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Promising Practices Guidance and Submission Form  
This information will be used to help highlight best practices that were accomplished throughout the implementation of the SSDST grant.  This information will be provided as a resource to other districts via the STO website and NING.
	Highlight Promising Practices in the following categories as applicable:

	· Strand 1:  District systems and structures (required of any application)
· Strand 2:  Leading the implementation of CCSS in ELA in chronically underperforming schools
· Strand 3:  Leading the implementation of CCSS in Math in chronically underperforming schools
· Strand 4:  Embedding a system of data‐driven instruction (DDI)/inquiry in the instructional cycle of chronically underperforming schools



	The Promising Practice must:

	· Be currently taking place/have been implemented in your district as a direct result of your work in each focused strand with the SSDST grant
· Include data to support its effectiveness including early indicators of success

· Have an observable, positive impact on the school/district as a whole




	Overall Style Reminders:

	· Keep paragraphs brief – approximately 5-6 sentences

· Keep story brief – approximately 2 pages

· Provide facts – refrain from stating opinions

· Avoid using passive voice (e.g., “Trainings were provided.”).  Use active voice (e.g., “X partner provided Y trainings.”), and be clear about who is doing the action in every sentence

· Include direct quotes to strengthen story

· Limit use of acronyms 

· Use plain language

· Keep message simple and concise

· Avoid broad, sweeping statements (e.g., “A significant increase was seen.”)




	School/District Background
	Provide a brief overview of your district including location, size, demographics served, and needs of the district.  Please provide an overview of why you decided to participate in this grant.

	
	


Have you:

· Given the reader a clear picture of your school, district and community?
· Given the reader insight into the goals for implementation of each strand chosen.
	Promising 

Practice to be Highlighted
	Thoroughly describe a promising practice currently taking place at your district as a direct result of the strategies through the SSDST Grant with each strand implemented.  Also provide an explanation as to why this particular practice was chosen to be implemented at your district.  



	
	


Have you:
· Described in detail a promising practice occurring within your district for each strand chosen.

· Provided enough detail for another school or district to implement your promising practice?
· Shown a clear connection to the need for this practice at your district and why this particular practice was chosen to address that need?

· Shown a connection between the promising practice in use and a key strategy and/or goal of your district?
	Evidence
	How do you know the practice you have described is promising and/or successful?  How have you measured its effectiveness and/or success? 

	
	


Have you:
· Included data to support evidence of the success of this practice?

· Included early indicators of success and small wins?

· Have you demonstrated an observable, positive impact that the implementation of this promising practice has had on the district?

	Looking Ahead
	What are your sustainability plans and hopes for the future (both short and long-term) of your promising practice?

	
	


Have you:
· Described what the next few months of implementation of this promising practice will look like in your district?

· Described what you hope this promising promise will help your district sustain and achieve years from now?

	Additional documentation
	Please provide any additional documentation/attachments/website links created/demonstrate/communicated as a result of the implementation of the SSDST grant initiatives.

	
	


Have you:

· Provided a link to a website for the readers’ reference?  Checked/verified the website is correct?

· Attached the noted documents that you intended to provide?  Noted the attachments in the “additional documentation” area?
[Type text]

Be sure to provide detailed answers and complete the self-check after each question to ensure you haven’t left anything out.


