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Superintendent’s Message

Dear Parents/Guardians,

NYSSB has been very busy preparing for the arrival of WiFi by working
with our local BOCES to train our teachers on new technology and iden-
tifying students who would benefit from technology. Tablets and other
mobile devices are entering classrooms all across the United States at
an increasingly rapid rate. IPads seem to be the fantastic little device
leading this invasion. We have purchased IPads and will be introducing
them to designated classrooms in the fall. IPads provide incredible
benefits to both educators and students. We are very excited to offer
this opportunity to our students.

June of each year a group of Alumni return to our school for a long
weekend reunion. When they return, they are always interested in con-
necting with our current students. One topic that our Alumni spoke
with our students about is technology. Specifically, they discussed
technology that was designed to help people who are blind or have a
visual impairment. Did you know there are apps that help people iden-
tify the color of their clothes? Did you know that Facebook now has an
app to identify people in photos? The possibilities are endless with
technology!

As we approach the end of another school year, | would like to take the
opportunity to thank you for your help, support and interest this year.
We have had another busy and successful school year and you, as part-
ners in the education of your children, deserve much of that credit.
Families play an important role in a child’s education.

Summer is now upon us and | am sure that each of you has some plans
to enjoy the weather and the extra time. | hope that you will enjoy some
great family time and our students will return safely and refreshed. En-

joy!
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April 2016: Character trait of the month—Persuasiveness Winners: John Carroll, Linda John-
ston, Sarah Liss, Annie Stanley

John Carroll (Classroom Teacher): John motivates and persuades students to partici-
pate and succeed in tasks that the students do not prefer. He also builds trust in the teacher-
student relationship.

Linda Johnston (Special Education Assistant): Linda has been instrumental in positively
influencing students and staff’s attitude toward the PAES lab. She ensures that all students
have proper accommodations and “meets students where they are at” in PAES lab.

Sarah Liss (Child Care Aide 1): Sarah is always pushing and never giving up on any-
thing. She is extra encouraging and positive even in difficult situations.

Annie Stanley (Launderer): Annie is always accommodating to the needs of the stu-
dents and washing up clothing items before the end of the day when needed.

May 2016: Character trait of the month-Wisdom. Winners: Ray Follett, Sherry Smart, Dan
Driscoll and Lancy Frongetta.

Ray Follett: (Special Education Assistant): Ray has been a staple at NYSSB for over 35
years. He always offers wisdom to our students. Students look to Ray for advice and
knowledge.

Sherry Smart: (Child Care Aide 1): She is a genuine friend. She gives advice that is al-
ways truthful and sincere. Sherry enlightens her coworkers with her endless knowledge and

experience. She gives great advice when needed and helps out with situations and students.

Dan Driscoll (Child Care Aide 1): Dan is able to always answer questions about the
kids and work. He is very knowledgeable about NYSSB.

Lancy Frongetta (Secretary 1): Lancy is always available to help staff and students
throughout each day. She doesn’t just answer questions and the phones but uses much wis-
dom thinking before she gives out information that may break confidentiality of staff and stu-
dents. She does this when dealing with people inside and outside of our school. During MDT
meetings or serving on a committee, Lancy constantly uses this wisdom when compiling her
notes and expressing her opinions. Most importantly, Lancy gives us an example every day of
wisdom by the way she treats everyone with respect.
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NYSSB APPAREL ORDER
We are offering family and friends the opportunity to order NYSSB apparel through
ADPRO Sports. All of the apparel is Nike brand apparel. Our staff has purchased a vari-

ety of items in the winter, and the items are of great quality. There is an order form at-
tached to the last page of Bobcat Tales with more information. Orders are due by July
25th. Please send them in with your child, and marked with “Attention: Brendan

Brady”, on it. See pages 14-17 for more details.

GRADUATION AND AWARDS CEREMONY

The 2016 Graduation Commencement and Awards Ceremony will take place on
Tuesday, June 21st at 10:00 a.m. in the NYSSB auditorium. A cake and punch

reception will follow in the cafeteria.

FUN IN THE SUN DAY

Our annual “Fun in the Sun” day will be held on Wednesday, August 17. The theme of
the day is yet to be determined, but it typically involves water activities, food, and a

whole lot of fun. Feel free to join us starting around 8:30 am!
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. ENJOY YOUR SUMMER!
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CHOOL FOR THE BLIND




Room 101 is a secondary classroom that works on transition/life skills to prepare for adult life. The
classroom team consists of Tabitha Fidanza, Special Education Teacher, Dutch Smith and Navada

Nichols both Special Education Assistants.

