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Deaf-Infant Program

The Deaf-Infant Program at NYSSD would like to introduce Freddy and his family to the program.  Freddy and his family have been learning about hearing loss, his hearing aid and beginning sign language.  Freddy enjoys toys that play music and peek-a-boo games.  Welcome Freddy and family!
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Pre-K with Julie

In Pre-K we have been working with peers to create community and are learning about our community. We have worked on putting on our own coats and hats. We were able to get outside and build a snowman together. Our students have also been practicing counting skills and finding out what each numeral means. We use many items to discover number understanding, as well as, vocabulary and letters. Each one of our kids are growing and preparing to do better and better in looking at pictures to learn to read, and writing their stories through pictures.

Kindergarten with Sheryl

Kindergarten has had a lot of fun learning about nonstandard measurement including comparing weight, length, and volume.  We will start adding numbers to 10 this month.  We have been focusing a lot on WH questions such as Who, What, Where, When, and Why through an emphasis of using vocabulary instead of pointing at pictures.  A long-term goal in math is to all be counting to 25 by the end of March and to 50 by the end of June and being able to identify 40 high frequency words by the end of June without using a visual.  Increasing their vocabulary knowledge will help them prepare for first grade reading fluency skills.  We had so much fun celebrating the 100th day of school and Valentine's Day!

Sheryl Whipple

100th Day Snack Activity!  We counted and sorted out snacks to make 100!
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1st Grade with Jessica

This month we are focusing on tracking sight words. We have a data wall bulletin board where students add a gumball sticker (sight word) to their gumball machine to track how many sight words they have mastered. Keep up the great work! 
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Library and Technology

We are learning about China and Canada this month to learn about winter Olympic games.
Classes will use graphic organizers for collecting data on medal winners. We will use atlases and maps, reference books and magazines, books, and the internet to learn about sports, history, and geography.

A timeline project and biography study of our President Abe Lincoln will finish with a log cabin build.

Our digital citizenship module is about giving credit and using good sources. Technology includes learning about google forms.

Stories about pizza, mail delivery, boxes and shapes, things that go, and jobs people do, along with stories about American history will include sorting, making predictions, using timelines and our imaginations. Pete’s a Pizza by William Steig, Send It! By Don Carter, and Henry’s Freedom Box by Ellen Levine are part of this month’s library program.
 
making snow!
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Ellen DuPree
Librarian, NYSSD



Speech with Katie

In lower elementary speech we are practicing answering questions! Pre-k is learning how to answer yes/no questions and kindergarten is working on "who" and "what." "Who" means a person and "what" means a thing!
Our K-2 class is practicing spatial concepts (in, on, under) and following simple directions. They've also been working on sorting objects into categories.
Middle and high school students are writing up a storm! 9th graders are writing essays on a topic of their choice and are learning that parts of paragraphs and essays. We are continuing to work on learning personal information, like full name, emergency contact, and address, and they are making great progress!
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Music and Theatre Arts with Jennifer

Music and Theatre Arts News
Theatre Arts

Theatre arts students are currently learning about the history of Alexander Hamilton. This study is to prepare the students for the Broadway show, Hamilton, which they are scheduled to see on March 17, 2022 at the Landmark Theatre in Syracuse. This is a musical that has a profound impact on culture, politics, and education. In the study students are also learning about different genres of music such as Hip Hop, Jazz, R&B, and Broadway. The show will be ASL interpreted. 
Music PreK-K
PreK-K music students have been learning the difference between fast and slow music. After learning about fast and slow, students enjoyed performing fast and slow beats on a drum. Students have also been working on proper handling of different instruments, taking turns, and sharing.  
Music 6-7
Music students in grades 6-7 finished a note reading unit on the treble staff and are now working on identifying the shape of a melody. Students are able to successfully perform a C scale and some simple tunes on the melody Chimes, all while reading music and keeping a steady beat. Great job! 
Music 3
Music students in grade 3 are able to write their own music! Students have been learning about the difference between a quarter note, two eighth notes, and a quarter rest. They are able to write and perform music and rhythms using these note and rest values. Excellent work!
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More Music and Arts!
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News from Gloria

Math 
Students have been figuring out how to graph equations where they use points to find the slope and find the y-intercept to come up with their equation. The students have also been learning how to rearrange formulas. In addition, students have been enjoying all the neat things their graphing calculators can do for them.  Students continue to work on solving one and two - step equations using addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division.

ELA
Students continue to  work on reading in class and gathering information from our readings. In addition, students have been working on their receptive skills.  Students have been working on making inferences. Students are working on identifying prefixes, root word and suffixes. 


