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	Learning Technology Grant 2009-12 Abstract
    The New Millennium Business Academy (NMBA) and the City of Faith Christian Academy (FCA) have teamed together in order to further student engagement and achievement, and to develop student capacity for critical-thinking and collaborative work. The overall goal of this project is to provide excellent education experiences in the classroom through the use of technology with key emphasis in Technology Literacy, Mathematics and Science.

      Specific objectives of this proposal are : (1) To provide students with exposure to technology, teach them its benefits and train them in its use; (2) To improve retention of knowledge and student learning by providing them with an opportunity to use math, science, and engineering in a supervised hands-on environment; (3) To provide teachers with opportunities to learn about technology that can help them enhance their lessons; and (4) To begin integrating technology into the classroom in order to provide early exposure and enhance student learning.  The proposed project would focus on students grades 6-8, attending NMBA and students grades pre-K to 2nd, attending FCA.  

The project has been designed around the NYS science exit projects and the required NYS strands. The students at NMBA will choose one project from several projects offered by their science /math teacher. The students will then work to complete the project. They will be required to film certain parts of their project and use Windows Movie Maker to create a presentation to be viewed by their teachers and peers. They will have to utilize Google Sites to create a website describing their project, the results and a place to view a presentation of project activities. The younger students attending FCA will be taught how to use computer programs by the older students during a series of interactive computer tutorial sessions at their school.
 Teacher professional development sessions for both schools will focus specifically on the following: (1) To learn how to identify infinite opportunities to incorporate the various NYS science and math strands into their student’s SMT project; (2) To learn or enhance their current knowledge of technological skills and abilities; and (3) To perform projects that the student will be working with so that they will be aware of potential challenges and possible solutions.

 The intended results for the students are higher standardized and classroom tests score; increased understanding and real-world application of the math and science concepts they learn; and increased technology application and usage. For teachers, the objectives are: (1) to enhance their ability in identifying opportunities to incorporate SMT strands into daily classroom instruction; (2) to continuously learn, instruct, and apply technology skills; and (3) to expand understanding of how effective collaborative partnerships within and outside of school can positively impact student motivation and educational retention. 
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