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	School District or BOCES Name:            Holley Central School District

	Address:     3800 N. Main St.

	City:    Holley
	Stat:e     New York
	Zip:    14470

	Contact Person:     Brenda L. Freida
	Telephone w area code:  (585) 638-6316 ext. 2014

	E-mail Address:  bfreida@holleycsd.org
	Fax w area code:  (585) 638-7409
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The Holley Central School District, in collaboration with the Brockport School District Oliver Middle School and Sandy Creek Academy, seeks to improve student academic performance in 7th and 8th grade English language arts through the integration of new technology to support curriculum.  Specific objectives are to 1) improve access to technology in the classroom, 2) enhance the use of formative assessment as a teaching/learning tool, 3) create a positive and innovative environment to meet the needs of diverse learners, and 4) to provide tools to the teacher to improve and instructional aspects of the classroom.

A cadre of 7th and 8th grade classroom and special education teachers from each middle school will receive intensive and sustained professional development each year as will the sole teacher at Sandy Creek Academy, the district’s only nonpublic school.  Participants will receive 12 hours of instruction on the use and classroom integration of Dana student laptop computers and software to support ELA instruction.  In addition, participants will be provided the opportunity to form learning communities to collaborate and reflect on the integration of technology into the classroom.  Professional development activities are ongoing weekly (in teacher planning time for technology integration); monthly (in collegial circles to encourage a professional culture of collaboration in the development of technology-integrated curriculum and classroom teaching); semiannually (in inter-school Instructional Computer Technology Curriculum Integration meetings) and annually (in two-day professional development seminars).  All participants will receive Dana laptops and several classrooms will be fully equipped with student laptops for 1:1 use.

Professional development will give teachers the tools they need to improve the instructional aspect of the classroom, and to create a positive and innovative environment to meet the needs of diverse learners.  These tools include opportunities for hands-on practical training, ongoing peer mentoring and collaboration, and time to reflect and integrate what they have learned.  Our professional development plan will enable teachers to become comfortable and proficient with the technology and give them the opportunity to devise ways to use it in their classrooms, including the use of formative assessments as a teaching/learning tool.  In this way, professional development will also help to improve access to technology in the classroom.

Through the use of scientifically-based teaching strategies, technology will be used to support different learning styles to meet the needs of all of our students.  As barriers to learning are removed and students become more actively engaged in the learning process, this will enable us to meet our need to improve literacy and performance on the 7th and 8th grade NYS ELA assessment.
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