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The Buffalo City School District, in collaboration with the City Voices, City Visions Learning Through Digital Video Project (CVCV) at the University at Buffalo, and the nonpublic school partner, will provide professional development and school-based support to high school teachers for the infusion of digital video and information technologies into the curriculum in five schools. A team approach to infusing digital video (DV) as a literacy tool across the curriculum will be used to create DV units, project assignments, and evaluations to help students learn key literacy concepts. Through active engagement in creating focused visual/narrative/audio DV productions, students in grades 9-12 will learn advanced literacy skills of interpretation and analysis of texts that they read. These reading strategies will be learned as students use digital video production as a means of  “reading and writing to learn,” not only in English, but also in social studies, science and technology classes. CVCV teacher educators are experienced teachers who will work with seasoned high school teachers to adapt proven curricular and instructional practices to digital video production in alignment with the Commencement Level of the New York State ELA Standards and related performance indicators: special emphasis will be given to interpreting and synthesizing information, critical analysis/evaluation of written and visual texts, and making meaning through DV genre productions. 

Teachers from the participating schools will be supported by four kinds of professional development: (1) the CVCV Professional Development Institute; (2) in-classroom instructional/technological support by the CVCV team, (3) Reunions and roundtables with peer-to-peer mentoring; (4) online environments for the CVCV Learning Community, including the CVCV blog and website, and DV product publication on the CVCV website. Formative evaluation of student literacy engagement and learning and development of the most effective learning units are also planned activities. An external evaluation of project impact on achievement will be conducted.
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