In this classroom, communication, choice making and independence are a large focus. The students
work on different ways of appropriately letting others know what he/she likes and what he/she do not
like. Choice making is a very important skill that students work on, because it helps them lead a more
fulfilling life by making the students happier and more independent. Students work on making choices

during meal times, Pre-vocational workshop, leisure times and many more.

The classroom utilizes a variety of communication and

literacy tools. Some of the tools include tactile sym-

bols, large print, communication switches and eye-
gaze boards. Each morning, the students discuss
daily schedule using these tools. This is an important
part of the day, because it allows students to feel
comfortable and confident about the day ahead of

them.

Students also engage in transition activities that in-
clude making their own lunchs one day per week,
packaging and delivering the school newsletter, col-
lecting paper to be recycled and carrying bags of recy-
cling to the loading dock.

Room 101 is student-centered. Students are given
| the opportunity to participate in jobs/chores that
¢ | they show an interest in. Some students really en-
4 | joy carrying papers to the loading dock, while oth-
ers prefer to work sitting down.

Lastly, students and staff like to have a little fun in
the classroom. Some of the classroom’s favorite
activities this year were hatching chicks, cooking
activities, science experiments and group speech
sessions that are better known as “speech par-
ties.” In the past, the classroom have hatched but-
‘ terfly eggs and explored live crayfish and earth-
worms in science.




Bocce Ball Champions

To many, the month of March means “March Madness”. To students and staff at NYSSB it means
the same but instead of the NCAA Basketball Championships it means the NYSSB Bocce Ball

Championships. Both team and individual titles are at stake and competition is fierce!

The team championship this year was won by Team #3 (Dan O., Austin A., Zac S., Mariah O.).
Team #3 beat Team #4 (Justin R., Cadence W., Brianna M., Joseph S.) in a best “2 out of 3 series”,
losing the very first game 17-19, but coming back to win the next two by scores of 24-23 and 20-

12. Congratulations to all participants and a very special recognition to the Team Champions.

On the other side of the coin April’s Bocce Ball Tournament was set up as an individual, double
elimination format to determine a Champion along with a 2nd, 3rd, and 4th place finisher. At
stake...... ? The top four place winners to compose our Annual Homecoming Team willing to take
on any and all attendees during the NYSSB Homecoming Event which will be held in October
2016.

The individual champion this year was Thom B. as he defeated Austen B. in the finals by a score of
32-26. The consolation final was very competitive with lead scores changing hands numerous
times. In the end, Austin A. got revenge from an earlier loss in the tournament to Justin R. and up-
ended him 33-30, as both solidified their starting spots on the 2016 Homecoming team with Thom

B. and Austen B.. Honorable mention team participants who also performed extremely well in the

tournament each collecting two victories include: Savannah M., Mariah O., Dan O., and Cadence
W.




Dr. Dennis Nadler, our school physician and a Developmental Pedia-
trician, will be retiring on June 22, 2016. Dr. Nadler has been taking
care of the students at NYSSB for the past 14 years. We wish him all
the best in his retirement and he will be missed.

Dr. Amanda Persaud will be NYSSB’s new school physician with the
assistance of Tamara Tempfer, Nurse Practitioner. They will begin the
new school year 2016-2017 with the summer session in July. Dr. Per-
saud is a Clinical Assistant Professor of Pediatrics at the University of
Buffalo. She is an Attending Physician in General Pediatrics at the
Women and Children’s Hospital of Buffalo and is also the Medical Di-
rector of the Special Needs Clinic. Dr. Persaud and Ms. Tempfer will
be available in the Health Center at NYSSB on Monday mornings and
Wednesday afternoons.

The Health Center staff is very excited for the start of the new school
year with our new medical staff. If you have any questions regarding
this transition, please don’t hesitate to call the Health Center. Have a
fun safe summer!



This section “shines the light” on a staff member in each publication of “Bobcat Tales,” in order to
enrich our relationships with those who make up our NYSSB family. Tony had the pleasure of

Tony: What do you like to do on your downtime?
Ms. Harkness: | like to read books.

Tony: What is your favorite book/movie/t.v. show?
Ms. Harkness: My favorite movie is definitely the
Shawshank Redemption.

