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Abraham Lincoln School, IS 171, a second-year school in need of improvement, is partnering with Yeshiva Education for Special Students (YESS), to propose “Government, Who Needs It?”  “Government, Who Needs It?” will involve students creating a video production comparing the different types of government in an effort to understand the important role government plays in our lives.  “Government, Who Needs It?” is an ELA based project that seeks to address the deficiencies cited on the NYS Seventh Grade ELA assessment for Special Education and supports NYS ELA Standard 1 and 2.  Through the use of information and understanding, response and expression, students will improve their communication and analytical interpretation skills.
Both schools will work together to create a digital docudrama based on how people live under different forms of government including: Anarchy, Monarchy, Tyranny, Democracy, and Totalitarianism.  For this project, students will research the different forms of government and create a video using stop action photography and Clay Animation to portray their view of these governments.  Students will be involved in the following activities in support of NY State ELA Standards1 and 2: conduct research, develop a scenario, and create story boards depicting how life would be under each form of government. Based on their written works, students will then create dialog and film their movies.  After reading “Animal Farm,” students will create a new animated Utopian Society and will incorporate them into a school based website.

IS 171 and Yeshiva Education for Special Students (YESS), will also participate in the Peer Review Process.  The Peer Review Process is an initiative intended to help teachers improve their instructional practices by making full comprehensive use of the NYS Learning Standards.  With the incorporation of technology-based projects, teachers will plan collaboratively to design quality-learning experiences with respective rubrics that enhance teaching and learning.Standards.
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