanborn’s father as being both hardy and active into his late nineties.

Wilfred Vasile—although retired from Leroy Machine, Wilfred is active as a genealogist. A shy and humble descendant of England’s King Edward I (1272 to 1309), Wilfred cheerfully assists his family, friends and neighbors who are interested in learning about their ancestors. You can reach Wilfred by phone at:  (585) 768-2371.

Helen Grapka, Mrs. John Grapka, has decided to retire from the Genesee Symphony Orchestra after 63 years as a cellist. Mrs. Grapka and her husband were founding members of the orchestra and are recognized as such in the program which was prepared for distribution at that august organization’s performances this season. Proud congratulations from all of her friends and former students in our association are extended to this sweet, thoughtful and wonderfully creative lady. Superintendent Fairben recently said that Mrs. Grapka frequently comes to the school to assist the students in signing their names and also helps with other projects. According to those who see her, she helps with the same energy, enthusiasm and dedication that was so apparent when she worked with us.

*ROCHESTER NEWS

Jan (Hotchkiss) Wettenstein Reporting

On Thursday, January 28, a snowy day, eight students and five staff from NYSSB traveled to our city to visit Tom Flaherty at the Rochester Plaza. The purpose of their trip was to visit the hotel and see Tom perform some of the tasks he does efficiently and competently using adaptive equipment on his job in the hospitality field. They arrived at about ten a.m. and split into two groups. One group was accompanied by the chief engineer, Terry Brandous on a tour of various areas in the hotel where they could touch Braille signage such as numbers of the floors, information in case of fire, and labels for the buttons inside and outside of the elevators. They were able to explore a sleeping room, where they had a chance to see various amenities offered to guests, getting a feel for what one would experience if staying there. The other group took a tour of Tom’s office, where he showed them the hotel switchboard with its Braille labeling, demonstrated how he was able to get a Braille display of information for registration purposes, how he used his talking computer with Jaws, which they all recognized, and how this equipment aided him in his job. The groups then switched sites so that everyone had a chance to see all the tour offered. They were thrilled and excited by everything. Following the tour they all had pizza for lunch and then returned to the school, inviting Tom to come soon and visit them. Tom did an excellent job of mentoring the students that day and we hope others in the alumni association will be given the opportunity to do more of this in the future.

Kathy (Partlow) Shields works for ABVI, where she is also currently receiving computer training in hopes of getting a job in the community once her training is completed. She will be traveling to Kentucky to visit friends in the spring and she is looking forward to leaving the snow behind for a few days.

Rochester ACB members have been very busy in the past year with fund-raisers:  a spaghetti dinner last spring, a candy sale during this winter, and a brunch upcoming in April. Ten of our members are NYSSB alumni. We are planning to use the money to help lobby for legislation that will benefit blind people in our community as well as all over this country. We are also hoping to purchase a phone system which will allow people to call in from other outlying areas to join our meetings, so that even though they cannot travel to be with us monthly they will be able to be members by joining us in two-way participation by phone, and being a part of our advocacy efforts.

Since our last reunion Mary Jane “MJ” (Kane) Schmidt has moved to a new apartment which is more accessible and has better transportation for her. MJ is often on-the-go, continuing her involvement in ACB, where she has been a mentor and participant on the national level for many years. She is always eager to hear from her friends. Her new address is:  Seneca Towers, apt. 815

200 Seth Green Drive, Rochester, NY  14621; Phone: (585) 663-7993.

Erma Baldwin has just moved into a fine new apartment. One of her friends tells us that the apartments are very comfortable and the building has a cafeteria that serves good food if Erma decides she wants to dine out of an evening. Her friends may get in touch with her at 81 Linden Ave., Rochester, NY  14610.

Bernice Bird has been very busy this winter. First she started a new job at the call center at ABVI. She says the days are long and very full but the work is interesting, and she received a 98% accuracy rate this month! She says it’s her “retirement job”. Bernice recently finished training with her new dog guide from Guide Dog Foundation. Patches is a black lab who “has a lot of kid in her”. She is also enjoying her grand-son who “talks a lot and is very bright”.

