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   NYSSD:  The Vision…

This school year has provided me with unique opportunities to work with all faculty and 

staff at NYSSD.  It has been a rich experience and something I will cherish.  One thing I can 

make certain is that the students that attend NYSSD are in good hands.  All administrators, 

faculty and staff are fully committed to making our school safe and student-centered learning 

environments.

I have had the distinct pleasure to celebrate in the success of our athletic teams, applauded 

the talents of our musicians/performers and supported many academic achievements such as:  

Academic Bowl, Rome Science Fair, MATHCOUNTS at NTID, Honor Roll and Merit Roll 

students.  These successes are not attainable without the commitment made by our parents 

and community to excellent education.

I have been working with the board and administration to create a vision of what our 

classrooms will look like in the future.  In less than two years from now, students will be 

taking their NYS assessments online.  More and more textbooks will become digital with 

interactive content.  Our school is fulfilling its mission and is nearly complete with every 

classroom receiving smart board interactive technology.  Next year, our school will be wi-fi 

accessible in every classroom.  We are anticipating initially purchasing up to 30 iPads to 

enhance our interactive technology.

Folks, this is only the beginning.  The world of education is changing every day.  The 

technology that will be used in classrooms in 2020 most likely has not even been developed 

as of yet.  I look forward to working with everyone in the NYSSD school community to 

meet all the challenges that lie ahead.  I firmly believe we can adequately prepare our 

graduates for this rapidly changing world.

Daniel M. Roberts
Daniel M.  Roberts
Acting Superintendent
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Cover    Story

NYSSD SCIENCE FAIR
Sponsored by the Rome Academy of Sciences

On February 27, 2013, NYSSD held a Science Fair.  This fair was sponsored by the Rome Academy of Sciences.  Judges from this 

organization came to our school to evaluate our students Science Fair Projects.   There were two groups judged, the junior division, 

grades 5-6 and the senior division, grades 7-12.  The winners for the junior division were  1st Place-Asia Bohlen  2nd Place- 

Nathaniel Hoose.  In the senior division, 1st Place- Thomas Cowin  2nd Place -Abigail Anzalone came away with the top prizes.  

Congratulations to all who participated.

Submitted by Kelli Ramer



!  

The NYSSD Circle Published by the New York State School for the Deaf                                                                                                           Page 5

Cover    Story

Arif Cajic 
“How Do Boats Float” 
Darlene Martin 
“What is in your Cereal?” 
Ella Kovaleva 
“Magnetic Test”
Nathaniel Hoose 
“Car Lift” 
Harland Oldick 
“Volcano”
Hunter Ocmand 
“Giant Bubble” 
Asia Bohlen 
“Colors of Markers” 
Abigail Anzalone 
“Different Pitch from Water Bottles” 
Ka Dil 
“Steam Energy” 
Mathew Heinlein
“Making Slime” 
Alen Kendic 
“Growing Stalactites and Stalagmites” 
Michael Laughing 
“Marble Bounce”
Yousef Sawaqed 
“Liquid Sand”
Thomas Cowin 
“Density” 
Roseanna Wright 
“Clean a Penny” 
Leora Massaroni, Anastasia Steele and 
Chelsea Best 
“Color of your Eyes”
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The 2013 NYSSD Winter Festival was a huge success this year. The festival 
was culminated by the crowning of the King and Queen. This year's winners 
were King: Bataan Hoang and Queen: Fayra Santiago.

The winners were crowned at halftime of the NYSSD Girls basketball game 
against Faith Fellowship.  Dan Roberts, Acting Superintendent had the honor 
of announcing the winners. The rest of the court was: Justin Corron, Alexis 
Beckwith, Todd Delamater, Snowy Jenner, Nicholas Tack and Miranda 
Matthews.

Look  What’s  Happening  At  NYSSD

King/Queen Coronation Submitted by Dennis Ryan

GIRL SCOUTS VISIT THE NURSING HOME
Submitted by Kelly Szyper, Jennifer Roberts & Terry LaGasse

The Girl Scout Troop #139 went on a visit to the "Rome Center" nursing home. 

