Assessment Requirements 
Guidance for NYS Prekindergarten Programs

Assessment is a broad term used to describe the gathering of information about student performance.  The results are used to inform and differentiate instruction and to enhance professional development.  There are generally two types of assessment: formal and informal.  Formal assessments are valid and reliable and have standards of comparison (norm-referenced, standards-referenced and criterion-referenced).  These instruments are usually developed and published commercially. 

Informal assessments do not follow standard conditions or use standard materials.  Ongoing, authentic assessments tend to fall under the definition of informal assessments and are usually considered to be criterion-referenced (the comparison is based on a students’ own knowledge and skill rather than a norm group).  Informal methods of engaging in ongoing assessment include portfolios, observations, anecdotal notes, and checklists, to name a few.

The required assessments for NYS-funded prekindergarten programs fall into distinct categories: screening new entrants, establishing a developmental baseline (pre-test), progress monitoring, and outcome assessment (post-test).  These assessments are required for all prekindergarten students enrolled in district and community-based organization (CBO) classrooms.  The purpose of this document is to provide guidance to districts on implementing these requirements.
NYS does not require the use of specific instruments.  Districts may select a valid and reliable instrument that assesses, at a minimum, the areas specified in the prior sections regarding establishing a screening, developmental baseline, progress monitoring and outcome assessment.  
Screening New Entrants 
1. What is considered a screening?
For purposes of Part 117, screening is the use of a brief procedure designed to provide information that allows the district to distinguish from the general population those children who fit into one of more of the three categories listed under #2 below. 
2. Why must prekindergarten students be screened?
Part 117 of the Regulations of the Commissioner of Education requires districts to establish procedures for the screening of every new entrant to schools for three limited purposes.  These purposes are to identify students who:
· are possibly gifted;
· are suspected of having a disability; and
· are possibly limited English proficient .  
3. When should prekindergarten children be screened?
Prekindergarten entrants should be screened prior to the beginning of the school year, if possible, but no later than December first.  Students entering the prekindergarten program after December first should be screened within fifteen days of enrollment.
4. What must be included in the screening of prekindergarten entrants?
Screening of prekindergarten entrants must include, but is not limited to:

· evidence of health examination;

· certificate of immunization;
· vision, hearing and dental screenings;
· cognitive development motor development and language and literacy skills; and
· determination of the child’s home language.
5. How are the screening results to be used?
The results of the screening must be reviewed and a written report of each student screened shall be prepared by appropriately qualified school district staff. These reports must include a description of the screening devices used, the student's performance on those devices and, if required, the appropriate referral.  No later than 15 calendar days after completion of the screening:

· A student who is suspected of having a disability must be referred to the Committee on Preschool Special Education (CPSE).
· A student identified as possibly gifted must be reported to the superintendent of schools and to the child’s parent or legal guardian.
· A student identified as possibly LEP must already edited on newest version.  Leave as is. 
Establishing a Developmental Baseline (Pre-Test)
6. What is meant by a developmental baseline?

The developmental baseline assessment may be viewed of as a “pre-test.”  It provides a comprehensive evaluation of the level of skills, abilities and/or knowledge that a child possesses prior to beginning formal instruction.  A developmental baseline assessment is not a “screening” device, but a more in-depth than a screening.  Since the experiences children have before they begin prekindergarten vary, the developmental baseline assessment will reveal a range or span of abilities in each classroom.
7. What areas of development must be included when establishing a baseline?

At a minimum, districts must establish a developmental baseline for language and literacy skills, cognitive skills and social skills.  Districts may choose to establish a developmental baseline in additional domains of children’s learning and development, i.e., physical or emotional skills.

8. Why must a developmental baseline be established?

Section 151-1.3(b) of the Regulations of the Commissioner of Education requires that districts establish procedures for assessing the developmental baseline of all children participating in the program.  This information will help teachers identify the best starting point for individual student instruction.  Without a developmental baseline teachers and parents will not be able to measure and document the impact of instruction.  For that reason, the assessment instruments used should be valid and reliable.
9. What does “valid” mean?

