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Nextera, is made up of two components that provide a full-
service assessment solution. 
  

 Online Test Administration System 
– Student and testing management tools 
– Multi-tiered, role-based system 

 

 Test Delivery System (AKA Secure Browser) 
– Secure browser keeps students focused on their test 

– Test content is downloaded to the student’s device to ensure 
uninterrupted testing for students 

 

 

Nextera System Overview 
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 Secure, web-based administration system provides 
access to all users with no additional download 
– Login 
– Registration 
– Students  
– Classes 
– Tests 
– Accounts  
– Help 

 

 

Nextera Online Test Administration System 

Supported Browsers 
• Internet Explorer v9+ 
• Microsoft Edge 
• Mozilla Firefox 38+ 
• Google Chrome 42+ 
• Apple Safari 8+ 
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 Installed on each device  

 Allows the test to be presented securely on the device 

 Employs an HTML5 framework 
– No Java dependencies 

 Provides confidence in saving student responses 
– Test content cached when student logs in 

• Student response/interaction continuously sent to Questar 
• Responses stored/encrypted locally on computer/device in case of 

network loss 
 

 

Nextera Test Delivery System 
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Test Delivery 
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Desktops Tablets 
Windows Macintosh Linux Chrome iOS Android Windows 

Operating 
System 

Vista | 7 | 8 | 10 
2003 | 2008 | 
2012 (latest 
service pack) 

Mac OS X 
10.6+ 

Fedora 16+ 
Ubuntu 10.4 | 
11.10 |12.4 
 

Chromebook on 
OS v29+ 
 

iPad on iOS 7+ Android tablet 
on OS 4.2+ 

Windows tablet 
on 8+ 

App or 
executable .exe .exe .exe App App App .exe 

Processor Intel Core 2 Duo 1.6 Ghz equivalent or higher CPU 1.4 Ghz + or 
equivalent 1.0 Ghz  dual core equivalent or higher 

System 
Memory 

Minimum 512MB Free Ram  
Recommended 1 GB Free RAM 
Minimum 1 GB Free Storage Space 

Screen Size 
and 

Resolution 

Recommend 11.6" or larger screen size for desktops 
Minimum 1024 X 768 screen resolution 

Minimum 9.7" screen size 
Minimum 1024 X 768 screen resolution 

LAN 
Network 

Min: 802.11g Wireless 54Mbps or greater; 100 Mbps LAN for desktops / Minimum available LAN bandwidth at each workstation: 1Mbps 
Rec: 802.11n Wireless 150 Mbps or higher; 1 Gbps LAN for desktops / Recommended available LAN bandwidth at each workstation 2 Mbps 

Internet 
Speed 

Minimum per device: 150 Kbps 
Recommended: 300 Kbps 

Technical Requirements 
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System Requirements Notes 

Platform Notes 

All The Questar Assessment system has no Java components or 
dependencies 

Chromebooks Chromebooks are supported with a Kiosk-mode Chromebook app 

Windows The Windows secure browser is 32-bit and runs equally well on 
32-bit and 64-bit systems 

Linux The Linux secure browser is available in both 32-bit and 64-bit 
packages supporting all major Linux distributions (.deb and .rpm 
packages 

Mac The Mac secure browser is 64-bit only. Only Intel Macs are 
supported, which are all 64-bit 

Thin Clients While Questar’s platform does offer thin client support, there are a 
broad range of thin client types and configurations. Therefore, 
additional testing is required to ensure all functionality is supported 
on a specific setup. 
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 Links to all implementations are available on the downloads page 
within the help tab 

 Windows, Mac, and Linux 
– Test delivered via a Secure Browser  

• Downloaded on to the student’s computer, or  
• Deployed via the school's network or device management platform 

 Chromebook App  
– Deployed via management tool 
– Appears as an option on the log-in screen to launch a kiosk-mode app 

 iPad and Android Devices 
– A link to each respective app is provided in the administration site on the 

help tab 

 Thin Client/Virtualization 
– Questar recommends testing the secure browser in your configuration 

 

 
 

Delivery 
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Student Response Flowchart: 
Continuous Internet Connection 
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Student Response Flowchart: 
Internet Connection Lost and Restored During Testing 
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Student Response Flowchart: 
Internet Connection Lost 
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 If network connectivity is lost during the test, do not 
move the student to another device. The student should 
continue the test and submit when complete. The device 
will continue trying to reconnect indefinitely to upload the 
test responses. 
 

