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All applicants seeking to establish a charter school authorized by the Board of Regents to
open in 2014 must submit a Letter of Intent to Agplty, which requires comf[iletion of this
applicant and media contact form, and an upload of your 5 pa§e Letter of Intent to Al(()ply
as outlined on Bages 14 of the 2013 RFP an Application Kit. Please submit these tasks by
5:00 PM on February 1, 2013. Applicants who do not submit a complete Letter of Intent to
Apply by this deadline will not be permitted to submit a Full Application.

a. Proposed Charter School Name

(Please write out the formal and full name for the school you proposed, and include the words "charter" and "school" in the proposed
name).

Charter High School for Law and Social Justice

Whether submitting an application in Round 1 or Round 2, all new charter school
applicants seeking public sgace in New York City must fill out a "Request for DOE
Space" by January 31, 2013. The Request Form can be found at

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheet/viewform?formkey=dHNTYVFueWd4RWhmLWSCNHBq\

b. Preferred school location.

Select the preferred geographical area on the left and then select the preferred school district or community school district on the right.

NYC CSD-Bronx: CSD 7

Select a second geographical area on left and then select the school district or community school district on right.

NYC CSD-Bronx: CSD 8

If necessary, select a third geographical area on left and then select the school district or community school district on right.

NYC CSD-Bronx: CSD 9

c. Applicant(s) information, including mailing address, phone number, and email address, and
information establishing that the applicant(s) is a parent, teacher, school administrator or
community resident.
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https://docs.google.com/spreadsheet/viewform?formkey=dHNTYVFueWd4RWhmLW5CNHBqVlEzLUE6MQ

(The entire chart may not be visible on your screen. Use the "tab" key to move from column to column. The first column will remain
static as you do so).

First and Last Best Phone Email Address Street Address, City, State, Zip
Name Number
(HHHE-HEH-H )

lead  Drvay N
I

Applicant Ellen Sullivan

Co-Applica Richard 212-431-2180 rmarsico@nyls.edu
nt Marsico

As the Lead Applicant(s), I (we) can best be described as a:

(Multiple responses permitted)

e Current or former Teacher

o Community Resident

d. Media Contact: please provide a phone number and/or email address to which public inquires
about the proposed charter school may be addressed.

First and Last Best Phone Number Email Address URL (type web address or the
Name (HHHH-HHHH-HHHHE) word "none")
Media Contact Richard Marsico 212-431-2180 rmarsico@nyls.e  www.nyls.edu/charter
du

e. Planned grades and enrollment in each year of the proposed charter term.

Ages (or age 2014-2015 2015-2016 2016-2017 2017-2018 2018-2019

ranges)
K 0 0 0 0 0 0
1st 0 0 0 0 0 0
2nd 0 0 0 0 0 0
3rd 0 0 0 0 0 0
4th 0 0 0 0 0 0
5th 0 0 0 0 0 0
6th 0 0 0 0 0 0
7th 0 0 0 0 0 0
8th 0 0 0 0 0 0
9th 14-15 110 110 110 110 110
10th 15-16 0 105 105 105 105
11th 16-17 0 0 100 100 100
12th 17-18 0 0 0 95 95
Ungraded 0 0 0 0 0 0
Total 110 215 315 410 410
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f. Proposed Management and/or Partner Oaganjzation(s), such as a charter or educational
management company or a university, academic program partner, or whole school change
partner.

(See pages 36-39 of the application kit for definitions and guidance as only "significant" partnerships should be listed here).

f. Proposed Management and/or Partner Organization(s), such as a charter or None
educational management company or a university, academic program partner, or
whole school change partner. | Proposed Management Company

f. Proposed Management and/or Partner Organization(s), such as a charter or New York Law School
educational management company or a university, academic program partner, or
whole school change partner. | Partner Organization 1

f. Proposed Management and/or Partner Organization(s), such as a charter or College of Mount Saint
educational management company or a university, academic program partner, or Vincent
whole school change partner. | Partner Organization 2

Thank you for completing the Applicant and Media Contact Form which will be duplicative of
some information contained in your letter of intent. Having information in this form allows the
Department to merge applicant contact information into our existing data system. Please proceed
to upload your signed and dated 5 page Letter of Intent to Apply.
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MOUNT SAINT VINCENT