In November Bob DuPont’s friends got together and gave him a party for his 88th birthday. Erma Baldwin, Irma Herzog and Harold Strassner were all present. His friends took Bob to Keenan's for some good food and fine coffee. Many happy returns of the day Bob.
In July, Peg (Janson) Teitsworth made the difficult decision to admit her husband Dan to the Wayne County nursing home. She had done an excellent job of caring for him at home, but due to his worsening condition, felt that his needs would be better met in a skilled nursing facility. She is pleased with the care he receives there, visits him regularly, and is a strong advocate for him.

Peg visited her sister in Florida over the Thanksgiving holiday. She reports that the last time she was on an airplane was in 1986. Fortunately the flight went smoothly; however, when she visited her sister again at the end of January, the flight was more turbulent, which led Peg to reflect that she will not be traveling by plane again any time soon!

Anyone wishing to contact her may do so by email at:  pteits@rochester.rr.com.

Judy (Simons) Weidenborner and her husband Chuck have participated in several day trips throughout the year with various tour companies, one of which included a visit to the New York Wine and Culinary Center in Canandaigua, lunch at the Esperanza mansion, and a cruise on the Esperanza Rose down Keuka Lake. Another included a fall foliage train ride. In addition, they took an evening organic wine tasting cruise on the Sam Patch, which is a boat that docks in Pittsford and travels down the Erie Canal.

They have joined the Rochester Theater Organ Society, and their membership fee includes nine concerts throughout the year. They have also attended several plays at GEVA Theatre, which are audio described.

Larry Herriot has moved away from Rochester and is currently residing in Connecticut. Larry told us that as soon as he settles into a new residence he will give us his contact info and will be in touch with his friends.

Last summer a number of alumni got together for a steak roast at Jan Wettenstein’s. Mike Barnard and Alberta from Sidney came up for a few days of well-deserved vacation and Paul Jerge dropped in from Buffalo, and Larry Grasta, Tom Flaherty, Kathy and Andy Shields came also. We charcoaled steaks and had a cake and fresh corn-on-the-cob.  We did make Mike work for his food though, as he came to help Tom and Jan with their computers!

*Syracuse

Ken Williams reporting

The year 2009 has been hard for Ken Williams.  Last July 13, his beloved wife Nancy passed away due to complications in the wake of abdominal surgery.  Ken rightly recalls the affection many alumni members felt and still feel for Nancy Williams.  Ken reports he has moved in with a family and is doing fairly well.  He wants his friends to know he can be reached at:  3085 Warners Rd., Warners, NY  13164; Phone:  (315) 672-5809.

Ken’s close friend, Milford Bibby lost his father Ken who died last November just short of his 101st birthday.  Ken recalls with much pleasure and gratitude how warmly Mr. Bibby welcomed Ken into the Bibby home on many occasions during Ken’s time at NYSSB. Nearly as much as Milford, Ken will miss Mr. Bibby and cherish his memory.

Rodney and Kathy Gorzka are the proud grandparents of six grandchildren, and number seven is on the way. They already know the new baby will arrive in April and that it will be a boy. He will be named Ryan James.

Rod and Kathy also have a new Labrador retriever named Charlie.

Ken attended a birthday dinner last December 20 for the mother of Alice (Anderson) Nowark and Karen Anderson. Alice works as a counselor and Karen does computer work for four doctors in Syracuse. Ken reports that the dinner was delicious and the company was even better. It was the first time he’d seen Alice in over 12 years.

Mary Lou (Nicholson) Mendez is very busy counseling newly blinded veterans at the V.A. Hospital in Syracuse. Her job has expanded recently so that she’s required to travel much more often than before.

Marsha (Chatelain) Ferri and her husband Rob are very busy.  Marsha works as a switchboard operator at the V.A. hospital and Rob works for the New York State Commission for Human Rights.  Marsha Ferri and Ken Williams attend the same Methodist church every Sunday and Ken is clearly enchanted by Martha’s “lovely soprano voice.