The Girl Scouts put on a very festive caroling performance for the residents. The 

Girls shared their homemade Christmas cookies they had baked, angel 

ornaments and cards to pass out to every resident. The troops finished their visit 

with some exciting door prize giveaways and picture taking.

The Girl Scout Troop really looked forward to this special outing to visit these 

people.  It is very rewarding to the girls to be able to spend time with them and 

see them smile. A great time was shared by all.

Student Art Submitted by Tom Karpe

The seventh grade students made painting pictures like the artist, Robert Indiana. Indiana's best known image is the word, “LOVE.”

The first grade students painted on their wooden initials. The second grade students made a collage with pasta. Fayra and Eh Wah 

helped paint a banner for Gail Brett's retirement party.
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Look What’s Happening

On Wednesday March 20, 2013 the annual Student/Teacher Achievement Recognition (STAR) luncheon was held at the Delta Lake 
Inn in Rome.  Each year two senior students at NYSSD are nominated and recognized at the luncheon for either strong academics, 
participation in school and community activities, and/or excellent citizenship qualities.  In addition, the two nominated seniors are 
asked to invite an educator that they believe had the greatest impact on them during their time at NYSSD.  This year our two nominees 
to attend the STAR luncheon were Sarah Davis and Todd (TJ) Delamater.  

Sarah Davis is one of our top performing seniors academically.  She will graduate in June with her local diploma and is working 
diligently to obtain her regents diploma in June.  She has been accepted and plans to attend National Technical Institute for the Deaf 
(NTID) in the Fall of 2013.  She is interested in pursuing a career in the medical field.  TJ Delamater has excelled in the Automotive 
Technology program that he is currently enrolled in at Madison-Oneida BOCES.  His hard work and dedication to his craft earned him 
the award of Student of the Quarter during the first ten weeks of this school year.  TJ has expressed an interest in attending WyoTech 
school in Blairsville, PA.  This school will allow him to enhance his already impressive knowledge regarding Automotive Technology.   

Sarah chose Vicky Stockton as the educator that had the greatest impact on her.  Vicky is our music teacher and has been employed at 
the school for 35 years.  She is a caring, involved and well respected member of our school.  She is actively involved with the students 
and frequently develops plays for the students to participate in; is head of our band/handbells choir and provides tutoring and 
mentoring for students on a consistent basis.  She is a favorite amongst our student body for her charisma and caring nature.  TJ chose 
Michelle Simmons as the educator that had the greatest impact on him.  Michelle is a teaching assistant at our school who works very 
closely with students who attend BOCES.  She provides daily tutoring and support for our students.  She arranges time each school day 
to meet with her BOCES students and provide them with instruction and support so they not only succeed academically, but 
understand the material and are able to apply it.  She is a committed educator who is dedicated to helping her students succeed.  

We at NYSSD are extremely proud of Sarah and TJ.  They are very deserving of this recognition and have been a positive member of 
the NYSSD student body.   

STAR Luncheon
Submitted by Chris Kimball

Boys Basketball
Submitted by Coach Dennis Ryan

This year NYSSD was fortunate enough to have 3 boys
participate in the local YMCA Teen basketball league.
Nick Tack, Tommy Cowin and Ka Dil all were part of
the local basketball league coached by Dennis Ryan.
The team was integrated with hearing boys from the Rome 
community. All games were played at NYSSD.

The NYSSD team had a very good season.  The team
finished the year with a 5-5 record. The team made it

to the semi-finals in the playoffs.  Nick Tack led
the team in rebounding, averaging over 6 rebounds
per game. Ka Dil and Tommy Cowin both improved their
skills as the season progressed and should be solid
contributors next year. All three boys totally enjoyed the
experience of playing basketball in a very competitive
league.



!  