January 31, 2013

The Regents of the University of the State of New York
Charter School Office

89 Washington Ave.

Albany, New York 12234

Re: Letter of Intent to Apply for Authorization to Open a Charter School
Dear Charter School Office:

On behalf of the Charter High School for Law and Social Justice (the “School”), please
accept this Letter of Intent to apply for authorization to open a charter school.
I. Applicant Information

A. Lead Applicant: ; Ellen Sullivan,_

Co- Applicant:  Professor

(212) 431-2180, rmarsico(@nyls.edu

B. Media Contact:  Professor Richard Marsico at above address

C. Founding Group Members:

Dr. Mary Ellen Sullivan is the chair of the Teacher Education Department and Assistant
Professor of Teacher Education at the College of Mt. Saint Vincent. She previously taught fifth
and sixth grade from 1986-1989 at St. Frances de Chantal and from 1989-2002 at Saint Raymond
High School for Boys where she taught English and was department chairperson.

Richard Marsico is a Professor of Law and the Director of the Justice Action Center at
New York Law School. He served as a trustee on the Mamaroneck Union Free School District
Board of Education from 2005-2011.

Janine Azriliant is an arbitrator in New York County, a member of the Southern
District’s Mediation Panel, a litigation attorney, and a volunteer counselor for people who cannot
afford attorneys.

Kerryanne Burke is a third year law student at New York Law School and an associate
of the Diane Abbey Center for Children and Families.

Gaye Burton-Chavis teaches seventh and eighth grade special education math at Helen
A. Fort/Newcomb Middle School. She has a Master of Science degree in Education in Special
Education and a Master Science in Education in Educational Leadership.

Pei Pei Cheng-de Castro is an attorney and adjunct professor at New York Law School.
She is a founding board member of the Central Queens Academy Charter School.

Dr. Jennifer Dolan-Waldman is Assistant Professor of Teacher Education at the
College of Mt. Saint Vincent where she teaches courses in educational pedagogy and research.
She was previously a middle school principal and assistant superintendent for curriculum.

Dr. Margaret Egan, SC is Professor of Education at the College of Mt. Saint Vincent.

6301 RIVERDALE AVENUE RIVERDALE, NEW YORK 10471-1083 (718) 405-3200 WWW.MOUNTSAINTVINCENT.EDL



She teaches Introductory Education and Literacy Assessment/Remediation.

Eric C. Henry is an attorney and legislative director for New York City Council member
Andy King. He serves on the board of directors of the Wesley Parrot Youth Program and the
Alpha Phi Alpha Senior Citizens Center.

Cynara Hermes is an Associate Professor of Law at New York Law School, where she
teaches Legal Practice. Previously, she was a senior litigation associate at Proskauer Rose LLP.

Darren Johnson teaches social studies at Queen of the Rosary Catholic Academy in
Brooklyn. He has a Master of Science in Education in School Building Leadership and a Master
of Education in Elementary Education.

Lisabeth Jorgensen holds a J.D. degree and is a legislative fellow at the New York State
Senate.

Alissa Kane is the administrator of the Justice Action Center at New York Law School.
She has a Master of Science in Education in School Counseling.

Jennifer LaMarsh holds a J.D. degree. She has an undergraduate degree in psychology
and American Sign Language. Prior to attending law school, she was an Applied Behavioral
Analysis therapist and teacher for children with autism.

James B. O’Neal is an attorney and co-founder and Executive Director of Legal
Outreach, a non-profit legal educational organization that uses law as a tool to help students from
urban areas develop the skills necessary to pursue higher education and professional careers.

Katherine Smelas holds a J.D. degree and is the graduate fellow of the Justice Action
Center at New York Law School. She ran the Center’s Street Law program at Middle School 22
in the Bronx in 2011 and 2012.

Asha Smith is a staff attorney in the Bronx Criminal Defense Practice of the Legal Aid
Society. In addition to her J.D. degree, she has a Master of Science degree in teaching. Her
student teacher placement was at University Heights High School in the Bronx.

Linnet Tse served as trustee on the Mamaroneck Union Free School District Board of
Education from 2003-2012, two of those as president. She was formerly a financial executive at
PepsiCo, responsible for business planning and analysis.

Kelly Weiner is a third-year law student at New York Law School and an affiliate of the
Justice Action Center.

Amanda Wichot is a fourth-year evening student at New York Law School and a legal
assistant at Bracewell & Giuliani LLP.