A valid form of assessment is one which measures what it is supposed to measure; the extent to which an assessment’s results support meaningful inferences for certain intended purposes.  For example:  

· It does not assess memory, when it is supposed to be assessing problem-solving (and vice versa). 

· It does not grade students on the quality of their writing, when writing skills are not relevant to the topic being assessed.  

10. What does “reliable” mean?
Reliability means the consistency of measures, gauged by any of several methods, including when the testing procedure is repeated on a population of individuals or groups or administered by different raters.  A reliable assessment will produce the same results on re-test, and will produce similar results with a similar cohort of students, so it is consistent in its methods and criteria.
11. How should the developmental baseline results be used?

Baseline results indicate the best starting point for individual student instruction.  It can be used to plan learning experiences that can also be aggregated and used at the classroom level to identify strengths and needs of a group.  By aggregating the baseline assessment data, teachers can make informed instructional decisions.  This information can also be used to inform parents and to help them support their children’s learning.
Progress Monitoring (On-going assessment)
12. What is progress monitoring?

Progress monitoring is assessment conducted to examine student’s academic performance over time and to evaluate the effectiveness of individual and group instruction.  Progress is measured on a regular basis by comparing expectations of what students should know and be able to do with actual student performance.  Both formal and informal tools/instruments may be used.  
13. Why is progress monitoring necessary?

Section 151-1.3(b) of the Regulations of the Commissioner of Education requires that districts establish a process for assessing the progress of all children in the UPK program.  Such process must, at a minimum, provide for on-going assessment of the development of language, cognitive skills, and social skills.  Based on the information collected, teachers can track a student’s progress toward his or her individual goals and make adjustments when necessary—including adjustments to instructional approaches and to the number and types of accommodations used.  Systematic progress monitoring results in more efficient and appropriately targeted instructional techniques and goals, moving all students toward achievement of those goals.  In a broader sense, this process is a critical type of formative assessment that may be applied to help close student achievement gaps.
14. How should the results of progress monitoring be analyzed and used?
An effective progress monitoring process should reflect specific information on children's progress to be used for instructional planning for individual children.  The process should also include a variety of ongoing and frequently used strategies to collect, analyze and apply information on an ongoing basis.  All individuals involved in progress monitoring should be trained in the appropriate use of progress monitoring tools, both formal and informal, as well as the process of using information for planning instruction and learning opportunities for children.  The information generated from on-going progress monitoring should drive pedagogical decision-making, such as the intentional planning of classroom environments, scheduling, whole/small group times, and, materials to address both general and individualized goals for students.
15. How should the results of progress monitoring be used?
Progress monitoring should demonstrate whether students are benefiting from the instructional program and how program or curriculum adjustments are being made.  Reporting may be for individual students or for the class as a whole. Some reporting tools are meant to develop and enhance communication with families and others involved in the individual needs of each student.  Other reports may include reflection on the group’s progress and might be shared with administrators, school boards and the public.  Reporting methods might include parent conferences, staff meetings, referrals, progress reports, individualized instruction plans, and professional development plans. 
OUTCOME ASSESSMENT (POST-TEST)
16. What is outcome assessment?

Outcome assessment (post-test) is the process of collecting student information for the purposes of assessing whether the services, activities, or experiences offered had the desired impact over a specified period of time.  
17. Should the same assessment tool that was used for the pre-test also be used for the post-test?
Yes.  When a pre-test is administered to students before an educational activity (September) and a post-test is administered to them at the end of the school year (May), you will be able to assess using the same measurement tool(s) how much the educational, program and support activity services increased the child’s knowledge by comparing pre-test and post-test scores.  
18. How should the results of the outcome assessment be used?

Outcome assessment is used to measure individual student growth or can be aggregated to evaluate the effectiveness of the academic programs and activities.  The results should be used to build on individual student or program strengths and to discuss and remediate weaknesses.  
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