Tony: What town and school did you grow up in?
Ms. Harkness: | grew up and went to Oakfield-
Alabama.

Tony and Ms. Harkness

Tony: What was your favorite subject in school?
Ms. Harkness: | liked English/Language Arts.

Tony: I’'m in Boy Scouts. Are you in any clubs?
Ms. Harkness: | was in Girl Scouts and 4H when | was a kid.

Tony: What do you like to do on the weekends in the summertime?
Ms. Harkness: | enjoy canoeing, camping, and fishing.

Tony: What is your favorite professional soccer team?
Ms. Harkness: The Tottenham Hotspur of England.

Do you have any kids? Do they have nicknames?
Ms. Harkness: | have 2 boys, Boo and Kiki.

What time do you wake up in the mornings?
Ms. Harkness: Usually around 5:15.

What is your favorite “Fun in the Sun” moment?
Ms. Harkness: The water balloon fights are always a great time.
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NYSSB APPAREL ORDER FORM

Please either send this form and payment back in with your son/daughter, or mail it back to the school by Monday
July 25th. Polos, Half-zips, and Jackets will all have a 3x4 inch image of the NYSSB logo on either the right or left

breast. The hoodies and t-shirts have a larger, screen printed image on the front ( approximately 8x10 inches).

658085 NIKE TEAM GAMEDAY POLO Q $40.00

FABRIC: 100% pol

012 BlackWhita™White 081 Antiracite Whitn/(White 108 White/Black/{Black
257 BrownWhite (White "
420 Noroy/White TN

U2 Dark Grooe/ Whitn/White)

o/ fibitn/ (White) 484 RopalWhae/ White

46 PompleWhae White: 12 CardhoalWihste/(Whae: 820 Viod ProkWiite/ (Wh
858 ScartetWhae/(Vhie 678 Dark Maraon/Whate TWhite) N7 Brght GolaWhiteTWhite)
184 Vegas Gold White/{White) 803 Desert (vangeWhite Wihite! 21 Oramge/Whie/(White,

[+

728037  NIKE TEAM L/S GAMEDAY POLO $45.00
SIZES: S, M, L, XL, 2XL, 3XL OFFER DATE: 0101/16
END DATE: 0401/
This long-seave poio has a Dri-FIT double knit fat back mesh body latrc with sef colle
Jonteast mesh Insets ot shoudsr, collar @ e seam. 3 Button ¢ packel. Embrodarsd
woosh desgn tradamark al nght chest. Body width: 23.5°, body length; 31° (52e large

FABRIC: 100% poyeste

112 BlackWhita"White 081 Arthracite i/ [Wide) 100 Whvte/Black/\Black
420 Nawy/Wihite/Wh te. 84 Popal Vikee Whte B58 Scarkb/Vban/ (Wb
@

508437 NIKE TEAM CLUB FLEECEHOODY ~ ©

k opening. Bod
2e5). 1al desvs langthe +2

Part of Tee/Fleece Embellishment Program,

FABRIC: Soid: 80% cotton/20% polyester. Heather: 70% cottorv30% polyester

Whae)* 080 Artheac(to/(ebite] 083 Dk Giroy Meathor tWhite)*

Black 249 Browe/(Whie 35 Kely Green White:
41 Dark Green/White 419 NavyWhite* 48 Light Blue'Mihite
433 Royal/(Whitel* 45 Porple/|Whet= §10 Cadwal/Ohhite]

857 Scarfet) #89 Darx Marooe TWh e 16 Bright G
783 Vegas Gold/Black 802 Desert Orangs/(White 820 Orn
*Talls only available in these colors: 010, D83, 418, 493, 857,

Youth #538446-010, 060, 063, 419, 493, 657 / S-XL / $40.00 / Body width: 18*, Body length: 21.5*
(size medium)

%

Black

Hhie)




642039  NIKE DRI-FIT 1/2 ZIP TOP $65.00

SIZES: XS, S, M, L XL, 24, 3 OFFER DATE: 1011
END DATE: 01201718

FABRIC: 100% polyeste:

010 BlacwAnthvacie 050 Arthracitn'(Black 100 Whae(Black
M1 Dok Green Slack 8 Ny Black 43 Ropl(Black
45 Puple/(Black §10 Carthnal §57 Scarkt/(Black