Founding group members who are interested in serving on the School’s initial Board of
Trustees are listed below. Founding group members who are interested in assisting the School in
an advisory capacity are Pei Pei Cheng-de Castro, Dr. Margaret Egan, Lisabeth Jorgensen, Kelly
Weiner, and Amanda Wichot. Gaye Burton-Chavis and Alissa Kane are interested in
employment with the School. The School has not made any employment commitments and will
conduct a search for the principal, who will then hire the staff with Board oversight.

D. Proposed Members of the School’s Initial Board of Trustees: Founding group
members proposed for the School’s initial Board of Trustees are Janine Azriliant, Gaye Burton-
Chavis, Cynara Hermes, Darren Johnson, Jennifer LaMarsh, Richard Marsico, James B. O’Neal,
Katherine Smelas, Asha Smith, Dr. Mary Ellen Sullivan, and Linnet Tse  Additionally, Edward
Meyer, Dean of Professional and Continuing Studies at the College of Mt. Saint Vincent, is
proposed for the initial Board. Dean Meyer is an attorney and professor of management and

2



organizational behavior.

E. Replication or Network Information: We are not replicating another charter school
model and are not part of a network and are not submitting another application during this round.
Pei Pei Cheng-de Castro is on the board of the Central Queens Academy Charter School.

F. Application History: No founding group member has applied to open this school.
Gaye Burton-Chavis participated in submitting an application for the Harriet Tubman Charter
School to the State Education Department, which approved the application in January 2000. The
school opened in September 2000. Pei Pei Cheng-de Castro participated in submitting an
application to SUNY to approve the Central Queens Academy Charter School. SUNY approved
the application in June 2011 and the school opened in September 2012.
II. Proposed Charter School Information

A. Proposed School Name: Charter High School for Law and Social Justice

B. Proposed School Location: CSD Seven, Eight, Nine, or Twelve in the Bronx. We
plan to request co-location in a New York City Department of Education facility.

C. Planned Grades and Enrollment: The following table shows the School’s proposed

orades and enrollment during the initial charter period.
GRADE 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018
3] 110 110 110 110 110
10 0 105 105 105 105
11 0 0 100 100 100
12 0 0 0 95 95
TOTAL 110 215 3k3 410 410

D. Proposed Partner Organizations: College of Mt. Saint Vincent and New York Law
School. The School will not contract with a management organization.

E. Proposed School Mission: The School will provide a high-quality education that will
create a pathway to college, graduate school, and a career in the legal profession to students from
traditionally underserved communities. Using law and social justice, the School will teach
literacy, critical thinking and analysis, and oral and written communication skills, and expose
students to the potential of law to promote social justice. The School will train students using a
rigorous curriculum with electives in law and affiliations with institutions of higher learning.
Students will graduate prepared for success in college and with the skills that will lead to
graduate school and careers in the legal profession, including as lawyers, paralegals, law
enforcement officers, and law office employees.

F. School Overview: The School will require a rigorous course of study, including four
years of English, social studies, science, math, and foreign language. It will offer advanced
placement courses and college courses. The School’s curriculum will help students achieve
content mastery and develop the essential competencies of critical thinking, effective
communication, and collaboration. The curriculum will be aligned to the Common Core
Standards ensuring that students develop the knowledge and skills required to be ready for
college and careers. Looping in ninth and tenth grades will help to develop a stable and
consistent learning environment enabling students to transition successfully to the rigors of high
school. Implementation of an integrated curriculum whereby social studies and English teachers
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design thematic units of study an
students see the connection between ideas. The School will
focusing on persuasive writing and communication, literacy,
rising ninth and tenth graders. Ninth
Eleventh and twelfth graders will take SA
graders will also participate in a

G. Target Population an

and tenth graders will take

d law is incorporated into the common €ore COUrses will help
require summer bridge programs
and oral and written advocacy for
composition and writing classes.
T preparation and college planning courses. Twelfth
law office internship.
d the Community the School Intends to Serve: Reflecting the

demographics of the southern po

rtion of the Bronx, a large majority of students in the community

school districts in the School’s proposed location are eligible for free or reduced price lunch and
a large number are limited English proficient:

Community School % Eligible for Free Lunch | % Eligible for Reduced % Limited English
District Price Lunch Proficient

Seven 85 5 19

Eight 7 7 12

Nine 85 4 26

Twelve 87 11 20

NEW YORK STATE DEP’T OF EDUC., New York State Report Cards, 201 0-2011, at https://report
cards.nysed.gov/view.php?schdist:district&counqﬁ—?vZ&yeaFZO1 1 (last visited Nov. 6, 2012).