Norma (Money) Smith bowls regularly with fellow alumni, Wilbur Webb and Jack Greene.  Norma’s granddaughter was voted student of the week and then student of the month for November of ’09 at the Chestnut Hill Elementary School in Liverpool.  No one was surprised that the little girl also made the honor roll.

Pamela Graveline lost her great aunt Eva at age 100 last November and a month later lost her aunt Eileen.  Pam’s nephew was married on the Fourth of July and is already expecting a son.  Pamela has been elected president of the tenants association in her apartment building in Ogdensburg.

Sharon Genito was blessed with a great grandson in February of 2009 and is expecting a granddaughter in August of this year.

Jack and Sheila (Genito) Greene celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary on Sunday, June 21, 2009.  Ken Williams will always be glad to have been their best man on their happy 1959 wedding day.

*Albany

Susan Chevrier went to Camp Siloam, a Gospel Association for the Blind camp in Texas, from May 23 through 30, and really enjoyed her time there.  In addition, she and James Blow attended the Christmas party of Living Resources, the agency that runs the residence where they live, at Melosi’s Restaurant in Schenectady on December 9.

On July 22, Steve, Phyllis and James Blow drove from Albany to Batavia to attend the 140th anniversary celebration at NYSSB, picking Janet Wettenstein up in Rochester on their way through.  The highlight of their program was a dramatic presentation by the students in which they played the parts of students and the superintendent of our school in 1868.  They read their parts in Braille and told about themselves and how they got to school.  One little girl played the part of a student who came from Albany by means of an Erie Canal boat and horse and buggy.  A major event of our day was talking with a few boys in their dorm toward the end of our tour of the school.  We were impressed not only by the quality of the presentation but also by the character of our discussion with the boys.  The next day, Phyllis, James and Steve visited the Jell-O Museum in LeRoy.  And the Jell-O Museum wasn’t the only interesting attraction.  Downstairs there was a transportation museum with wagons, sleighs, buggies, plows and a 1908 Cadillac.

Phyllis and Steve took a sleeper train to Charlotte, NC on September 12, spent time with friends who work with Wycliffe Bible Translators and toured the center where they work (including the alphabet museum), visited the Billy Graham Library, attended the Billy Graham School of Evangelism (in Ashville), and then returned to Albany by plane on September 19.  And they called that a honeymoon!  While in the south, Steven talked with Bette Minall, who lives in Charlotte, but circumstances prevented their getting together.

James and Steve traveled by train to Rome, NY to attend a men’s retreat from November 6 and 7.  The focus of the retreat was on how to deal with anger, and they learned a lot.

*AROUND THE NATION

Bill Stachowiak is the chief engineer these days for Regent Broadcasting of Buffalo, a communications company that owns four Buffalo radio stations as well as a number of stations around the country.  The Buffalo stations, all fm, are:  WBUF, WBLK, WJYE, and WYRK.  He’s accompanied on his various duties these days by his yellow lab guide dog, Piper.  Although they’ve only been together for a couple of years, they are now inseparable.  You can reach Bill at (716) 823-4107.

Ed Clute, still a resident of Watkins Glen, keeps busy tuning for a piano rebuilding company that specializes in Steinways and Mason-Hamlin’s.  In March Ed will relax for a few days aboard the U.S.S. Oasis, the largest cruise ship on the sea, where he will cruise the Eastern Caribbean.  The ship carries up to 6,400 passengers and crew.  Ed can be reached by phone at (607) 535-2010.

Kathy Crippen still lives in San Diego, California, and frequently sees Kevin Kelly.  Although she now suffers slightly from diabetes, Kathy still plays the piano and gets around very well.  You can reach her at 4251 44th Ave., Apt. 6, San Diego, CA  92115; Phone:  (619) 280-1455.

2009 saw Tom and Mary (Dembroski) Deitz doing a bit of traveling.  In April, in celebration of his 61st birthday, Mary took Tom to visit the sights of Nashville, Tennessee.  On Wednesday, June 17 through Friday, June 19, they were in Baltimore to see Mary’s Mets take on Tom’s Orioles.  Additionally, the Deitzes made two sojourns to Vermont.  In July, they traveled to Albany for Tom’s niece and God-daughter Amy’s wedding.  They went on to visit Mary’s sister, Eileen and her husband Elton who live in ‘Burlington, Vermont.  “The Green Mountain state” was also the site of a very happy Thanksgiving holiday weekend.