 If the test session must be terminated or the device is 
powered down, the student may restart the test session 
using their credentials when connectivity is restored. 
Click “submit” to send remaining responses to Questar.  
– DO NOT “clean” the device until this transfer has occurred. 

 

 

Recovery During Testing 
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Are there any questions about the test delivery system? 
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Questions  



Technology Readiness 
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System Setup and Test Readiness 

Questar’s test readiness resources provide the training and tools you 
need to ensure testing requirements are met, to experience the online 
test environment, and to verify that the testing system is working as 
expected at the school level before student testing begins.  
 

 Support Page 

 Online Test Readiness Check  

 Question Sampler 

 Secure Browser Practice Test 

 Training and Documentation 
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Support Page 

Support page on Questar’s 
public website: 

 Central access to 
desktop and tablet 
technical requirements 

 Run System Scan to 
determine if workstation 
meets requirements 

 Test Readiness Check 
gives user feedback 
based on bandwidth 
speeds and testing 
details  

http://www.questarai.com/support/ 
 

http://www.questarai.com/support/
http://www.questarai.com/support/
http://www.questarai.com/support/
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System Scan 

System Scan provides 
immediate feedback on 
device and browser 
information for each 
workstation 
 

The System Scan tool 
displays system 
specifications and visual 
confirmation of whether the 
system meets each 
technical requirement 

http://www.questarai.com/support/system-scan/ 
 

http://www.questarai.com/support/system-scan/
http://www.questarai.com/support/system-scan/
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Test Readiness 

Anyone can quickly determine their 
local download/upload speed with 
the Test Readiness Check 
 

By inputting some additional 
information, these tools can be 
used to validate if testing can be 
completed: 

 For the number of concurrent 
students testing 

 In the given timeframe 

 With the available bandwidth 

 
http://www.questarai.com/support/test-readiness/ 
 

http://www.questarai.com/support/test-readiness/
http://www.questarai.com/support/test-readiness/
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Secure browser testing allows 
schools to ensure test forms load 
properly via the secure browser. 
 

A sample form will be made 
available in the secure browser 
before testing begins. 
 

 

21 

Secure System Trials 
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The CBT Question Sampler is available 
from a public landing page and can be 
used by students, parents, teachers, or 
administrators. 
 

Anyone can view and complete a 
sample test and get experience with 
testing tools and accommodations. 
 

The CBT Question Sampler allows a 
user to experience the testing tools 
without needing to download an install a 
secure browser or app. 
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CBT Question Sampler 

For the best experience use a 
Chrome browser to access the 
Sampler 



12 January 2016. 

PRESENTATION TITLE 

© Copyright             Questar Assessment, Inc. All Rights Reserved 

Are there any questions about the test readiness tools? 
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Questions  



Nextera Online 
Administration System 
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State Level User 
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User Roles TA 

Student Class School District 

Teacher 

School User 

District User 
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Roles and Abbreviations 
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District Test Coordinator (DTC) 
District-Level User (DLU) 

School Test Coordinator (STC) 
Building-Level User (BLU) 

District Information Technology 
Coordinator (DITC) 

School Information Technology 
Coordinator (SITC) 

Teacher (TA) 
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District Test Coordinator 
(DTC) 

District-Level User (DLU) 

Complete registration 

View, add, change 
accounts within district 

Access to track 
progress during testing 

School Test Coordinator 
(STC) 

Building-Level User (BLU) 

View, add, change 
accounts within school 

Assign student supports 

View, add, change  
classes  and students 

Access to track 
progress during testing 

Roles and Responsibilities 
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District Information Technology 
Coordinator (DITC) 

School Information Technology 
Coordinator (SITC) 

Access Home  
and Help tabs 

Ensure device and 
network readiness 

Download test  
delivery system 

Teacher (TA) 

Review classes  
and students 

Print Labels  
(student login credentials) 

Administer assessment, 
monitor student progress 

during testing 

Roles and Responsibilities 
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DTCs will be sent a welcome email with username and 
password.  
1. Log in using your provided credentials 

2. Follow prompts to accept a security agreement and change your password. 

 

 

Accessing Nextera Administration  
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Home Screen 
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The heading at the top of the screen is used to work with 
different schools and contents  
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Home Screen — Navigating 
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Each District can have one DTC and multiple District-Level Users 
 

Each DTC is created during the initial administration site setup. 
Additional DLU’s can be created by a DTC. 
 

