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	Learning Technology Grant 2009-12 Abstract
Isaac Pitkin School PS 159k, a SINI year 1, and Yeshiva Education Special Services propose “Once Upon A Story,” to improve Students With Special Needs achievement in ELA. “Once Upon A Story,” will give students an opportunity to create their own original illustrated tales by using KidPix, Media Blender, Claymation, Garage Band, Microsoft Word and Dreamweaver.   The “Once Upon A Story” Website will include an illustrated sound dictionary, original: Poetry, Dramatic Readings, Dialogue, Monologues, Haikus, Soliloquies, Ballads, and Rhymes.  Students will also create pod casts. Additionally, it will include sequels to classic fairytales, alternate versions of classic fairytales, scale drawings/blueprints of redesigned story props (e.g. construction of the house portrayed in The Three Little Pigs and design the flying carpet featured in 1,001 Arabia Nights), and analyzing the science of fairytales (e.g. Pinocchio’s nose and Rapunzel’s hair. 
All student developed activities housed on the “Once Upon A Story,” website will be aligned to New York State ELA Standard 1: Information and Understanding, Reading and Writing and Standard 1 Information and Understanding, Reading and Writing Listening and Speaking for critical analysis and evaluation. NYS Standards, MST standards 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5 will also be addressed.
To facilitate these objectives of “Once Upon A Story,” project, the teachers from both schools will participate in after school staff development, push-in staff development, project support, as well as engaging in the development of the Learning Experience Outline and the Peer Review process. Peer Review process is designed to help teachers improve the achievement of all students by enhancing teachers’ abilities to provide quality instruction based on the New York State Standards. This project will be completed with teachers preparing a Learning Experience Outline to present at a Peer Review conference as a means to assess the validity of the project based on New York State Standards. 
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