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	Learning Technology Grant 2009-12 Abstract

Much research has been done on how and why a student can comprehend a text, but less has been said about what kinds of texts can best aid the development of comprehension skills.  Nonfiction, especially when paired with entertaining fiction stories can help students learn to read purposefully and actively while exploring new ideas about the world around them.  “Bookflix” is an online web based literacy resource pairing fiction and nonfiction books that are largely centered around the content areas.  In addition the web based online resource “One More Story” sparks interest in reading to develop independent readers.

It is proposed to pair middle school English language learners and students with special needs from Emerson MS and St. Casimir School with PreK and Kindergarten students from VIVE! Early Childhood School to explore these two literacy resources while developing reading comprehension and becoming independent readers.   Pairing younger and older students is a winning opportunity for older students to shine while giving younger students more attention in their quest for reading skills.  Incorporating instructional technology in this format will engage students with the objective of improving and supporting student academic achievement while closing the performance gap for minority students with increased numbers of English language learners and students with special needs.  To be successful in addressing the gap, a program of professional development is designed for instructors which includes administrative collaboration so that students will have access to technology during and after their instructional school day.
Effective integration of technology to engage students and strengthen, enrich, and differentiate content instruction; building a learning community to institutionalize technology infusion as a vehicle for continuous improvement of curriculum, instruction, and assessment; and providing on-site technical support will promote teacher and student access and use.
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