89 Dark Maroon/(Black

658063 WMNS NIKE TEAM GAMEDAY POLO $40.00

SIZES: X5, S, M, L, XL, 2X OFFER DATE: D401/1
END DATE: D401/1

981 Anthoacite bt 106 White/Black/|Black
M2 Dark Grees White/ W te

W

257 Brown Wibate White 316 Mely GreenMibite
420 NasyMihite Wb fte 35

S48 PupieWhte White 2
58 Scartet/ Wb o (White 79 Dare M e
T84 Vagas Gold Wiktn 03 Desert O nihite 821 OraegeWede WS

728202  NIKE TEAM LONG-SLEEVE GAMEDAY POLO
SIZES: XS, §, M, L XL, 240

has a Dri-FIT double
| shouider, cofar ar

\brodered

gt chest, E 19 s medum).
FABRIC: 100% polyestar
012 BlackWhite White 861 Anthracite/ b/ White 108 White/Black/{8lack
A0 Nwy/Mihite b e 484 Rl Mhte (Whate. B58 ScarktWhas/(Whit
@
598575 WMNS NIKE TEAM CLUB FLEECE HOODY © $45.00

OFFER DATE: 01

SIZES:
END DATE: O

5 edium). Tal

FABRIC: Soid: 80% cotto

910 Blecw/iWnan* 080 Antheacite/White]  Groy Meather TWhite)*
100 White/|Black 48 Brown/(White 215 Kely Green/OWhite

M) Dark Green/fWhite 419 Nawy 48 Light Blue Wihite

483 Royal S Py 510 Wibite)

57 Scartet/ 58 Da M Wh e 16 Baght GoddBlack

783 Vegas Gold(Black 802 Desert Orangsy/(White 820 O el

“Talls only available in these colors: 010, 063, 418, 483, 657.
Youth #598446 / S-XL / $40.00 / Body width: 18", Bady length: 21.5" (size medium)
v




707448 - WMINS NIKE DRI-FIT 1/2 ZIP TOP §65.00

SIZES: X5, S, M, L XL OFFER DATE: 1001/15
END DATE: 100

V2 200ng & 1T materd for supenor moish

(L

V1] n )
fon! 2008 8nd nenor

chest, Dr-FIT trademrk al

comion. & gmbroidesd o

ght hem, Body width: 20

0 Black ntheacite 060 Artheacit B 100 Wit fBlact
1 O Grogn Black A8 Navy Blact @) FaplBlack
5 Purply (Bl i1 Codh B St Bk
80 Ok MarooeBlack

727982 TEAM LEGEND S/S CREW

SIZES: S, M, L, XL, 2XL, 3XL, 4. OFFER DATE
END DATE: (
Xk 1B0rC Wicks awer wadl 10 help keeo you 1 S0eve cor
3 ideal for a vanety of traning condtions, Neck t nd (¢ | 5
Sosign tademark @t upper ket chest. Body va 9 ye
Part of Tee/Fleece Embellishment Program.
FABRIC: Body: 100% polaste
010 Blaci/|Coul Grey) 091 Cator Hoather/[Black 100 Whete/[Coul Grey
M8 Dark CinderCool Gy N8 Apple Groon ol (iey M1 Gorge Givven | Coul Gowy
419 Cotlege Novy/[Cool Goey, 448Vl BiueCuod Grey 481 Game Royab1Coul Gy
45 Court Pyrple/ ool Gosy $10 Team Marugn ool Gy BS7 Lewersaty Rad/{Can Grey'
$59 Disep Maroon/{Cond Grwy) §38 Team Crimsoe (Cool Gosy’ 121 Sundown/Biack

T3 Team Gold 1 Black §02 Ot Orange/Cool Goy! 1 ol Gy
84 Lo
Youth #453189 / $-XL / $20.00 / Body width: 17.75", Body length: 23.5" (size medium)

@ o Y

sty Grange/\Caod Gy

727980 TEAM LEGEND LONG-SLEEVE CREW

SIZES: S, M, L, XL, 2XL, 3XL, &L OFFER DATE: (/

Dr|-FIT fabric wi HEVE CONSLIUCTON
deal for a d
gasign tradamark at uppar 1 wath: 22.75°,

Part of Tee/Fleece Embellishment Program,
FABRIC: Body: 100% poysste

810 Black{Conl Grey) 091 Catbon Huather/(Black 100 Wit/ [Cuool Grey!
240 Dk Cindec'ICoul Gy 35 Apple GreesVICool Gy 31 Gorge Grmee(Cool Geny)
418 Coltegs Novy/[Cul Grey) 48 Valer Bice(Cool Grey 48 Game Royal(Coul Gy

