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September 15, 2010 
 
Dear Colleagues: 
 
I am writing to update you on the final verification of 2009-10 school year data for use in 
school/district accountability decisions, the availability of 2009–10 preview 
Accountability and Overview Reports (preAORs), the final verification of 2009–10 
special education data, and the collection of August 2010 graduates.   
 
Please share this information with district and school personnel who are responsible for 
general and special education data submission and verification.   
 
October 1 Data Verification Deadline 
 
Except as described below, October 1, 2010 is the final deadline for reporting 2009–10 
school year data.  The deadline established by your Level 1 data center will be earlier 
than October 1 to allow sufficient time for processing.  Data in the Student Information 
Repository System (SIRS) on October 1 will be used to make final 2010–11 
accountability determinations, to determine graduation cohort membership and 
June 2010 graduate counts, and for 2009–10 school report cards.  A signed 2009–
10 Statement of Certification of Verification Reports form, which is available at 
http://www.emsc.nysed.gov/irts/nystart/certification.html, is due to your Level 1 data 
center by October 8.   
 
Common Data Reporting Errors 
 
In previous years, schools and districts have encountered difficulties correctly reporting 
the following data elements: 
 

 Graduates must be reported with the correct diploma type code and 
corresponding reason for ending enrollment code 799; 

 All students, including students with disabilities, must be included in the final 
submitted file; 

 Limited English Proficient eligible students must be reported correctly with a 
Program Service Code 0231; 

 Students eligible to use the NYSESLAT in lieu of the ELA for participation for 
accountability purposes must be reported correctly with a Program Service Code 
0242; 

 Grade 8 students who took a science Regents exam for accountability 
purposes must be reported with the appropriate assessment record for the 
Regents exam taken; 

http://www.emsc.nysed.gov/irts/nystart/certification.html


 All schools required to submit backmapping data (schools with grades 1, 2, 1–2, 
K–1, or K–2 only) must do so.  Failure to submit these data will result in the 
school not making Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP). 

 
As always, any necessary changes must be made to the source data contained in the 
local student management system and loaded to Level 1 / Level 2 of the SIRS.  Districts 
should work with their Level 1 data center to determine the data-loading schedules in 
place prior to the statewide October 1 certification deadline for 2009-10 school year 
data.   
 
Additional Reporting Information 
 
Accountability Verification Reports can be found on both nySTART and through the 
Level 2 reporting environment.  Please be aware of the following additional Level 2 
reports, which can be accessed through the links provided by your Level 1 data center.   
 

 Reasonableness Report: Using the Level 2 “Reasonableness Report,” school 
personnel can check their data for significant year-to-year changes that may 
indicate a reporting error.  In particular, please check your number of graduates 
and number of students eligible to take the NYSESLAT in lieu of the ELA for 
accountability purposes (students with a Program Service code of 0242).  
Remember that a student is only counted as a graduate if he or she is coded with 
a diploma type and a corresponding exit enrollment code 799.   

 
The Reasonableness Report provides counts of last year’s and this year’s data 
(2008–2009 in column A and 2009–2010 in column B), the difference between 
these counts (column C), and the percent change between the counts (column 
D) of students by various category types (e.g., enrollment ending code).  

 
Significant changes between data reported in 2008–09 compared to those 
reported in 2009–10 may flag a reporting error, which can be further investigated 
via one of the available student-level detail reports.  Particular attention should 
be paid to percent changes equal to or greater than 10% and known 
reporting issues from previous years.  For smaller districts, a 10 percent change 
may not be significant; for larger districts, a smaller percent change may be 
significant.  Reporting errors discovered as a result of a review of these reports 
should be corrected in the local student management system and submitted to 
the SIRS. 

 
 Total Cohort Report: Using the Level 2 “Total Cohort – Summary” report, you 

can review cohort enrollment count, credentials reported, as well as the count 
and percentage of graduates and dropouts for the 2006 total cohort through June 
2010 (four-year outcomes), the 2005 total cohort (five-year outcomes) and the 
2004 total cohort (six-year outcomes).  Please use this report to make any 
corrections (such as the proper coding of graduates and accurate cohort 
membership identification) to graduation rate data prior to the October 1 
deadline.   

 



Preview Accountability and Overview Reports 
 
The Preview Accountability and Overview Reports (preAORs) provide information on 
whether a school or district made Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) based on 2009-10 
school year data in the SIRS.  On Thursday, September 9, 2010, preAORs containing 
both elementary/middle- and secondary-level AYP determinations were available to 
authorized users on nySTART.  Accountability Verification Reports (AVRs) and 
preAORs will be refreshed weekly until October 7, 2010, based on data loaded to the 
SIRS the preceding Friday.  Since accountability verification is ongoing, please review 
the preAOR Report Guide found at 
http://www.emsc.nysed.gov/irts/nystart/reportguides.html for an explanation of how to 
interpret these preliminary reports.   
 
The 2009–10 elementary/middle-level English language arts (ELA) and mathematics 
Performance Indices (PIs) in the preAORs have been determined using 2008–09 time-
adjusted cut scores as applied to 2009–10 assessment results.  For more information 
on this PI calculation, see the memorandum from Ira Schwartz available at 
http://www.emsc.nysed.gov/accountability/APA/Memos/FM-
SchoolDistrictAccountabilityUpdates.pdf.     
 
The 2009–10 Safe Harbor targets have been determined using 2008–09 cut scores as 
applied to 2008–09 assessment results.  These Safe Harbor targets can also be found 
in the 2008–09 school report cards.  The 2010–11 Safe Harbor targets will be 
determined using 2009–10 cut scores as applied to 2009–10 assessment results.  
These targets will be not be available in the preAORs, but will be available in the final 
2009–10 school report cards.   
 