DTCs will perform the following actions: 
1) Complete Registration 

a) Enter counts for the number of students anticipated to participate during 
the testing window at each school. 

2) Add Additional Users in Accounts 
a) One STC for each school, multiple BLUs can be created for each school 
b) One District IT Coordinator for the district 
c) Username and password will be sent to new users.  

 

DTC Responsibilities 
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 Select the “Accounts” tab and 
click “Registration” 

 Verify District Test Coordinator 
contact information 

 Add users 
– School Test Coordinator (STC) 
– IT Coordinator (DITC/SITC) 

 Verify district address 

 Enter estimated number of 
students testing 

 

 

Registration 

33 



12 January 2016. 

PRESENTATION TITLE 

© Copyright             Questar Assessment, Inc. All Rights Reserved 

 Use the Accounts Pages to create additional users, if 
necessary 

 Manage all accounts associated within the selected district 
and schools from one location  
– Create new accounts 
– Edit accounts 
– Send users their login information or reset passwords 

 

 

 

Accounts  
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Accounts 
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Account Detail 
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Accounts 

DTC / DLU — view, activate or reset accounts in all schools in their district 
 

STC / BLU — view, activate or reset accounts in their school 
 

Teachers — view their own account 
 

DITC and SITC – view their own account 
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Are there any questions about account management 
functionality? 
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Questions  



Classes and Students 
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Prior to the test window Questar will load a Pre-ID file 
provided by NYSED. The file contains: 

 Student testing demographics 

 Teacher/class assignments 

These two pieces of information create classes in Nextera 

 

 

 

 
 

Pre-ID File 
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Classes, in Nextera, are a group of students for testing 
within a school assigned to a teacher. 
 

A teacher may have multiple classes. 
 

A student needs to be assigned to a class for each area of 
content in which they will be testing. (Not applicable in the 
Stand-Alone Field Test) 
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Classes 
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Classes 

Teacher 

Students 

Class 
In order to get logins to 
take a test, a student 
must belong to a class in 
the administration system.  
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School Test Coordinators responsibilities: 
 Add Building level users (as needed) 

 Verify/Add/Activate teachers 

 Verify/Edit/Create classes 

 Verify/Edit student data 

 Add student 

School Test Coordinator Responsibilities 
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 View/sort classes by subject and teacher 

 Add new class(es) 

 Edit existing class 

Classes — STC 
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1. Select the content area in which the class will be 
testing. 

2. Click “View” next to the class row you want to review to 
open the class details page. 

3. Review the list of students. 
 
 
 
 

4. Export class roster in a .csv file, if necessary. 
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View a Class 
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1. Select the content area in which the class will be 
testing. 

2. Click “New Class” from the Classes page. 
3. Select the teacher responsible for this group. 

 
 
 

4. Name the class. (For example, “Period 3,” “ELA 5,” “4th 
grade section 2,” etc.) 

5. Click “Save.” 
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Create a Class 
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Adding or removing students in a class can be done when a class is 
created or later by selecting “View” from the classes screen and then “Edit.” 
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Adding/Removing Students in a Class 
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Use the class filter to select from a list of classes. This 
allows you to move students between classes, or to work 
from a list of all students not yet assigned to a class. 
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Adding/Removing Students in a Class 
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From here students can be added to or removed from a class. 
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Adding/Removing Students in a Class 
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Classes — STC 

DTC / DLU — view and add classes / testing groups for all schools in their district 
 

STC / BLU — view and add classes / testing groups for their school 
 

Teachers — view their classes / testing groups 
 

 DITC and SITC cannot view or add any classes / testing groups 
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Classes Page Access 

DTC / DLU — add, change or remove  students in any class / testing groups  
in all schools in their district 

 

STC / BLU — add, change or remove students in any classes / testing groups in their school 
 

Teachers — add or remove students in their classes / testing groups 
 

 DITC and SITC cannot view any classes / testing groups 
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Are there any questions about the class management 
functionality? 

