
 
 
 

THE STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT / THE UNIVERSITY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK / ALBANY, NY 12234 
 
Director 
Office of School Innovation 
5N EB Mezzanine 
Telephone: (518)473-8852 
Fax: (518)473-4502 

 

 
June 30, 2014 

 
 
 
Carmen Fariña  
Chancellor  
NYC Dept. of Education  
52 Chambers St., 3rd Floor  
New York, NY 10007  
 
RE:  Award Notice:  School Innovation Fund (SIF) Round 3– Grant #TA-15 
 Award Amount:  $750,000 
 Time Period:   June 1, 2014 to June 30, 2017  
            
Dear Chancellor Fariña:  
 
 On behalf of the New York State Education Department (NYSED), thank you for 
your participation in our recent School Innovation Fund grant competition. I am pleased to 
inform you that your district’s proposal for High School for Youth and Community 
Development at Erasmus has met the preliminary standard for funding.  
  

The NYSED School Turnaround Office will serve as lead for School Innovation Fund 
project oversight, assistance, monitoring, and reporting. Office staff will be conducting a 
final review of the proposed budget for this school to ensure that all expenses meet the 
intents and purposes of the grant and are allowable, necessary and reasonable. In addition, 
the final grant approval process includes review and approval of your district’s proposed 
compliance with NYSED’s Minority and Women-Owned Business Enterprises (M/WBE) 
policy as described in the grant application.  NYSED may contact your district with 
questions about the M/WBE plan and documentation; a prompt response will avoid or 
minimize delay in finalizing the grant award. 
 

After final approval of the budget and M/WBE compliance, you will receive a formal 
grant award notice from our Grants Finance Unit. No work should be initiated until you 
receive final notice of approval of your award. All grants, regardless of type or dollar 
amount, are subject to further review, monitoring, and audit to ensure compliance. NYSED 
has the right to recoup funds if the approved activities are not performed and/or the funds 
are expended inappropriately. 
 
 The grant resulting from this award will require that grantees accept electronic 
payments for amounts due on the grant. Additional information and authorization forms are 
available at the State comptroller’s website at www.osc.state.ny.us/epay/index.htm.  



 

 

 
 The School Turnaround Office looks forward to working with your district on this 
project. Should you have any questions or require additional assistance, please contact the 
office at turnaround@mail.nysed.gov or (518) 473-8852. 
 

Sincerely, 

        
       Bill Clarke 
       
c:   D. Gibson 
      S. Rencher 
      M. Doyle 
      M. Torres 
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