Class sizes in high schools in our proposed community are high, and performance levels
and graduation rates are low. In 2010-2011, the average tenth grade class in school districts in
our proposed community ranged from 24.25 to 27.25 students. Only six of fifty-two student
groups in these districts made adequate yearly progress in ELA and math, and pass rates on the
Comprehensive English, Integrated Algebra, Global History, and Living Environment Regents
exams in 2011 ranged from a high of 70% in Comprehensive English in district nine to a low of
37% in Global History in district seven. Id. The June 2011 four-year graduation rate in the
Bronx was 52.7%. NEw YORK CITY DEP’T OF EDUC., GRADUATION RESULTS, at
http://schools.nyc.gov/ Accountabi1ity/date/GraduationDropoutReports/default.htm (last visited
Nov. 7,2012).
[IL. Enrollment and Retention of Students with Disabilities, English Language Learners,
and Students Eligible for Free- and Reduced-Price Lunch

The mission of the School is to serve students from underserved populations, and the
School’s planned location in the Bronx is a crucial part of our plan to enroll students with
disabilities, English language learners, and students eligible for free and reduced-price lunch.
We will have a multi-step strategy to enroll these students. We will continue to develop the
network we have built among community-based organizations, elected officials, and community
boards, and will recruit through these contacts by distributing school materials and making
presentations at meetings. We will develop contacts with guidance counselors in public, charter,
and Catholic middle schools in our community. We will use various general promotional efforts,
including targeted advertising, attendance at meetings and events, direct mailing, and use of bi-
lingual materials.

The School’s retention strategy will be to provide high-quality teaching, create high
expectations, utilize a rigorous curriculum that stresses both academics and practicality to create



an exciting learning environment, and involve parents. We will employ early intervention for
students who are absent or struggling. We will integrate students with disabilities and English
language learners into all School programs. The School’s comprehensive educational plan will
ensure success for all of its learners. Looping from freshman to sophomore year will develop a
stable and consistent learning environment, allowing faculty to track academic progress, monitor
attendance, and provide interventions when needed. Students in need of remediation or ESL
services will attend a daily skills-based class that will integrate technology and research-based
instructional practices. Students will have the opportunity to work with an ESL or special
cducation teacher after school. Summer bridge programs for rising ninth and tenth graders will
provide additional academic support. Ongoing assessment throughout the academic year and
summer programs will allow teachers to differentiate instruction based on student needs.
Extensive teacher collaboration will be promoted and supported by various professional
development and curricular planning opportunities.

IV. Public Qutreach and Community Support

We have conducted extensive public outreach and have received strong expressions of
support. We plan to continue our outreach, including a public meeting on February 19, 2013.
We met with the education committees of Community Boards One, Two, Three, Four, and Nine.
We explained our motivation in starting the School and what we hoped to achieve. We answered
questions from committee members, distributed and collected surveys, and circulated brochures.
We met with several members of the New York State Legislature who represent the southern
portion of the Bronx, including State Senators Ruben Diaz and Jeffrey Klein and Assembly
members Nelson Castro, Marcus Crespo, and Eric Stevenson. We described our plans for the
School, answered questions, and received advice and suggestions. Finally, we met with the
Bronx Public Defenders, the Bronx Legal Aid Society Civil Practice, the Bronx District
Attorney’s office, Fordham Bedford Housing Corporation, Mount Hope Housing Corporation,
Southeast Bronx Neighborhood Services, and Southeast Bronx Community Development
Corporation. We informed these groups of our plans, answered questions, distributed brochures,
and received feedback. The groups and individuals with whom we met supported our plans.

The surveys we collected demonstrate this support. Parents and residents are dissatisfied
with the quality of the community’s high schools. They seek schools with high-quality, caring
teachers who are experienced and have high expectations and hold students to rigorous academic
standards. A high school with a legal theme is attractive to parents because they view it as a way
to introduce children to a new way of thinking that encourages civic-mindedness and helps
students understand the law and their rights. Given the support for the School, we do not expect
to have any difficulties in attracting a sufficient number of students to meet our enrollment goal.

Yours truly,

Dr. Mary Ellen Sullivan

(a7 e

Richard Marsico





