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Growing Up Green: Digital Activism targeted students in participating schools to fulfill their potential and improve skills to master: 1) NYS exams in math and science, 2) NYS Math, Science, and Technology Academic Standards (NYS MST), 3) technology literacy skills, and 4) digital safety knowledge. The NYSED Title IID Eligible List was reviewed to identify potential participating public schools (http://www.emsc.nysed.gov/funding/2009eett.html). A student assessment score review for all student groups revealed special education student scores were the weakest. All proposed participating schools will include special education students to improve their Seventh and Eighth Grade math scores. The public and non-public partners that are focusing on advancing achievement in math showed weakness in the following performance areas:

• Students understand the concepts of and become proficient with the skills of mathematics.

• Students understand mathematics and become mathematically confident by communicating and reasoning mathematically.

This proposal, Growing Up Green: Digital Activism, will specifically address each of these areas of weakness, while grounding lesson activities in STEM projects, and promoting enhanced collaboration between participating partner schools. In a three-step process, Model Schools Professional Developers will work directly with teachers in respective subject areas in each of these middle schools to create learning experiences integrated with technology, implement these in the classroom and to reflect upon these curriculum enhancements for future growth. Technology integration assists in closing the performance gap; enables teachers to share effective classroom strategies, have access to detailed, disaggregated student performance data to identify specific group and individual learning needs, and target specific learning strategies to specific areas of student need. This proposal integrates with each of the districts’ technology plans by infusing the science and math curriculum with new multi-media technology applications and approaches to make it more interesting, exciting and motivating;

provides tools and resources to enhance student learning; and implements teacher professional development in math, science, and technology. This proposal aligns to respective technology plans, as this proposal’s objective is to train teachers, through customized professional development to:

• Become aware of identified local learning gaps and/or areas in need of improvement

• Become aware of technology literacy and digital safety initiatives

• Effectively integrate technology into curriculum to support identified needs

• Assist students to acquire the building blocks necessary to develop science skills and math

skills, which will translate into improved assessment and test scores

• Share and reflect upon best practices via Web 2.0 and distance learning tools.   
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