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	School District or BOCES Name:  Virgil I. Grissom School, MS 226Q

	Address 121-10 Rockaway Blvd

	City South Ozone Park
	State NY
	Zip 11420

	Contact Person Douglas Van Hoppe
	Telephone w area code  718) 843-2260 ex 3293

	E-mail Address  dvonhop@schools.nyc.gov 
	Fax w area code  (718) 599-7422
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MS226Q, a school in year 2 planning for restructuring, cited for ELA in grade 8, located in District 27, and has partnered with Al-Ihsan Academy to propose “You Are There” to improve student achievement in ELA.

“You Are There,” will involve students in producing a website containing a Time Tunnel.  Readers can go back in time and interview Abraham Lincoln, Winston Churchill, Franklin Roosevelt, Susan B. Anthony, John Kennedy, Dr. Martin L. King and others.  Readers will also be able to go back in time and help solve medical problems like Polio, Smallpox, and Yellow Fever.  Students will read literature such as the Diary of Anne Frank, The Color of Water, I know Why the Caged Bird Sings, turning them into online reviews with commentaries.  They will also read House On Mango Street producing downloadable podcasts poetry. 

All student developed activities “You Are There” website will be aligned to New York State ELA Standard 1: Information and Understanding, Reading and Writing and Standard 2: Literary Response and Expression, Reading and Writing, on the 8th grade level.

 To facilitate these objectives of “You Are There” project, teachers will be involved in after school staff development, push in project support, as well as participate in a local/regional Peer Review session. The Peer Review process is a NYS professional development initiative designed to help teachers improve the achievement of all students by enhancing teachers’ abilities to provide quality instruction based on the New York State Learning Standards. This project will culminate with teachers preparing a Learning Experience Outline to present at Local/Regional Peer Review session as a way to assess the validity of the project based on New York State Standards.
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