5 Court Purple/Cunl Geey) B10 Team Maroon/(Cuol € 857 Unnersity Rod!\Coxd Grey|

68 Deep Marvon/{Cool Grey)
83 Team Gold/(Cool Grey

121 Sendown/ Blac

888 Uowersity Oranje/{Cool Grey

Youth #621965-010, 091, 100, 419, 433, 657 / S-XL / $25.00 / Body width: 17.75", Body lngth: 23.5*
(sizo medium)

@ o v




453181  WMNS LEGEND SHORT-SLEEVE TEE 0 $§25.00

SIZES: XS, S M, L XL, 2 OFFER DATE: 12201/11
END DATE: 101/1

design ft chast
Part of Tee/Fleece Embellishment Program.
FABRIC: 100% polyeste

910 Blach/{Cuol Greyl B Caton Meathor/[Black 100 Whibs/(Coud Groy
1 Dok Gevon WCenl Gy 419 NowyCool Gowy’ G0 Light Bloe ool Goy!
483 Royab(Cout Gy 5 Purple/|Cood Grey) 8§10 CondimabCond Grey
B57 Scartet/|Coud Gy §87 Sty Piok/|Caod Gy 669 Deeg Maruon|Cuod Gy
38 Crievson/|Coal Grey 120 Bright (ol Cool Goey 183 Vegas Goldh (Cool Erey
B2 Desert Orange/|Coud Grey) B8 Uriversity Deange/1Conl Grey
Youth #453189 / S-XL / $20.00 / Body width: 17,75", Body length: 23.5° (size medium)
A
453182 WMNS LEGEND LONG-SLEEVE TEE o $§28.00
SIZES: XS, S, M, L XL, 24, OFFER DATE: 1201/11

END DATE: 010171

el NECK
dasin trademark &t upper left chast, Body wdth: 18,74
Part of Tee/Fleece Embellishment Program.
FABRIC: 100% poyeste

10 Black fmy) 097 Caton Heather/[Black: 100 Wty iCoed Gooy

W1 D 419 Nawy ool Gy’ T Light Blue\Cool Gony
82 Roya¥(Coul Grey) 45 Puphe(Cord Grey) §10 Cortinab Coul Groy:
857 Scatet/\Cant Gy 87 Sty Poi|Cand Gy $89 Doop Marson.!Coul Goeyl
§38 Crmvson/|Conl Grey’ 120 Bright Gold ool oy 183 Vegas Gokd {Cool Crey
8§02 Desert Ocange/(Cood Grey 988 Unnersity Daange/|Conl Grey

Youth #621965-010, 091, 100, 418, 433, 657/ S-XL/ $20.00 / Body width: 11.75", Body length: 23.5" (size
medium)
wi-er W

ITEM # DESCRIPTION

658085  NIKE TEAM GAMEDAY POLO

728037  NIKE TEAM LONG SLEEVE GAMEDAY POLO
598437  NIKE TEAM CLUB FLEECE HOODIE
642039 NIKE DRI FIT 1/2 ZIP TOP

658063 WOMENS NIKE TEAM GAME DAY POLO

748202 WOMENS NIKE TEAM LONG SLEEVE GAMEDAY POLO
598575 WOMENS NIKE TEAM CLUB FLEECE HOODIE

707448 WOMENS NIKE DRI FIT 1/2 ZIP TOP
727982 TEAM LEGENS SHORT SLEEVE CREW
727960 TEAM LEGEND LONG SLEEVE CREW

453181 WOMENS LEGEND SHORT SLEEVE T-SHIRT

453182 WOMENS LEGEND LONG SLEEVE T-SHIRT

COoST
$40
$45
$45
$65
$40
$45
$45
$65
$25
$30
$25
$28

WHITE

BLACK

PURPLE

LT. GREY DK. GREY

***PLEASE BE SURE THAT THE COLOR YOU WOULD LIKE IS AVAILABLE FOR THE ITEM YOU ARE ORDERING.

***PLEASE DETACH THIS PORTION AND SEND BACK TO THE SCHOOL BY JULY 25TH

***PLEASE INDICATE YOUR SIZE IN EACH BOX THAT YOU CHECK (S, M, L, XL, XXL) NOTE: NIKE RUNS SMALL

NAME

TOTAL $




