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Note: This document is a work in progress. Parts II and III, in
particular, are in need of further development, and we invite
the submission of additional learning experiences and local
performance tasks for these sections. Inquiries regarding
submission of materials should be directed to: The Social
Studies Resource Guide, Room 681 EBA, New York State
Education Department, Albany, NY 12234 (tel. 518-474-5922).

http://www.nysed.gov
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2 Social Studies

...in classes with a wide range of
abilities, the numerous tasks
associated with this learning
experience can be distributed
among students in each national
delegation using the same
process as in a cooperative
learning lesson in which the
teacher assigns roles within
student groups. In this learning
experience the roles could
include: researcher, writer, map
maker, and chart maker. The
great variety of resources
available on this topic can
accommodate a wide range of
learning styles.

Teacher

T
he purpose of this learning experience

is to have students reenact the negotia-

tions which led to the Treaty of

Versailles at the conclusion of World War One.

▲ involvement in foreign
affairs

▲ values and foreign policies

▲ analyze evidence critically

▲ importance of analyzing nar-
ratives from different times

▲ investigate key events/turn-
ing points

▲ roles/contributions of individ-
u a l s / g r o u p s

▲ explain dynamics of cultural
c h a n g e

▲ norms and values of
Western/other cultures

▲ identify historical problems

▲ interpret/analyze docu-
m e n t s / a r t i f a c t s

▲ historical research projects

▲ d i fferent interpretations of
e v e n t s / i s s u e s / d e v e l o p m e n t s

▲ develop and use maps

▲ forces influence division
and control of Earth’s sur-
face

▲ basic economic concepts

▲ nature of scarcity

▲ economic decision making
is global

▲ present economic informa-
tion/conclusions

▲ values of nation/interna-
tional organizations affect
human rights

▲ compare political systems

▲ prepare plan of action
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WO R L D WA R I: 
The
Versailles
Treaty

C O M M E N C E M E N T

Students are encouraged to role play actual
historical figures involved in the negotiations
of their national delegation.
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Show the film Versailles: The Lost
Peace to compare what actually hap-
pened with the views of the histori-
ans in the film with the students own
experience acting as national nego-
tiators for one of the nations.
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1. Each student will join a national delegation. Each group of students will work together to
develop specific negotiating policies, strategies, and materials. 

2. When planning negotiating techniques, strategies, and materials, students write position
papers and draw necessary maps.

3. During negotiations students are expected to
represent their nations view in 1919.

4. Teacher will serve as the chief parliamentar-
ian during formal negotiating sessions. Short

recesses can be declared to facilitate greater
student-to-student interaction.

5. Teacher will act as administrator for
each negotiating session including

accepting motions and facilitating
discussion and votes.

6. At the end of formal
negotiations, teacher will
lead a debriefing session.
This session includes an
analysis of what their
nation was able to gain,
what their nation lost,
their individual reactions
to what took place, and
whether they were able to
avoid mistakes of the
past.
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Group Directions
Each group will be responsible for preparing the following documents in writing:

a. assessing responsibility for the cause of the war

b. specific physical damages to their nation and expected compensation

c. specific goals for creating a working peace

d. national goals of self-interest, political and economic

e. maps indicating desired territorial settlements and adjustments.

Delegations:

United States
France
Great Britain
Italy
Germany [Germany was not at the actual negotiations, but including them makes this a

much more exciting and creative exercise.]

Tasks:

1. Join delegations, assign tasks, and develop negotiating strategy

2. Research specific topics, formulate policies, and create maps

3. Begin negotiations in class

4. Begin informal negotiations outside of class

5. Negotiations end; Evaluation

6. Analysis and Evaluation of Negotiations

7. View Versailles: The Lost Peace

8. Review for exam.

Each class has its own chemistry
and the teacher is the best judge of
the time required to complete the
goals associated with this unit. 

Teacher
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ASSESSMENT

A) First hand observation of student delegation sessions held in class.

B) On-going notes taken during formal negotiation sessions held in class.

Assessment
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C) Completion of student evaluation form by teacher at end of each negotiating session.

D) Evaluation of student discussion based on the viewing guide for the film Versailles: The
Lost Peace from the series The Years Between the Wars.

E) Student performance on short answer examination given at the end of the unit.

F) Evaluation of portfolios turned in by each national delegation containing all written
work produced by the group including maps, position papers, negotiating strategies,
class notes, charts, graphs, and posters.
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REFLECTION
Students gain insight into subjects such as nationalism, diplomacy, international law and organi-
zation, economics, and geography by actually preparing policy statements in these areas for
their delegation. The attainment of the goals contained in the Learning Standards becomes real
and immediate rather than abstract. 

Students quickly gain intellectual and emotional ownership over this learning experience as
they interact with the members of their delegation and negotiate with the other delegations.
While individual achievement is assessed, cooperation among the group is critical for the suc-
cess of all.

I have successfully used this learning experience for many years. Many students who have come
back after graduation have stated that for them this activity was the highlight of the course.


