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Proposal Abstract

New York City, Community School District 20 is applying for a Learning Technology Grant on behalf of PS 176.  PS 176, partnered with St. Bernadette’s Elementary School, proposes to improve student achievement in literacy, specifically through the study of science and meteorology.  Our proposal, Weathering Heights, involves creating collaborative weather club teams, in grades 3, 4, and 5, to study the effect of weather and climate changes on local, national and global communities.  

Our students will analyze weather data and weather patterns, discuss and reflect on the severe effects of damaging weather storms on communities, resources and inhabitants culminating in a web based information center. Students will participate in Weather Bug Achieve weather club formats working with other students across the country to analyze longitudinal weather patterns over a three year period using the weather data from the school’s Weather Bug Achieve weather station. 

Students will have the opportunity to use ELA skills to complete such tasks as conducting research, as well as analyzing and synthesizing information to produce an interactive website which will be aligned to NYS ELA Standard E1, E2, E3, E4:   to comprehend informational materials and extend ideas and concepts; to make connections through multi-media broadcasts on weather, climate changes and global warming.

To facilitate the objectives of theWeathering Heights learning project, teachers will be involved in the after-school staff development, push-in project support, as well as the local/regional Peer Review process.   We shall utilize the concept of the Peer Review process to engage teachers in effective dialogue about their professional strategies and measure of student success in meeting NYS standards. This project will culminate with teachers preparing a Learning Experience Outline to present at a Local/Regional Peer Review session as a way to assess the validity of the project based on New York State Standards.
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