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December 8, 2009
To the Parents of _______________________,
On Saturday, February 20, 2010 from 11:00 AM until 4:00 PM, your child is invited to compete with blind students from across upstate New York at our Third Annual NYSSB Regional Braille Challenge™, which will be held here at the New York State School for the Blind.  If the weather is not favorable for us to hold the event on February 20th, we hope to meet on February 27th as our alternate/snow date.  
The Braille Challenge™ is a national program of Braille Institute of America, Inc.  Its purpose is to encourage blind students of all ages to fine-tune their braille skills, which are essential to their success in the sighted world.  The NYSSB Regional Braille Challenge™ is the first step on the road to the national competition, which will be held in June at Braille Institute’s headquarters in Los Angeles.  Students from across the nation will complete preliminary testing in hopes of qualifying for the 60 spots available in the national competition.  The top scorers in the regional round will advance to the international finals and get the opportunity to represent their state as they compete against the top blind students from across the United States and Canada!   The Braille Challenge™ was designed for students who read and write contracted braille on grade level, but if your child is just learning braille he or she can compete in the NYSSB Rooky Challenge, specially designed for those who are just learning braille and are not yet up to their grade level.  Although these students will not be eligible for the finals in California, everyone wins in the Rooky Challenge!

During the competition itself, participants, ages 6 to 19, will compete in six challenging categories requiring them to read and write braille.  Contests are designed to test the students’ braille skills in several areas—reading comprehension, braille spelling, chart and graph reading, proofreading, and braille speed and accuracy.  For more information about these contests, go to the following link: http://www.brailleinstitute.org/contest_categories .  

While students are participating in the contests, their parents and educators can enjoy a tour of the NYSSB campus with our Superintendent, Mrs. Erin Fairben, check out the latest braille related technology, and have the opportunity to network informally with other parents of blind students from all over our great state!   This year we are pleased to welcome representatives from the Long Island Bombers Beep Baseball team to inspire us, Dr. Lauren Lieberman and Haley Schedlin will present a workshop about Camp Abilities and their new sports and recreation equipment available from APH, and Dr. Sheila Amato will present a workshop on the Mayster Braille Loom while students are taking their contests!  
Near the close of this afternoon regional event, students will enjoy Fun and Fitness activities with the Long Island Bombers along with Dr. Lauren Lieberman and Haley Schedlin and SUNY Brockport physical education students.   Following the Challenge, we hope to continue fostering the students’ braille skills by encouraging them to join our fast-growing BraillePal Club so that the children can write braille letters to the new friends they will meet at the Challenge (and others across the state), and write articles, poems, etc. for our BraillePals Newsletter!
What can you do to encourage your child to participate in this event?  Simply complete the enclosed permission form, and return it to your child’s teacher as soon as possible!  Please let the teacher know the child’s T-shirt size and whether you and/or another family member(s) will be attending the event with your child (so that we have a head count for lunch).  We hope you will attend with your child so that you can learn more about how to encourage his or her braille skills, meet other parents, and enjoy the fun!  If you and your child cannot attend the event but you would still like your child to participate in the contests by completing them during school hours the week prior to the contest, please indicate that on the attached permission form.
If you would like additional information on the event or any of the participants, please contact Judi Piscitello, NYSSB Regional Braille Challenge™ Coordinator, at (585) 343-5384, extension 427 or by e-mail at jpiscite@mail.nysed.gov. 
Sincerely,

Judi Piscitello, TVI, COMS, Assistant, Training of Special Educators

Jpiscite@mail.nysed.gov 

http://www.vesid.nysed.gov/specialed/nyssb/RC.html  
The New York State School for the Blind wishes to gratefully acknowledge the generous support of our previous Regional Braille Challenge sponsors:
· American Council of the Blind

· Braille-A-Wear
· Brailler Repair Extraordinaire

· Freedom Scientific
· Irma Herzog, NYSSB Alumna

· Independent Living Aids, LLC

· National Braille Press
· National Federation of the Blind’s Braille Readers Are Leaders Campaign

· NYSSB Alumni Association

· NYSSB Association for Student Activities

· Oliver’s Candies
· Perkins Products at Perkins School for the Blind

· Seedlings Braille Books for Children

“The most important thing in this life is helping others to win, even if that means slowing down and changing our own race.” - Author Unknown