Delwin French, who attended our school from the late 50’s into the early 60’s, lives in Madrid, New York, not far from Massena.  He turned 64 on New Year’s Day 2010.  Del and his wife now have four children.  Del does janitorial work for a nondenominational church in Madrid.

Rita (Stevens) Eggert—It’s been quite a struggle, but Rita keeps on keeping on following her husband Todd’s passing on May 19, 2009.  She considers her new job as Community and Family Partnership Coordinator for Head Start in Albany County a gift from God.  She was literally walking out the door on the way to make arrangements for Todd’s funeral when she got the call for the job interview that landed her this position.  “It’s as though Todd is in Heaven watching over me,” Rita told me.  Though she and her children miss him greatly, the people she meets and works with have made a huge difference in her life.  You can reach Rita at:  (518) 453-2389.

John Harden may not be a master of much, but he’s definitely a master of the bowling lanes.  At the Southeast Blind Bowling Tournament held at Myrtle Beach, South Carolina last November, he took first place in the doubles championship along with a friend from Virginia.  Then, just to prove that he could, he took first place in the Master’s part of the tournament.  He doesn’t promise to give autographs, but you can ask him if you’re not too shy!  John’s snail mail address is:  145 North Halifax Ave., Unit 605, Daytona Beach, Florida  32118; email address:  jharden01@cfl.rr.com.

Tim Hendel had a mostly quiet year.  On June 18, 2009, his father celebrated his 90th birthday, and on July 13, he died quietly of a stroke.  Tim had not been to see his family in several years, so he decided that after this death his family would probably be reorganizing itself and it would be a good time for a visit.  His mother died in 2001.  Among things that might interest readers is Tim’s visit to the Urban Charter School in Rochester, where his sister-in-law is a fourth grade teacher to a whole class of kids with special problems and needs.  While there Tim talked about blindness and demonstrated the use of Braille, his cane and the sighted guide technique.  He spoke to three classes of fourth and fifth graders.  Tim used the example of Governor David Paterson to illustrate how some blind people do have some usable vision.  The kids “got it”.

Tim stopped at ABVI (the Association for the Blind and Visually Impaired) in Rochester to borrow a Perkins brailler, a talking clock and some cards with the Braille alphabet, which he passed out to the classes.  He also visited the ABVI-Good Will thrift store in Brockport, and thinks it is very nice.  Tim recorded a lot of Canadian radio and TV stations for some friends who have never heard broadcasts from Canada.  All in all, he had a nice time, and he hopes to go back this summer when the weather is nicer.  Tim is still in Huntsville, Alabama, and can be reached at:  (256) 650-5212.

Charlotte (Dingman) Laramie writes:  My husband Joe and I went to Buffalo in April for the upstate blind bowling tournament.  We bowled our averages but we didn’t win anything.  We had a great time though.

We flew to Cleveland, Ohio for the national blind bowling tournament on Memorial Day weekend.  John and Faye Harden bowled with Joe and me as a team.  It was a lot of fun.  All four of us went out to dinner one evening.  Joe and I visited the Rock ‘n Roll Hall of Fame and we were on a guided tour that took us on three floors.  That is a small part of the place; it has nine floors altogether.

In July, we went on another interesting guided tour called the Northwest Railroads and National Parks Tour.  We flew to Seattle, Washington and the tour took us from there to Portland, Oregon, and back to Seattle.  We visited several places, rode on six trains and went to four national parks.  I wrote an article about our trip for the Braille magazine, Our Special, which was published in the November-December issue.  Charlotte’s email address is:  clarami1@nycap.rr.com.

