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This Learning Technology Grant partners Donovan Middle School and Notre Dame Junior/Senior High School to improve teacher capacity to integrate technology into appropriate points of the curriculum and to use interactive presentation systems to improve student understanding.  Our major purpose is to improve student performance through the meaningful use of educational technology and interactive presentation systems blended with standards based curriculum to ensure that all students become technologically literate by the end of eighth grade.  This three year program will target grade 6 students and teachers in year 1, grade 7 in year 2, and grade 8 in year 3. Our objectives include all participating students improve performance by June, 2009, and all students and teachers will increase their technology literacy. The professional development piece for teachers will improve their technology literacy as they are given the knowledge and skills necessary to improve their delivery of instruction through interactive presentation systems. Teachers will create an exciting and stimulating learning environment that will improve the delivery of instruction through the creation of a technology rich integrated curriculum in English Language Arts and Math (Grade 6, 2007, Grade 7, 2007, Grade 8, 2008). 

The professional development will result in two products:  a standards-based technology integrated curriculum in grades 6, 7, and 8 for ELA and Math; and differentiated and prioritized curriculum units for students with handicapping conditions.  

Student opportunities will include using the interactive presentation systems to complete project-based inquiries directly linked to the integrated curriculum units. By providing these additional opportunities in school for students to increase their access to technology, we will decrease the digital divide for minority and handicapped students who do not have access to technology at home.
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