52 

Questions  
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Students Page 
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You can filter the students page to include only students in 
a class, or to include all students. 
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Students Page 

You can also export a student roster in a .csv file from the bottom of the page. 
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From the Students Page: 
1. Select “New Student” 
2. Enter student information (all fields in bold are mandatory) 
3. Select “Save”  

Adding a Student 

If you know the class the student belongs to, the student can be added directly from 
this screen. 
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1. Click “View” next to the student you want to review to 
open the Student Details Page. 

 

2. Click “Edit” to unlock the fields that can be modified. 

3. Click “Save” when all changes have been made 
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Edit a Student 
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1. Once a student is assigned to a class, you will be able to set 
accommodations based on test content. 

2. Click “Modify” to open a popup screen. 
3. Set the accommodations and click “save.” 
This should be done for each content area for which a student will 
be tested.  
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Edit Student Accommodations 
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Students — Multi-Student Edit 
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Student Page Access 

DTC / DLU — view, add, and edit students in all schools in their district  
 

STC / BLU — view, add, and edit students in their school 
 

Teacher — in their testing group, view students only 
 

DITC and SITC cannot view, add, or edit students 
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Are there any questions about the student management  
functionality? 
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Questions   



Preparing for 
Test Day 



12 January 2016. 

PRESENTATION TITLE 

© Copyright             Questar Assessment, Inc. All Rights Reserved 

 Review Class(es) 

 Review Students 

 Prepare Student Logins 

 Ensure Class(es) 
Completes Testing 

Teacher Responsibility 
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Tests 
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From the Test Administrations screen click “View” to see testing details for a class. 

Tests 
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Tests 
Click “Print Labels” from the Testing Details screen to produce a roster or labels 
containing test login information. 
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Tests 

DTC / DLU — view or delete any test administration in any class / testing groups in all schools in their district 
 

STC / BLU — view or delete test administrations  in any classes / testing groups in their school 
 

Teachers — view test administrations for any classes assigned to them 
 

DITC and SITC cannot view any classes / testing groups 
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Are there any questions about the Test Administrations 
functionality? 
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Questions  
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 Serves as the information technology point of contact for 
the school or district. 

 Deploys the test delivery system to student devices. 

 

 

 

 

DITC/SITC Responsibilities 
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 Contact Customer Support from the Help tab 

 Review commonly asked questions 

 Access support documentation: Manuals, QRGs 

 Download Secure Browser 

 System Scan 

 

 

 

Help 
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Help 

All user roles can 
see the help page 

and its content 
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Downloads 

SLU, DITC, SITC, 
DTC / DLU, and 
STC / BLU can 
view and download 
secure browsers 
 
Teachers cannot 
view the downloads 
page 



Additional Support and 
Training Materials 
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 Stand-Alone Field Test Assessment (SAFT) 
– Online Test Readiness Check: December 1, 2015 
– Question Sampler: January 2016 
– Preview Admin Site: January 2016 
– Secure System Trial: March 2016 
– Live Admin Site: April 2016 
– Student Logins Available: April 2016 
– SAFT Window: May 23 to June 10, 2016 

 

Key Dates 

74 



12 January 2016. 

PRESENTATION TITLE 

© Copyright             Questar Assessment, Inc. All Rights Reserved 

 3–8 Test Administrator Training  
– Webinars in March   

 On-Demand Resources 
– Administration Site recorded training 
– Preview Site Companion Guide 
– Technology Readiness Training 

 Manuals and Resources 
– Nextera Software Installation Guide  
– Quick Reference Guides 
– Test Administrators Manual 
– Test Coordinators Manual 

 

 
 

Additional Support and Training Materials 
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Questar New York Customer Support 

 

NY.3-8.help@questarai.com  

 

1-866-997-0695 

Contact Information 
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Question and 
Answer Session 



Thank you! 
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