The NYSSD Circle Published by the New York State School for the Deaf                                                                                                           Page 8

Look  What’s  Happening  At  NYSSD

Girls Varsity Basketball Team 2012-2013 
Submitted by Coach Broadbent

The Girls Varsity basketball team finished their season winning 
4 league games and losing 4 league games. The Girls played in 

the North Country Athletic Conference (NCAC). The NCAC 

league consists of the following school teams: Faith 

Fellowship Christian School, Holy Cross, Mohawk Valley 

Christian Academy, New Life Christian School and NYSSD. 

The Girls team was seeded 3rd in the NCAC tournament. The 
NYSSD girls played the second seed team which was New 

Life Christian School. The girls lost a tough game to New Life. 

This year’s team had many returning players and they were: 

Alexis Beckwith, Sarah Davis, Abby Grey, Maya Nelson, 

Cynthia Randolph Porter, Fayra Santiago, and Francesca 

Zegarelli. The team had several new players and they were 

Miranda Matthews, Abigail Anzalone, Rockia Ricketts, Snowy 

Jenner,  Avian Maniccia, and Lucy Hamilton. The co-captains 

for this year’s team were Sarah Davis and Fayra Santiago.  

The Girls team went to Rhode Island to play in the ESDAA 
tournament. They placed 5th in the tournament. The girls 

received the sportsmanship award. The girls had a good time 

playing basketball and meeting girls from other deaf schools. 

The team worked hard this year. The girls would like to thank 

the school, their parents and their fans for their continued 

support. See you at the games next year!

Harvest Festival
Submitted by Theresa Matt & Jean Jackson

Elementary classes celebrated Harvest Festival together on November 1st.  The children enjoyed an afternoon of activities such as an 
autumn obstacle course, face painting, pumpkin decorating, games and seasonal snacks.  Students especially had fun discovering 

how popcorn pops right off the cob (and tastes great too!)  Teachers, related service staff and family volunteers helped students at 

each activity station and fun was had by all!
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Look  What’s  Happening  At  NYSSD

Academic Bowl Club Submitted by Coach Gloria Broadbent

The Academic Bowl is a competition 
held by Gallaudet University in which 

schools send their Deaf and Hard of 

Hearing High School students to 

compete in academic areas. The 

competition is broken into five regions. 

Our students competed in the Northeast 

region this year which was held at The 

Learning Center in Massachusetts.  The 

competition consists of three rounds. 

The first round is a tossup round in 
which the student who buzzed in got to 

answer the question. In the second 
round, one student from each team 

competed against each other.  In the 

third round students worked 

collaboratively with their teammates to 

answer 10 questions in two minutes.

The NYSSD Academic Bowl Club 

members were Alexis Beckwith, Justin 

Corron, Sarah Davis, Bataan Hoang, 

Miranda Matthews, Rockia Ricketts, and 

Francesca Zegarelli. The students 
studied presidents, countries, chemical 

elements, current events, science, 
literature, math and much more. At night 

they were encouraged to watch the news 

and read the newspaper. 

The traveling team members consisted 

of: Sarah Davis, Miranda Matthews and 

Francesca Zegarelli. All competitors had 

an opportunity to participate in a random 

drawing for an iPad Mini and Francesca 

won.  Thank you to staff, administration 

and parents for all your support.

Friendship Feast
Submitted by Theresa Matt

Little Listeners Pre-K, K and Grade 1 classes, hosted their 2nd 
annual Friendship Feast!  Each child invited a family member to 
attend as their special guest.  Little "Pilgrims" and "Native 
Americans"  read a Thanksgiving poem and sang songs 
together.

Each child and their guest brought a different fruit or other 
ingredient to contribute to a fruit Friendship Salad.  The 
Friendship Feast was a great language opportunity for Little 
Listener students to practice good speech skills with sign 
support as needed. 

Children told the group a little about the food that they brought;  
then, students practiced asking guests a variety of questions as 
they waited on them.  Lots of social speech and good manners 

opportunities occurred as Little Listeners talked with peers, 
family and teachers around the table. 