Beginning September 16, data in the 3–8 AVRs will show 2009–10 performance level 
counts based on 2008–09 time-adjusted cut scores and will match those used to 
determine 2009–10 PIs in the preAORs.  Grades 3–8 ELA and Mathematics Tested/Not 
Tested reports will continue to show 2009–10 performance level counts based on 2009–
10 cut scores. 
 
The table below contains a summary of these measures and their associated cut 
scores: 
 

Grades 3-8 Measure School Year Data Cut Scores 
Performance Indices in  
2009-10 preAORS 

2009-10 2008-09 time adjusted 

Performance Levels in  
2009-10 AVRs 

2009-10 2008-09 time adjusted 

Performance Levels in 2009-10 
Tested / Not Tested Reports 

2009-10 2009-10 

2010-11 Safe Harbor Targets 2009-10 2009-10 
2009-10 Safe Harbor Targets 2008-09 2008-09 
 
 
 

http://www.emsc.nysed.gov/irts/nystart/reportguides.html
http://www.emsc.nysed.gov/accountability/APA/Memos/FM-SchoolDistrictAccountabilityUpdates.pdf
http://www.emsc.nysed.gov/accountability/APA/Memos/FM-SchoolDistrictAccountabilityUpdates.pdf


Special Education Notification and Certification 
 
It is the policy of the New York State Education Department (NYSED) to use data that 
were submitted by the data verification deadline for State and federal reporting 
purposes.  This policy will be in place for the final submission of 2009–10 special 
education data reporting. 

August 4, 2010 was the deadline for certifying Special Education Verification Reports 
(VR) 10 and 16.  October 1, 2010 is the deadline for submitting demographic, 
enrollment, and program service information for students to be included in VR 11–15.  
The deadline for certifying VR 11–15 is November 3, 2010.  Superintendents who could 
not certify their VR10 and/or VR16 as complete and accurate or who will not be able to 
certify complete and accurate data for VR 11–15 by November 3 must certify 
“inaccurate or incomplete” data in the PD data system (http://pd.nysed.gov) and then 
submit a template to the Information Reporting Services office at the e-mail address or 
fax number found on the form.  This template is posted at 
http://www.emsc.nysed.gov/sedcar/files/excel/superintendents_template_for_inaccurate
_certification.xls .  School districts that have submitted the template will have until 
December 8, 2010 to correct or complete their data submissions for VR 10–16.  Data 
displayed in VR 10–16 as of December 8, 2010 will be final and used for all federal 
and State reports and for compliance monitoring.   
 
Below is a summary of end-of-year special education data reporting timelines: 
 

Date Event 
August 4 Deadline to certify Verification Reports 10 and 16 
October 1 Deadline to submit demographic, enrollment, and program service 

data for students to be included in Verification Reports 11–15 
October 4 to 22 No refresh of 2009–10 or prior school year data 
November 3 Deadline to certify Verification Reports 11–15 
December 8 For those districts that have certified “inaccurate or incomplete” data 

and have submitted the required template, this is the final date by 
which the data may be made complete and accurate. Data displayed 
in VR 10–16 on this date will be used for all State and federal reports 
and compliance monitoring. 

 
When planning your verification timelines, please take into account the freeze of all 
2009–10 and prior school year data in the SIRS between October 4 and 22.  You may 
continue to load data to Level 1 during this time period.   
 
Data Collection for 2010–11 
 
On October 8, 2010, the Department will begin collecting 2010–11 special education 
snapshot and August 2010 graduates data in the SIRS.  
 
To be included in the graduation rate release of the 2006 total cohort through 
August 2010, data for August 2010 graduates must be submitted to the SIRS by 
October 29, 2010.  The deadline established by your Level 1 data center will be earlier 

http://pd.nysed.gov/
http://www.emsc.nysed.gov/sedcar/files/excel/superintendents_template_for_inaccurate_certification.xls
http://www.emsc.nysed.gov/sedcar/files/excel/superintendents_template_for_inaccurate_certification.xls


than October 29 to allow sufficient time for processing.  Beginning the week of October 
12, August graduate data can be verified through weekly reports that will be posted to 
the IRS Portal at http://portal.nysed.gov.  Instructions on accessing the portal can be 
found at http://www.emsc.nysed.gov/irts/irs-portal.   
 
Please ensure that August 2010 graduate information, including credentials earned and 
exit enrollment dates/reasons, are coded correctly in your student management 
systems well before the October 8 opening for the submission of these data to the 
SIRS.   
 
In addition, please contact your student management vendor and support team now to 
ensure that your system is fully compliant with new requirements for race/ethnicity 
reporting (see http://www.emsc.nysed.gov/irts/sirs/2010-11/sirschanges2010-11.html) 
and the new format for submitting enrollment records.  Vendors were notified of these 
changed requirements in January 2010.   
 
If you have questions about this information, please contact the Office of Information 
and Reporting Services by phone (518-474-7965) or e-mail 
(dataquest@mail.nysed.gov).  You may also contact your Regional Information Center 
or Big 5 Data Coordinator if you have questions about data contained in the SIRS. 
Thank you for all your work on behalf of all the students of our State. 
 
        Alan Ray 

Assistant Commissioner 

http://portal.nysed.gov/
http://www.emsc.nysed.gov/irts/irs-portal
http://www.emsc.nysed.gov/irts/sirs/2010-11/sirschanges2010-11.html
mailto:dataquest@mail.nysed.gov

