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February 2015 
 
 

SPECIAL EDUCATION FIELD ADVISORY 
 
 
From:  James P. DeLorenzo 
 
Subject: Federal Guidance on Effective Communication for Students with Hearing, 

Vision, or Speech Disabilities in Public Elementary and Secondary Schools. 
 
 This is to inform you that on November 12, 2014, the U.S. Department of 
Education's Office of Special Education and Rehabilitative Services and Office for Civil 
Rights, together with the U.S. Department of Justice's Civil Rights Division, issued joint 
guidance concerning effective communication for public elementary and secondary 
students with hearing, vision, or speech disabilities.  The guidance includes a letter to 
educators (available in Spanish), "Frequently Asked Questions on Effective 
Communication for Students with Hearing, Vision, or Speech Disabilities in Public 
Elementary and Secondary Schools" (FAQs), and a fact sheet on the guidance for parents 
(available in Spanish).  The guidance is intended to help schools understand and comply 
with federal legal requirements on meeting the communications needs of students with 
disabilities.  The FAQs explain the responsibility of public schools to ensure that 
communication with students with hearing, vision, or speech disabilities is as effective as 
communication with all other students. 
 
 Three federal laws, the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), Title II of 
the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA) (Title II), and Section 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (Section 504), address the obligations of public schools to meet 
the communication needs of students with disabilities, but do so in different ways.  Public 
schools must comply with all three laws to ensure that students with hearing, vision, or 
speech disabilities have the opportunity to fully participate at school.  However, compliance 
with IDEA can satisfy Section 504's requirement to provide a free appropriate public 
education to a student with a disability for the majority of students covered by the FAQs 
and, in general, a violation of Section 504 is a violation of Title II.  Therefore, the focus of 
the FAQs is on the IDEA and the specific Title II regulatory requirements for effective 
communication.  Schools need to be knowledgeable about the requirements of both of 
these federal laws in order to meet the communication needs of students with disabilities. 
 

To ensure dissemination to appropriate individuals within a school district, I ask 
Superintendents to please share this memorandum with individuals such as Directors of 
Special Education, School Psychologists, Committee on Special Education and Committee 
on Preschool Special Education Chairpersons, Guidance Counselors and Directors of 
Pupil Personnel, and Parent Teacher Associations.  Thank you for your attention to this 
important matter. 
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Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		effective-communication-memo-2-3-15-new.pdf









		Report created by: 

		



		Organization: 

		







[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found problems which may prevent the document from being fully accessible.





		Needs manual check: 2



		Passed manually: 0



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 0



		Passed: 29



		Failed: 1







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Failed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Passed		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top