Thank you to all families for attending and supporting your 
child in their learning!
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Look  What’s  Happening  At  NYSSD

New York State Service Awards
Submitted by Martin Gorski

Congratulations to the following staff from NYSSD who were recognized and honored on Tuesday, January 29, 2013 at the State 
Office Building in Utica (via video conference from Albany) for their achievement and years of service and dedication to the State 

Education Department of New York. Your New York State School for the Deaf 2013 Service Award winners are as follows:

Congratulations and thank you for your achievement and years of service and dedication to the State Education Department and 

especially to the New York State School for the Deaf.

Michael Pedde
35 Years

Dennis Ryan
35 Years

Victoria 
Stockton-Allen

35 Years

Jean Jackson
30 Years

Jane Reilley
30 Years

Edna Seaton
30 Years

Cheryl 
Smith-Sherwood

30 Years

Carolyn Beckwith
25 Years

Diane Dianotto
25 Years

Beth Hrim
25 Years

Deborah Popovich
25 Years

Terry LaGasse
20 Years

Martin Gorski
25 Years

Nancy Lopus
20 Years

Patricia Miller
20 Years

Thomas Nelson
20 Years

Darlene Quinton
20 Years

Andrea Rounds
20 Years

Susan Sharpsteen
20 Years

Allen Suprenant
20 Years

Susan Thomas
20 Years
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Look  What’s  Happening  At  NYSSD

Black History Month
Submitted by  Kara Linn

February was Black History Month. Students in the Total 
Communication program, grades 1 through 6 participated in a 
Black History Month presentation for the enjoyment of 
the staff, students and parents in attendance. Also, one Career 
Prep student participated in a costumed monologue on a famous 
person. 

Students signed their stories related to Harriet Tubman, Althea 
Gibson, Oprah Winfrey, Condoleezza Rice, the National 
Museum of African-American History and Culture and Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. 

Following the presentation, students enjoyed refreshments and a 
small gift honoring Black History Month.

Cookies with Santa
Submitted by Cathy Lee

On December 17th the Little Listeners classes enjoyed an 
afternoon with Santa.  The students’ families joined them at the 
school in the afternoon for some holiday fun.  The festivities 
kicked off with a handbell performance of Jingle Bells.  The 
students then sang Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer.  The 
families enjoyed making an ornament with their child and 
sharing some cookies and punch.  The students were excited 
when they heard sleigh bells!  Santa made a grand entrance with 
his bag full of toys for the students.  Each of the students 

enjoyed sitting on Santa’s lap and telling him what they wanted 
for Christmas.

Submitted by Michelle Simmons

Student of the Quarter Award

Todd Delamater earned the prestigious Student of the Quarter Award for BOCES first quarter.  
He has been working hard both in class and in the shop.  Congratulations to TJ on this 

accomplishment!

Todd Delamater
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Look  What’s  Happening  At  NYSSD

Students Develop Reading Skills 

During the 2012-2013 school year, students in Grades 1-6 (and 

three students in Prep) have been developing their reading 

skills in Kara Linn's classroom. Using the differentiated 

reading program Unique Learning, weekly current events 

newspaper News-2-You, Picture Plus Vocabulary and 

individualized Fry word lists, the students are making 

encouraging progress at their own level and rate of learning.

To motivate the students' learning of their Fry sight words, 
students have been invited to study ten new words weekly in 

the classroom as well as in the dorm/at home.  Starting in the 

second marking period, we have been enjoying "competitions" 

every five weeks. Students who know 75% or more of their 

assigned words participate in a selected reward. 14 students 

previously earned a pizza lunch. Students are currently 

working for a February ice cream party. Congratulations to all!

Submitted by Kara Linn

Career Training at BOCES
Submitted by Michelle Simmons

This year we have four students going to BOCES.  Todd Delamater and Nick Tack are in their second year of the Auto Tech class and 
Justin Corron is in his second year of the Carpentry class.  Todd made the High Honor roll for the first quarter, and Nick Tack made the 

Honor Roll.  Great job!  Keep up the good work boys.      

