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Abstract

Middle School 219, SURR School located in the Morrissania section of the Bronx, enrolls just under 800 students in grades six to eight. The student body is ethnically diverse, with 47.8% Spanish speaking (including new immigrants or first generation Americans from the Caribbean, Central, South and North America); .8% from South-East Asia and China, and 51% African Americans. Fifty-one percent (51%) are male; forty-nine percent (49%) are female.  Most of these students live below the poverty line and 97% are eligible for the free lunch program. Slightly more than 300 students attend St. Helena School, a non public school. Many of the children entering MS 219 have weak basic math skills. These students come to us from PS 110, PS 55, PS 2 and PS/MS 4, schools which are either just off or still on the SURR list. These students need a strong mathematics program directly related to the curriculum. St. Helena School faces the same challenges in math for their middle school aged students and for 9th graders.

Both schools are committed to improving student scores on the State standardized math test by implementing staff development programs based on standard-setting learning and aimed at improving mathematics teaching and student achievement in math in all grades. Both schools hope to meet the above goals through a partnership with the Ocean of Know,. Teachers College Columbia University will provide assessment. Training in peer review and self assessment are key components of the staff development program and both schools understand the importance of applying these strategies with the goal of improving student performance on standardized tests.
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