News from Tom


Students used geometry with angles to create their own unique snowflakes.
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6th Grade Update from Chelsea



The students have been working hard on reading our next Magic Tree House book, Midnight on the Moon. Their reading skills continue to develop and their fluency is gaining speed. The students are working on reviewing multiplication and division skills of whole numbers as they continue to practice ratio problems. Students are learning about the solar system in science and about Sumerian society in social studies.
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News from Bonnie Bell

In Science 7, we are doing a lot of hands-on projects this marking quarter such as:  making a flip book on the earth’s core, density, creating a greenhouse from recycled materials, casting fossils, and making a “egg mobile”. The students are very motivated to try to win this competition.  Will your child be one of them who wins?
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In Earth Science 9A as well as Earth Science 9B, we have been discussing the Earth’s 4 major spheres.  We have also made some connections to real-life:  For instance, “What is hydroponics? Is the Finger Lakes being poisoned? Why was the biosphere created in Arizona?  As we are currently in the process of getting ready for the Egg Drop and Science Fair next week, the students have had to make connections to the Crash Car dummies and the Mars Rover.
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In Life Science, we are learning about how the universe was created and the process of evolution.  We also created a greenhouse and added things such as a dragonfly, dinosaurs and creating castings as we walked through different periods of time.  We talked about Paleontology as well as the importance of looking through additional resources to gather information from.
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Also, a shout out to the students with February birthdays.   Happy Birthday!
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Transition to Adulthood
Students have been focusing on learning about advocacy related to post-secondary life.  This includes learning new vocabulary, how to communicate needs appropriately, and what to share and not share about yourself.  When learning about advocacy, the words optional and required were discussed multiple times.  As a hands on activity to increase understanding of the words required and optional, students worked together to determine required and optional ingredients when making a milkshake.  It was decided that milk and ice cream are required, and the list of optional ingredients is too long list.  We did some research and found some crazy things that people add as optional ingredients to milkshakes!  
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What have the Residential Boy’s Been Up to?

Both the elementary and high school boys have been busy in the residential program.  The boys have been watching the Winter Olympics in the evening and reporting back to their PE class what they have observed.   They really enjoyed watching curling.  Jerzy did not like the ski jumping.  He said it was too scary.  O’nil counted out 100 buttons to celebrate the 100th day of school.  The boys have also been busy staying active with swimming, basketball and playing dodgeball on Wednesday nights.
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2nd Marking Period Dormitory Citizenship Awards


Congratulations to Isaiah Corron, Anvita Corron and Evan Hawkins for achieving the status of “Outstanding Residential Citizenship” on their residential report cards for the second marking period.  To achieve this status, you must receive a score of 40 or more on the combined areas of Behavior, Communication and Social Skills and Life Skills.  These students continue to be role modes to our students in the residential program.  Keep up the outstanding work
 Isaiah, Anvita, and Evan and congratulations!
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Crafting, Science and Fun in the Elementary Girl’s Dorm


The elementary girls have been busy crafting and doing science projects.  Harper, Calissa and Natasha made butterflies out of their handprints.  The girls also did a little science project where they measured and mixed ingredients together and the final result was BATH BOMBS!  How fun.  Our older elementary student, Natasha, has also been taking the time to read to our younger elementary students which Calissa and Harper have enjoyed!
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PT with Amanda

Hello families! This past month in Physical Therapy has been so much fun getting to know all of the students. They worked on strengthening, balance, and locomotor skills in a variety of play-based ways. We had fun practicing on our January Obstacle Course of the Month that incorporated walking on a balance beam, 2-footed jumping to targets, leaping, and throwing. This month’s obstacle course will target whole-body strengthening in several different ways. I’m looking forward to seeing everyone continue to work hard! 

Speech & Language Therapy with Rachel
In speech & language therapy, high school students have been working on journal and essay writing, self-advocacy skills, and internet safety. Middle school students have been working on life skills (such as how to read schedules) and reading skills. Elementary students have been continuing to work on identifying different elements of stories, word and sentence writing, and reading comprehension skills. All have been working towards their individual IEP goals and have been working hard!


Physical Education with Michelle
The Upper Elementary, Middle School, and High School students were working on improving their fitness following a variety of fitness videos.  They walked in different ways, used weights, HIIT videos and even a Rock Paper Scissor exercise challenge.

Our Lower Elementary worked on throwing and catching with balls into their milk jug catcher.
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Connor S. 3/19
Nicholas D. 3/23
Bentley H. 3/27
Irving M. 3/27
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Grade 3

February Celebrations

Honoring Black History

100th Day on February 11th
Valentine's Day on February 14th

Math
The students have been working on the following areas in math:
e Practicing fact fluency
¢ Adding and subtracting 2-digit and 3-digit numbers.
¢ Learning the multiplication facts up to the 7's
¢ Solving word problems involving time and measurement using the

metric system.

ELA
InELA, the students have been working on the following areas this month:

Reading

¢ Determining the meaning of unfamiliar words focusing on synonyms and
antonyms.

e Citing Evidence from fiction and nonfiction text.

¢ Demonstrating an understanding of story elements (characters,

setting, and plot).

Word Work
¢ Practicing signing, writing and learning the meaning of spelling, sight

words and vocabulary words.




image22.jpeg
Writing
e Writing a complete paragraph.
e Focusing on sentence structure, grammar and punctuation.

Social Studies

The month of February is Black History Month. Our class has been
learning about the different heroes: Martin Luther King Jr., Jackie
Robinson, Rosa Parks and Ruby Bridges to name a few who played an
important role in the movement of civil rights.

Science

We are wrapping things up with Force and Motion, as the students

learn how to construct a small motor using a battery, a magnet and
copper wire. They also had a chance to explore how materials made
with iron, cobalt, and steel attract the magnets.
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