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Program Description

USDE has established a grant competition for the purposes of supporting the replication and expansion of high-quality charter schools.  Funds may be used to substantially increase enrollment at existing schools or to open one or more new charter schools based on an existing model.  USDE estimates making 5 to 8 grants, with an average size of $7M.  The Department estimates that grants will range in size from $1M to $15M.  Grants will be made for a period up to 5 years. 


Priorities established for this competition are as follows: 

· Absolute (1): All applicants must have experience operating or managing more than one high-quality charter school, and have no significant issues re: student safety, financial management, or statutory or regulatory compliance.

· Competitive (3): Bonus Value – 30 points.

1. Serve a low-income demographic (60% F/RPL). (10 points)

2. Establish a school improvement partnership with an LEA targeting students attending SINI, closing or restructuring schools. (10 points)

3. Provide matching funds equal to 25% or more of the total award.

· Invitational (1): Track record of improving achievement for ELL and SWD; comparable enrollment to CSD of location.

Application Information

· Application Available:


May 24, 2010

· Pre-Application Meeting:


June 8, 2010

· Application Deadline:


July 7, 2010

· Inter-Governmental Review Deadline:
September 7, 2010

Eligible Applicants

· Non-profit CMOs.

· Other not-for-profit entities.  Note:  Applicants may apply as a group or consortium.

Application Scoring

· Applicant Quality (50 points): Track record on academic achievement for all students, and on closing the achievement gap for educationally disadvantaged students (EDS).

· Contribution in Assisting EDS (15 points): Projected programmatic impact on achieving State standards and college/career readiness.

· Quality of Project Design (10 points): Clarity, specificity, measurability and viability of goals, objectives and anticipated outcomes; utility of design in supporting further replication and program evaluation.

· Quality of the Management Plan (25 points): Fiscal and operational viability of plan during and beyond grant term; evidence of support from operational and financial partners; plan for closing failing charter schools operated by the applicant; and, the qualifications of the management team and key personnel.

Application Submission

· All applications must be submitted, electronically, no later than 4:30 pm on date of deadline.

· The portal for online submissions is housed at http://e-grants.ed.gov. 