Students Learn About Banking
Submitted by Stephanie Baran

   

On March 25th, 2013, Mrs. Stephanie Baran and Mrs. Debbie 

Popovich took Debbie's class to the Rome Teacher's Federal 

Credit Union.  This activity opened the doors of economics to 

Mrs. Popovich's class.  The students prepared questions about 

banking and saving money for the future.  The students were 

able to tour the bank and had an opportunity to ask their 

questions.   The bank generously gave each student a comic 

book on Credit Unions and the importance of starting to save 

early.  The students are now eagerly learning how to write 

checks and develop a budget with the fake bankbooks the 

Credit Union gave the students.  From their experience, we can 

only hope that we will have a future entrepreneur in our midst. 
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MOODLE and the INQUIRY Process

The Middle School is learning to use an online course 

management system called MOODLE. MOODLE is provided 

to the NYSSD School Library through the Madison-Oneida 

School Library System. Teachers pursuing cooperative 

projects with the Library will also have access to Moodle.

Students love using it. They can check for assignments, post 

reports, pictures, take quizzes and find links to resources. So 

far the hardest part has been for them to learn their passwords! 

Moodle requires strong passwords of at least 8 characters with 

capital and lowercase letters, symbols and numbers. 

We are using it in the library to help students learn the Inquiry 

Process. So far, topics addressed have been the Great 

Depression, the Vikings (not the football team), Migration and 

the Stock Market. Just this morning we started looking at 

ASLwrite.com. The Inquiry Process consists of 6 steps: 

Connect, Wonder, Investigate, Construct new meaning, 

Express/Share and Reflect. This year the library emphasis is 

on Wonder and Reflect. Why Wonder? Because students who 

develop their own questions are more invested in the learning. 

Why Reflect? Thinking back on the process helps fix it in their 

minds and evaluate how to improve their work the next time.

About once a month a new feature of Moodle is introduced to 

the students. So far the favorite seems to be the forum where 
students can post comments and respond to each other. Only 

those enrolled in the class have access to the posts so it is 

totally secure. They were very excited to think they could 

access forums to just “talk” to each other until I explained they 

were expected to stay on topic, and that I could see everything  

and that I could get it printed and sent home to parents if there 

were serious issues. With that said they still love the forums 

and they like being able to reply to posts. 

In the coming months and years we will make great use of 

Moodle. Students can directly access their work from home or 
dorm; and it gives them a practical, educational use of the 

technology that they so enjoy.

Submitted by Pat Miller, Librarian
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Look  What’s  Happening  At  NYSSD

Submitted by Marty GorskiNYSSD Dormitory Program

The cold, windy, snowy weather of upstate New York did not keep the residential program couped-up indoors this winter season. In 

fact, the students and staff were quite active and busy so there was no time for hibernating in the after-class program. The residential 

child care staff along with our recreational therapist, Mr Dennis Ryan, put together an educational, recreational and social calendar to 

meet the needs and programs for all our students here at the New York State School for the Deaf.

Our students participated in our weekly swim program here on our campus. The Girl Scout program sold many boxes of cookies and 

visited the nursing homes during the holidays and made a donation to an area organization. We attended a Syracuse University 

basketball game  at the Carrier Dome for a game against Eastern Michigan State. The younger students walked over to the Jervis 

Library to take out books and do various activities. Once a month the Rome Alumni Association does an intergrated  activity and 

socializes with our students here on campus. The students and staff have attended several open captioned movies at the Rome Cinema 

Theaters: " Wreck -it Ralph," "Escape from Plant Earth" and "Oz". The students enjoyed their captioned  movie and snack of popcorn 

and drinks. 

