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The Braille Challenge™, a program of the Braille Institute, is a two-stage academic contest designed to motivate school-age braille readers to excel in reading and writing braille! 

New York State contestants may take the Preliminary Contest any time during the first two months of 2010 in one of two ways:
     

1. Compete with peers at a Regional Event (Batavia or Long Island)
     

2. Take the Challenge Individually with a TVI
[image: image3.emf]Winners of the Preliminaries are invited to the Finals in Los Angeles June 26, 2010 to match braille skills against their peers in the U.S. and Canada!

The contest is divided into five academic levels:

Grades 1-2: Apprentice

     


Contests: Spelling, reading comprehension and proofreading
Grades 3-4: Freshman

    

 
Contests: Spelling, reading comprehension and proofreading
Grades 5-6: Sophomore

     


Contests: Reading comprehension, proofreading, speed & accuracy, charts & graphs.
Grades 7-9: Junior Varsity

  


Contests: Reading comprehension, proofreading, speed & accuracy, charts & graphs.

Grades 10-12: Varsity

  


Contests: Reading comprehension, proofreading, speed & accuracy, charts & graphs.

Students must be on grade level and reading contracted braille to be eligible for the contests that help qualify for the Finals in Los Angeles.  But if they’re not near grade level, they are encouraged to take the Rookie Challenge* at NYSSB!  Everyone has an opportunity to join the fun and compete for prizes! 
The NYS School for the Blind wishes to gratefully acknowledge the generous support of previous Regional Braille Challenge™ sponsors:
• Brailler Repair Extraordinaire   • Freedom Scientific   • Howe Press at Perkins School for the Blind   • Irma Herzog’s “Sweet Tooth” – Judy Davis

• National Braille Press   • National Federation of the Blind’s Braille Readers Are Leaders Campaign   

• New York State School for the Blind Alumni Association    

• Perkins Products at Perkins School for the Blind   • Seedlings Braille Books for Children
[image: image4.jpg]




Event Schedule:

11:00 – 12:00 Registration & Lunch (Connect with BraillePals, old & new, Swap Braille Books!*- see below)
12:00 – 1:30 Sessions 1-3 for students while parents and other adults attend workshops/tours

1:30 – 1:45 Break (Book Swap!*)
1:45 – 2:45 Sessions 4-5 for students while parents and other adults attend workshops/tours

2:45 – 3:00 Break (Book Swap!*)
3:00 – 3:30 Inclusive Sports with Long Island Bombers &/or Dr. Lieberman and SUNY Brockport students while scorers are tallying results of student contests and assigning prizes

3:30 – 4:00 Awards Ceremony!
* Braille Book Swap!     Donate gently used braille books and pick up some new ones!

 
You are invited to attend… 

NYSSB’s Third Annual 

Regional Preliminary

Braille Challenge Event!


Saturday, February 20, 2010
(snow date Feb. 27, 2010)

11:00 AM – 4:00 PM
New York State School 
for the Blind

2A Richmond Avenue

Batavia, NY 14020

For more information or to register, please contact: 

Judi Piscitello
(585) 343-5384 ext. 427

jpiscite@mail.nysed.gov 

or go to

http://snipurl.com/7nl6a   






Workshops, Tours & Demonstrations


for Parents and Educators





Camp Abilities and Adaptive Physical Education


- Dr. Lauren Lieberman and Haley Schedlin, Camp Abilities, SUNY Brockport Adaptive Physical Education and Sport Program





Weaving the Dots of Literacy


- Dr. Sheila Amato will demonstrate how the Mayster Braille Loom can be used to foster interest in braille and teach braille skills, while creating useful works of woven art such as bags and scarves





Meet the Long Island Bombers!


Meet the Long Island Bombers and hear presentations of their inspiring stories of success!





Parent Networking


Meet parents of blind children statewide – Meet the parents of your child’s BraillePals! 





Tours of NYSSB


- Erin Fairben


Superintendent, NYSSB





Braille-Based Products and Assistive Technology


- Demonstrations, Various Vendors