Don MacPherson lives at 10 Richards Street in Massena, New York 13662.  Up until his recent retirement he’s been a town and village hall news correspondent for radio station WYBG, 1050 on your a.m. dial.  Don covered meetings of the town council, the village council and of the hospital board.  These meetings usually lasted about an hour after which Don would go home and prepare his reports, which included voiceovers for broadcast the following morning.  Don enjoys entertaining local nursing home and care facility patients in the greater Massena area on his keyboard or using his accordion.  He’d love to hear from his friends and you can reach him at the above address.  His phone number is:  (315) 760-7233.

Ken Meyer spent New Year’s morning from 1 to 3 a.m. at WBZ—his old stomping grounds.  He was a guest of his friend Morgan White, and they spent the two hours remembering the late great comedian, Bob Hope.  They played cuts from Hope’s performances and took phone calls from those who also remembered.

Ken still lives in Boston with his little Dog Zimbi, who is part poodle and part—well, asks Ken.  You can call Ken at (617) 325-2712.

Marlene O’Neill—now a resident of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania still retains her connection with “the Golden State”.  This April she completes her two terms as president of (BRLC) the Braille Revival League of the California Council of the Blind.  She is also in her first term as secretary of (CCBHSP) the California Council of the Blind Human Service Professionals.  This group confers each month and prepares reports for ACB on the latest trends in such professions as psychology, social work and even psychiatry.  Marlene is now the wife of Bruce Richman, a computer programmer and lifelong Philadelphian.  You can contact Marlene by phone at (215) 238-0310.

Neil Parks lives in Albany and works at the Northeastern Association for the Blind and Visually Impaired.  He keeps in touch on a weekly basis with his parents, who still live near Buffalo.  He is a proud parishioner of Rev. David Haines’ Greater Grace Church in Albany.  You may call Neil at (518) 432-7117.

Diane (askew) Scalzi reports as follows:  In September, 2009, Diane, her husband Joe and their niece Lori spent a week in Sanibel Island, Florida relaxing and enjoying the hot weather.  They went parasailing for the first time and spent half a day fishing as well.

Diane’s final year of work included an opportunity to participate in an IRS photo shoot in Arlington, VA along with several other employees.  A professional photographer took pictures to be used in recruiting materials for the agency.  Diane’s photograph appears on a bookmark that indicates that the IRS values diversity in employment.  Diane also had a month-long teaching assignment in Cincinnati from October 1 through November 18 which, she reports, was a lot of hard work but also a lot of fun.

Diane retired from the IRS effective January 1, 2010, after a 30-year career.  She says of her working experience:  “As I look back on it, my career turned out to be quite rewarding and more profitable than I ever would have expected.”  Diane can be contacted in the following ways:  Phone:  (586) 337-5226;   e-mail:  dscalzi@comcast.net.

Chet and Linda Smalley are comfortably settled in Erie, Pennsylvania.  The house that they bought in March of ’08 is rapidly becoming a home, with all of the joys and responsibilities that accompany home ownership.  They enjoy entertaining their friends and family there;  and their family now includes two new granddaughters”  Quinn Taylor, born May 29, 2009 and Sonya Niko, born July 12, just six weeks later.

Chet continues to work for the Bureau of Blindness and Visual Services, teaching orientation and mobility; Linda is an active volunteer with an organization called Books for Kids.

They reside at 541 West Gore Road, Erie, PA  16509-2329; Phone:  (814) 866-3949; email:  chet_smalley@neo.rr.com.

Marty Turkiewicz attended NYSSB from 1962 through 1970.  His final three years of high school were completed in public school.  He has been a member of the United Church of God for almost 14 years.  Marty is the sound man who records weekly Sabbath services and other events.  (Saturdays are celebrated as the Sabbath in his faith).  Marty also sings in the choir and keeps the pianos in tune.  At home, Marty enjoys classical music and possesses an extensive collection by various composers.  Marty is a lifelong resident of Cheektowaga, New York. 

Bert Wylaz is currently living at an assisted living facility in Las Cruces, New Mexico about 40 minutes north of El Paso, Texas. Bert wants to be remembered to all of his friends as he remembers all of you so fondly.  His late friend Dan Lazich was especially on his mind and he recalled Dan as wonderfully easy going.