During the month of March before the "cabin fever" sets in we get the students out to King Pin Lanes Bowling Alley  for some fun-

filled bowling.  We have some talented bowlers here at school.  We also went snow-tubing to a nearby tubing company. The students 

enjoyed an evening outdoors and indoors with a full snack bar,wood burning fireplace and table games. The students also attended a 

Syracuse Crunch Hockey game. This AHL farm team is affiliated with the Tampa Bay Lightening on the professional level. The 

students received free hockey pucks, t-shirts, hats and gift certificates. We also saw a very good, action packed 1-0 win by the Syracuse  

Crunch team. This was the first hockey game many of our students ever attended. It was a wonderful experience for all who attended.

Our students also get out into the community throughout their stay here at NYSSD community outings include:  Wal-Mart, Dollar 

General, restaurant outings for dinner, work-outs to the local YMCA, as well as,  our own weight-room, zumba classes and community 

walks just to name a few. 

Let’s not forget to make time for the students’ academics, which is the number 1 priority for them being here at NYSSD. The Child 

Care staff do a great job assisting and tutoring the students with their homework, projects, reviews, organization skills and learning to 

budget their time, so they can do all the other fun activities and programs we have to offer here.  

So as  you can see, the residential program is a very busy and active place to be. Before you stop on over for a visit, make sure you call 

first to  make sure that we are here on campus because you never know where we may be.      
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Look  What’s  Happening  At  NYSSD

Submitted by Dennis Ryan

Biking,  Kayaking & Snowshoeing

NYSSD had several outdoor education outings this past year. 
The first outing was a bicycle/kayak outing to Boonville, New 
York in October. NYSSD had 21 students on kayaks and 16 
students on bicycles. The students had a fantastic time getting 
some great exercise in the beautiful outdoors in upstate New 
York.  Multiple NYSSD staff joined the fun and had a fabulous 
time getting some positive interaction with the students.  For 
many of the students it was their first time in a kayak. Amongst 

the happy kayakers were: Darlene Martin, Eh Wah, Shanice 
White, Pee Eh Det, Anastasia Steele and Yousef Sawaqed.  The 
bicycle group included: Nathaniel Hoose, Fayra Santiago, Ka 
Dil, Tommy Cowin and Snowy Jenner. 

NYSSD students also enjoyed a wonderful snowshoe outing in 
February. The students spent a Friday snowshoeing through a 
beautiful wooded trail in Remsen, N.Y.  The students got some 
great winter exercise and had a great time. Among the NYSSD 
students on snowshoes were: Asia Bohlen, Hunter Ocmand, 
Mariah Sherman, Miranda Mathews, Bataan Hoang and Leora 
Massaroni. 

The NYSSD students thoroughly enjoyed these outdoor exercise 
adventures. NYSSD has already scheduled a Fall bike/kayak 
outing and a winter snowshoe outing for next year. Thanks to all 
the NYSSD Staff for helping make these outdoor outings such a 
memorable experience for the NYSSD students.
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Submitted by Francesca Zegarelli

 Interview with  Alexa Parsons 

Q: What is your name?
A: Alexa

Q: What is your job here at NYSSD?
A: Work Study Teacher

Q: How did you hear about NYSSD?
A: My aunt worked here and I worked here before as a substitute 
     teacher. 

Q: Why do you want to be a Work Study teacher at NYSSD?
A: To teach students life skills.

Q: Did you go to college?
A: SUNY Oswego and LeMoyne in Syracuse. 

Q: How many years of college did it take for you to earn your 
     degree(s) ?
A: 4 years for SUNY Oswego and 3 years for LeMoyne.

Q: Did you know sign language?
A: Yes

Q: If so, who taught you sign language?
A: Many years ago I had sign language class with Heather Northey, 
     who also teaches middle school students at NYSSD.

Q: Do you like NYSSD?
A: Yes, I love the program here and I love NYSSD.

Q: Do you have family or friends who are deaf?
A: Yes, my husband is hard of hearing and I have two deaf cousins.

Q: Have you made any friends here at NYSSD?
A: Yes

Q: What advice would you give to the students at NYSSD who          
     want to be a teacher?
A: To never give up and to never forget to dream and believe in 
     yourself. 
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