SUNY Receives 41 Letters of Intent to Apply to Open New Charter Schools
SUNY is the only authorizer in the state with available charters, 18 in total with 6 under active consideration
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Albany - Executive Director of the SUNY Charter Schools Institute Jonas S. Chartock announced today receipt of 41 letters of intent from individuals wanting to open new charter schools. SUNY has two formal calls for applications each year, one in January and one in May. 

“We received 13 applications in January, six have made it to the second phase of review,” said Chartock. “It is those six that are under active consideration for the 18 available charters.  If all are awarded and the cap on charters is not lifted, there will be 12 available charters for the May round.”  

“We received twice as many letters of intent as there are available charters,” said Chartock.  “This is consistent with the high levels of student demand for seats in SUNY charter schools.” Student applications to attend charter schools across New York State are due by tomorrow, April 1st.

Chartock stressed that the Institute’s evaluation process will be just as rigorous with the few charters available as it was when there were 100 charters to award.  “There is a reason why we are the only authorizer in the state with charters left to award,” said Chartock.  “We undertake an extensive review process with two interviews of lead applicants and all proposed board members, an extensive review by my staff from an academic, legal and fiscal perspective, and all applications are also reviewed by an external panel of national education experts.”

“Despite the best of intentions, many applicants don’t meet our standard,” added Chartock. “Some take our feedback, rework the application and come back stronger in a future cycle.  This is a process you cannot rush. The level of responsibility these individuals are asking to take on is too great.”

Thirty of the letters of intent are for schools in New York City; two are for Long Island, two for Westchester, and the remaining are proposals for East Ramapo, Mount Vernon, Stamford, Elmira, Syracuse and East Irondequoit.

SUNY is the largest charter school authorizer in New York State and the largest University-based charter school authorizer in the country. Students at SUNY authorized charter schools out-performed those at all public schools (charter and non-charter) on last year’s mathematics and English language arts exams.  The January 2010 CREDO study of New York City charter schools noted that students in SUNY authorized charter schools demonstrate growth at a faster rate than their charter school peers.  Further, the United States Department of Education has praised SUNY and its Charter Schools Institute as highly effective authorizers. Notably, in their reviews of New York’s failed first round attempt at Federal Race to the Top funds, federal evaluators cited SUNY policies when describing State strengths in charter schooling. 

Current budget proposals before the New York State Legislature remove all operating funding for the SUNY Charter Schools Institute. “We will continue to lead the charge on accountability and transparency in K-12 education for as long as we are funded by the state and charged by our Trustees to do so,” said Chartock.

The Charter Schools Institute was created by the State University Trustees to assist them in carrying out their responsibilities under the New York Charter Schools Act of 1998. Guided by the rigorous standards set by the State University Trustees, the Institute’s oversight of SUNY-authorized charter schools is comprehensive, including: acceptance and evaluation of new school charter applications; ongoing oversight and evaluation of all charter schools subsequently authorized by SUNY; reporting to the public on each school’s performance and progress; and conducting a comprehensive evaluation when a school applies to renew its charter. 

